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PREFACE. 


The  Subftance  of  the  Account 

which  the  Author  of  this 
Treatlie  givca  of  himfelf.  is 

as  follows : 


I"  the  time  (fays  he)  when 
the  Swedes  went  out  of 
Saxony  into  Poland,  1 
had  a  great  Defire  to  fee 
foreign  Countries ,  and  went 
as  Voluntier  into  the  Swediih  Army  j 
I  was  in  Procefs  of  time  one  of  thofe 
few  who  with  great  ado  efcafid  from 
the  Enemy ,  and  flay'd  fome  time  at 
Bender  >  hut  the  fame  Curioflty  that  had 
led  me  out  of  my  own  Country ,  wou'd 
net  let  me  reft  long  there  5  So  I  went 

A  z  with 
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with  the  SwediiTi  Envoy  de  Funcfc  to 
Conila?mnople.  When  I  had  gone  fo 
far  I  thought  it  wou'd  be  unpardonable 
not  to  proceed  further 5  and  fee  fome  of 
the  Eaftern  Countries  5  for  I  had  [pent 
much  time  at  the  JJniverfity  to  read 
Hiftories  and  Travels ,  and  found  a  par - 
ticular  Pleafure  in  thofe  which  gave  a 
Defcription  of  the  Oriental  Nations . 
9Twas  therefore  no  Wonder  I  floou'd 
have  an  Inclination  to  wander  to 
Perfia  5  fo  having  obtain’d  Leave  of 
the  fetid 5  wodifn  Envoy 9  I  fet  out  upon 
my  Journey y  and  fir  ft  I  went  to  Bur- 
fa  in  Bithnya,  from  which  Town  there 
ujually  goes  a  Caravan  to  Perfia,  at 
the  Expiration  of  every  ten  Months » 
With  one  of  thofe  Caravans  I  fet  out , 
and  we  veere  but  a  few  Days  Journey 
from  Erzeron,  when  induc'd  by  fome 
Armenians  I  went  with  them  at  fome 
di fiance  from  the  Caravan  under  a  high 
Mountain  call'd  by  the  Inhabitants  Ka- 
rabchin-beguienderan,  or  the  Moun¬ 
tains  which  bar  great  Perfons ,  for  they 
are  obliged  to  difmount  there.  There  we 
were  fet  upon  by  a  Troop  of  Horfemen , 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E, 

and  made  Prifoners  after  fome  Ref** 
fiance,  Thofe  Robbers  who  thus  ma* 
fier'd  us  were  Dagheftanian  Tartars* 
whofe  only  Employment  is  to  fet  upon 
and  plunder  the  Caravans ,  and  their 
Defign  might  then  too  be  upon  the 
whole  Caravan ,  but  the  fame  being  too 
well  guarded ,  they  were  forc'd  at  that 
time  to  content  themf elves  with  having 
got  us.  By  thefe  fine  People  I  was 

carried  before  their  Sultan ,  Prince 
Uftuti,  and  was  tn  a  few  Days  after 
cbligfd  to  go  to  Candahar  (and  thus 
I  faw  upon  this  Journey  a  good  deal  of 
Ferfia)  for  this  Prince  made  a  Pre » 
fent  of  me  to  Miri-Ways,  knowings 
that  to  prefent  him  with  fome  Euro¬ 
peans  was  to  do  him  a  fingular  Service . 

By  this  Miri-W ay?5  of  whom  the 
following  Narration  gives  a  more  diftinSb 
Account ,  I  was  not  treated  as  a  Slave , 
but  rather  at  full  Liberty ,  and  when  I 
had  difeovered  my  felf  to  underftand 
Something  of  Fortification,  I  was  employ'd 
by  him  in  the  fortifying  of  the  City  of 
Candahar.  But  my  roving  Fire  being 
in  fome  Tears  J pent  by  degrees,  I  then 

was. 
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was  always  intent  upon  finding  an  Op¬ 
portunity  to  return  to  my >  own  Coun¬ 
try,  which  at  laft  chanc'd  to  happen 
when  Miri-Ways  wou'd  make  ufie  of 
me  upon  his  March  to  Perfia  >  for ,  L 
left  the  droops  of  this  Prince  upon  the 
Borders  of  Georgia,  and  went  to  the 
Ruffians,  by  who  fie  A jfi fiance  l return'd 
but  lately  into  my  own  Country ,  and  was 
receiv'd  with  the  greater  Joy  of  my 
Relations  as  they  had  'not  had  the  leafi 

iVfcwj  vf  mv  jtrtbv  my  fir  ft  jei  i  ing  uaC. 

I  cannot  but  own  with  fiome  Con¬ 
cern  that  when  at  my  faid  Return  I 
found  what  falfie  Ideas  there  were 
conceiv'd  of  the  Prince  of  Candahar, 
who  was  look'd  upon  as  a  Barbarian, 
Inhuman 3  and  an  Horror  of  Nature  \ 
nay  a  thoufiand  ridiculous  Stories  were 
related  of  him ,  the  contrary  of  which  l 
was  convinc'd  of :  And  tho ’  I  did 
what  I  cod'd  to  remove  this  Prejudice 
and  Error ,  my  Friends  did ,  notwith¬ 
standing,  to  my  great  Difpleafure , 
thank  Heaven  for  my  Delivery  from 
the  Hands  of  Miri-Ways  with  fuch 
Fervency ,  as  if  I  had  been  in  the  fiery 
Oven  or  in  the  Lions  Den .  Fhis 
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This  Injury  and  undeferving  Treat¬ 
ment  of  Miri-Ways  gave  me  great 
Offence  5  for  1  knew  this  Man  whom 
they  call'd  a  Barbarian  much  better , 
and  my  Efteem  for  him  had  been  fuch , 
that  when  I  was  with  him ,  I  had 
even  taken  the  Pains  to  delineate  the 
chiefefi  Features  of  his  Face  as  well 
as  I  coo'd)  after  which ,  and  the  Ad¬ 
dition  of  my  Defcription ,  the  Draught 
of  the  Print  prefix'd  to  this  Treatifg 
has  been  made\  nay  I  was  very  ar¬ 
dent  for  an  Opportunity  to  undeceive 
the  whole  IVorld  from  an  Error ,  that 
had  hitherto  prevail'd  about  him , 
when  the  Editor  of  this  prefent  Trea- 
tife  happen'd  to  offer  in  a  Company 
of  fome  Friends ,  to  print  my  Narration 
of  Miri-Ways  $  and  fince ,  from  what 
I  related  of  this  Prince ,  the  [aid  Edi¬ 
tor  concluded  there  was  fome  Simili¬ 
tude  between  the  fame  and  the  famous 
Cromwell,  Proteblor  of  England  * 
fever  at  of  the  Company  too  ft  ding  with 
that  Opinion ,  this  Treatife  obtain'd 
from  thence  the  Title  of  The  Persian 
Crom  well. 


Having 
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Having  thus  determined  to  make  this 
eatife  publick,  I  carefully  gather'd  to - 
gether  what  Circumftances  were  come  to 
my  Knowledge  of  the  Prince  of  Canda- 
har,  and  give  hereby  a  faithful  Ac - 
count  of  the  fame.  Shou'd  it  be  ob¬ 
jected  that  I  have  been  prolix  or 
too  minute  in  relating  fame  immate¬ 
rial  Circumftances ,  /  hope  to  meet 

with  fome  Excufe ,  cenft dering  that  I 
have  been  pretty  long  amongft  the  O- 
riental  Nations ,  whofe  way  of  wri¬ 
ting  feems  ftrange y  nay  even  ridiculous 
to  the  Europeans. 

Gi^en  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  172,3. 


THE 


OR,  THE 


Life  and  Actions 

O  F 
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C  H  A  P.  I. 

Of  Miri-WaysV  Tartarian  Defcent , 
and  of  his  Parents . 

Emir  Muhamed  Bakir,  Father  of  Mid¬ 
ways,  is  a  Bucharian  Tartar. 

Defcriptton  of  the  great  and  leffer  Bu- 
chary. 

Muhamed  Bakir  makes  himfelf  famous  by 
his  Ineurfions. 

B  Mu* 


His  Confort  Guny,  a  Native  of  the  Uzbe- 
gians. 

Bolto-Cham,  Prime  of  the  Calmucks, 
feizes  on  the  lejfer  Buchary. 

Muhamed  Bakir  therefore  retires  out  of 
that  Country ,  and  goes  to  live  and  fet¬ 
tle  in  the  Kingdom  of  Balch. 

He  makes  again  a  fuccefsful  Incurfion  in¬ 
to  Perfia. 

Cuftoms  of  the  Tartars  in  their  Incurfions ^ 
and  their  making  more  particularly  their 
Incurfions  into  the  Perfian  Province 
Chorafan,  in  which  is  fituate  the  rich 
Capital  Mafched  which  mightily  tempts 
the  Tartars. 

Muhamed  Bakir  gets  the  Efteem  of  the 
Great-Mogol,  who  concludes  an  Alli¬ 
ance  with  him. 

Zigan-Areptan,  Prince  of  the  Calmucks, 
arrives  at  Balch  ^relates  his  Adventures , 
and  flays  there. 


|g|j  all  Europe ,  that  almolt  e~ 
very  Body  wifhes  to  have 


Ip  HE  Name  of  Miri-IVays 
Hg  is  at  prdent  fo  well  known, 
g||  and  grown  fo  famous  over 


a  true  Information  of  this  brave, 

wife 
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wife  and  fortunate  Prince.  ’T is  there¬ 
fore  that  it  has  been  thought  agree¬ 
able  to  the  prefent  Conjunfture  to 
publifh  the  prefent  Relations,  fo  as 
the  fame  are  come  to  hands,  in  which 
we  begin,  for  Order’s  fake,  with  the 
Defcent  of  this  Prince. 

His  Father,  Emir  Muhame cl  Bakh\ 
Prince  of  Candahar ,  was  originally  a 
chief  Lord  amongft  the  Tartars,  born 
in  the  Country  Buchar ,  otherways 
call’d  the  Idler  Buchar y,  which  is 
thus  call’d  to  diftinguifh  the  fame 
from  the  great  Buchary.  This  lat¬ 
ter  borders  Northwards  upon  Tur- 
cheftan  (whence  the  Turks  had  their 
Derivation)  and  upon  the  Country 
of  the  Oriental  Calmucks  $  Weft- 
wards  on  the  Cafpian  Sea  3  South¬ 
wards  upon  Perjia  and  India  $  and 
Eaftwards  upon  the  Idler  Buchary , 
from  which  it  is  fepamted  by  the 
high  Mountains  call’d  Parapomifus. 
At  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great 
this  Country  was  called  Sogdiana , 
but  in  the  Country  Language  it  is 
call’d  Mauranneher. ,  which  fignifies, 
I.-  B  z  on 
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on  the  other  fide  of  the  Water  (per¬ 
haps  meaning  the  River  Oms.)  Fo¬ 
reign  Nations  commonly  call  it  the 
Country  of  the  Uyzbegians  or  Uzbe - 
Bans,  by  reafon  that  the  Uzbek?. ans 
is  the  moil  potent  Nation  in  that 
Country.  There  are  as  many  Rulers 
or  Chams  as  there  are  great  Towns 
in  that  Country,  but  neverthelefs 
the  two  chiefefl  Towns  there  are 
Sarmacand ,  in  which  the  great  tfe - 
murleng  was  born,  an dBuchara  where 
a  particular  Cham  or  King  has  a  ve¬ 
ry  fine  Palace.  This  latter  Town  is 
eminent  for  Trade,  and  fituate  on 
the  River  Albianou  otherways  call’d 
OxuS)  which  likewife  is  call’d  by  the 
! 'Tartars  Ruth-Chane  Kurkan.  The 
letter  Buchary ,  where  the  Anceflors 
of  Prince  MiriAVays' s  Father  liv’d, 
joins  to  it,  and  borders  Weftwards, 
partly  upon  the  great  Buchary  and 
partly  upon  Perjia.  It  joins  Eaftwards 
to  Mongolia  and  to  the  Wildernefs 
of  China.  Northwards  it  partly  con¬ 
tinues  to  border  upon  a  Dillrift  of 
Mongolia ,  and  partly  upon  the  Orien- 
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tal  Calmucks ,  and  Southwards  upon 
India.  The  Extent  of  the  fame 
is  about  two  hundred  Leagues 
in  length,  but  has  a  great  many 
Defarts,  fo  that  not  twenty  Towns 
are  found  in  it  5  however,  a  great 
many  Villages  belong  to  each  of  the 
Towns.  The  whole  Country  is  rul’d 
by  divers  Princes.  The  Capital  Jer- 
ken  or  Irken  is  a  very  large  T own,  and 
very  populous.  This  Country  too 
is  otherways  call’d  Mogulia ,  for  the 
MogoJs ,  who  afterwards  fettled  in 
India ,  and  whence  the  Great -Mogols 
in  India  bear  their  Name,  had  their 
Derivation  from  thence.  It  is  like- 
wife  call’d  in  general  Tzagatai ,  and 
that  in  Memory  of  Tzagatai  the 
fecond  Son  of  ZingICham ,  from 
whom  did  defccnd  the  great  Temur - 
ieng  or  Tamerlan. 

In  this  aforefaid  Country  liv’d 
Emir  Muhamed  Bakir ,  Father  o  iMiri- 
IFays ,  for  a  long  time,  upon  the  ma¬ 
ny  Eftates  he  there  was  pcfTeiTed  of, 
and  made  very  frequently  great  In- 
curfions  with  his  Hords  [or  Troops] 

B  3  in- 
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into  the  neighbouring  Countries,  but 
more  efpecially  into  Perfidy  and  re¬ 
turn’d  for  the  molt  part  with  good 
Booty.  He  otherways  differed  fome- 
thing  in  his  Religion  from  the  reft 
of  his  Countrymen,  for  altho’  the 
Bucharians  are  of  the  Muhametan 
Faith,  and  accept  of  the  Alcoran  as 
the  chief  Book  of  Doftrine,  they 
neverthetefs  don’t  believe  that  this 
fa  id  Book  was  properly  compiled  by 
Muhamed ,  but  rather  by  God  hint- 
felf  who  gave  it  to  Men  by  Mofes 
and  the  Prophets-  They  believe, 
however,  that  Muhamed  did  expound 
the  fame  and  draw  Morals  from 
thence,  which  they  take  for  juft  and 
good,  and  follow  the  fame.  The 
Smites  or  Lurks^  on  the  other  hand, 
attribute  the  whole  compiling  of  the 
Alcoran  to  Mahomed  alone.  Muha~ 
med  Bakir  join’d  zealouily  in  opini¬ 
on  with  thefe  latter,  viz.  the  Se£i 
of  the  Lurks ,  for  which  reafon  he 
was  a  mortal  Enemy  of  the  Perjians 
who  follow  the  S e£fc  of  Halyy  as  will 
appear  further  by  the  Sequel.  ’Tis 
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likely  that  to  this  his  Opinion  had 
contributed  very  much  the  chief 
and  moil  beloved  of  his  Wives, 
Guny ,  Daughter  of  an  U she  hi  an  great 
Lord,  who  had  imbib’d  the  Turkiih 
Faith  from  her  Parents,  and  likewife 
inherited  the  Hatred  againil  the 
Perftans ,  for  which  reafon  ihe  pro¬ 
moted  ftill  more  his  [wonted]  In- 
curiions,  and  that  chiefly  againil  the 
Perftans 5  in  order  to  have  the  cuito- 
mary  welcome  Prefent  of  the  Blood 
of  thefe  her  Enemies  for  it  is  a  com¬ 
mon  Cuilorn  amongil  their  Coun¬ 
trymen  the  Usbekians ,  that  when  a 
Champion  flays  a  Perfian  in  the  Field, 
he  fills  a  Flask  of  the  flain  Perfon’s 
Blood,  which  he  carries  home  to 
thedearefl  of  his  Wives,  who  drinks 
his  Health  in  it. 

This  was  the  Trade  which  Mu~ 
hamed  Bakir  follow’d  ’till  the  Year 
168^5  when  Boflo-Cham  or  Bofugto - 
Cham  Prince  of  the  Gamulkian  Tar¬ 
tars  invaded  the  lefler  Buchary  with 
a  vail  number  of  his  Herds.  The 
Bucharians  did  indeed  defend  them- 

B  4  felves 
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Selves  at  firft  bravely,  and  Mu- 
hawed  Bakir  fignalized  himfelf  very 
much  beyond  the  reft  of  his  Coun¬ 
trymen,  and  made  the  Calmucks  much 
work  -  but  the  Difcord  which  reign’d 
amongft  the  many  Chiefs  was  the 
Caufe  that  Bofto-Cham  did  at  laft 
break  through  as  a  rapid  Torrent, 
over* running  all  the  Country  with 
his  Troops,  like  an  Inundation.  The 
Bucharians^notvf'ithikzn&mg  theirOp- 
pofition,  were  overpower’d,  and  for¬ 
ced  at  laft  (efpecially  finding  that 
their  Neighbours  woo’d  not  take  their 
Part,  nor  meddle  in  this  War)  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  B oft o- Cham  for  their  great 
Contaifch  or  upper  Ruler,  which  they 
did  in  this  manner  to  preferve  in 
feme  meafure  their  old  imaginary 
Liberty,  fearing  that,  fince  their 
Oppofition  had  prov’d  ineffe&ual, 
they  might,  upon  Refufal,  be  made 
quite  Slaves. 

Such  a  forcible,  great  and  hidden 
Alteration  Teem’d  to  none  more 
infupportable  than  to  Muhamed  Ba¬ 
kir.  He  naturally  hated  th t  Calmucks, 

and 
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and  had  paid  them  many  a  fharp 
Vifit  in  their  Cottages  and  Tents, 
but  the  difference  of  his  Religion 
with  theirs  (becaufe  the  Galmucks  are 
for  the  mo  ft  part  Pagans  and  Idola¬ 
ters)  made  it  impofilble  for  him  to 
bear  their  Government.  Had  he  had 
Force  and  Power  fufficientto  reftore 
Liberty  to  his  Country,  he  wou’d 
certainly  have  done  it,  tho’  with  the 
Lofs  of  his  Life  -y  but  finding  him- 
felf  too  weak  fingly  to  oppofe  the 
Power  of  the  Calmucks ,  he  was  o- 
blig’d,  according  to  the  Laws  of 
Prudence,  to  fubmit  to  Time  y  refol- 
ving  however,  in  thofe  Circumftan- 
ces,  rather  to  quit  entirely  his  Coun¬ 
try  and  to  fettle  fo  me  where  elfe  y 
hoping  poftibly  thereby  to  meet  with 
an  Opportunity,  and  to  put  himfelf 
into  a  Condition  to  free  his  Coun¬ 
try  again  from  fuch  unwelcome 
Cue  its  }  to  which  Refolution  he 
was  mightily  animated  by  his  Wife: 
Having  therefore  communicated  his 
faid  Refolution  to  his  Wife’s  Rela¬ 
tions  in  the  great  Buchary ,  they  not 

B  f  only 


io  The  Life  and  Actions 

only  approv’d  of  it,  but  alfo  lent  him 
what  Affiftance  they  cou’d  to  the 
fame,  as  having  w  idl’d  long  ago 
that  they  might  have  this  brave 
Chief  amongft  them.  He  confie- 
quently  fet  out  with  all  his  Family 
before  his  Defignwas  known,  taking 
with  him  all  his  Moveables,  which, 
fave  his  Gold  and  Silver,  confided 
chiefly  in  Slaves  and  Cattle  •,  and 
when  he  was  on  his  Journey,  he  was 
join’d  by  a  great  many  more  Bu- 
'char tans ,  with  whom  he  palled  the 
Mountains  call’d  Parapomifus ,  and 
having  crofs’d  the  River  Ruih-Ghane 
Karkan  or  Oxus ,  he  fettled  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Balk  or  Batch ,  where 
he  got  a  great  many  Adherents,  con¬ 
fiding  partly  of  his  Wife’s  Relati¬ 
ons,  and  partly  of  other  brave  Men 
Who  knew  him. 

The  Kingdom  Balch  is  a  Fart  of 
the  great  Bachary ,  or  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  of  the  Uzhegians ,  and  is  fit  date 
betwixt  a  Province  of  the  Great - 
MogcFs  call’d  To  char eft  an9  and  the 
Per  flan  Province  Chorafm ,  nay,  it  is 

ra~ 
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rather  a  Part  of  Chora  fan  itfelf.  The 
Cham  of  this  Kingdom  of  Balch  is 
in  Alliance  with  the  Great- MogoL 
As  foon  as  he  had  in  fome  mea- 
fure  fettled  his  Affairs  there,  and 
drawn  a  great  many  more  of  the  Uz - 
hegian  ! Tartars  to  his  Party,  he  pro¬ 
pos’d  to  make  himfelf  confiderable 
amongft  that  People  by  fome  great 
Inroad,  and  at  the  fame  time  toftrike 
a  great  Terror  amongft  the  Per  fans. 
He  therefore  made,  with  Leave  and 
Confent  of  the  Cham  at  Balk ,  an  In¬ 
clusion  with  fifty  thoufand  Men  into 
Perfia^  and  particularly  into  the  Pro¬ 
vince  Chora  fan ,  and  quite  through 
the  fame  into  Kerman  or  Caramania , 
when  at  the  fame  time  another  Par¬ 
ty  had  made  an  Inroad  into  Ma » 
fanderan.  This  Incurfion  fucceed- 
ed  fo  well,  and  fo  much  to  Mu- 
hamed  BakiPs  With,  that  he  not  on¬ 
ly  got  a  great  Booty,  but  alfo  a 
great  Credit  and  Refpedt  amongft 
the  Tartars ,  info  much  that  they 
look’d  upon  him  as  their  greateft 
and  fuccefsfulleft  Leader,  when  on 

the 
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the  other  hand  the  Perfians  receiv’d 
thereby  a  great  Caufe  to  confider 
him  as  z  terrible  Enemy.  He  de¬ 
feated  the  Perfian  Out-guards  in  the 
fi A  fault,  and  afterwards  beat,  in 
his  quick  March,  thofe  frefh Troops 
that  met  him  again,  and  ha¬ 
ving  deftroy’dand  difpers’dthe  fame, 
he  plunder’d  the  Country  flu*  and 
near,  and  then  retir’d  before  the  Per- 
fian  Governors  con’d  draw  a  fuffici- 
ent  Army  together  to  cut  off  his 
Retreat. 

It  is  the  Cuftom  of  almoft  all,  and 
more  particular  of  the  Uzbegian  Par- 
tars ,  that  they  run  into  a  Country  as 
fwift  as  Lightning,  and  then  retire 
and  make  off  with  the  Booty  they 
get  fo  precipitaely,  that  one  does  not 
know  what  is  become  of ’em.  They 
are  indeed  a  People  given  to  War, 
but  being  confcious  that  they  can¬ 
not  come  up  with  the  Perfians  nei¬ 
ther  in  good  military  Exploits,  nor 
in  theother  Requifites  of  War,  they 
endeavour  to  make  up  that  Want 
by  Swiftnefs.  Their  Incurfions  are 

gene- 
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generally  undertaken  in  the  moftex- 
ceffive  hot  times,  through  the  wild 
and  fcorching  Deftrts,  without  their 
taking  any  care  for  Meat  or  Drink 
for  themfelves>  for  they  fatisfy  their 
Hunger  with  the  Flefh  of  their 
Horfes  which  carry  the  Provender, 
which  they  kill  from  time  to  time, 
as  foon  as  their  Saddle-horfes  have 
confum’d  the  Fodder  which  the  for^ 
xner  carried,  and  with  the  Blood  of 
the  fame  they  quench  their  Drought. 
Their  very  Saddle-horfes  muft  often 
ferve  them  for  this  latter  purpofe  3 
for  they  open  of  the  fame  a  Vein  in 
the  Neck,  out  of  which  they  fuck 
the  Blood  3  and  the  Horfes  too  have 
been  cuftomkl  to  this.  Thus  did 
they  formerly  go  with  only  little 
Parties  into  Perjia  3  but  now-a-days 
they  make  Incurfions  there  in  the 
fame  manner,  with  whole  Ar¬ 
mies,  and  the  Great-Mogol  gives 
them  fecretly  Afliifance,  intending 
by  a  continual  haraffing  the  Perfian 
Forces  to  enervate  and  weaken  the 
fame. 


The 
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The  Perfian  Province  Chorafan , 
however,  fuffers  mo  ft  of  thefe  In- 
curfions  of  the  Tartars  *  for  they 
form  a  Pretenfion  upon  the  fame, 
becaufe  it  formerly  entirely  belong’d 
to  them,  but  has  been  taken  from 
them  by  degrees  by  the  Perfian 
Kings,  alt  ho’  in  the  whole  DiftriQ: 
call’d  by  the  Name  of  Chorafan^  they 
ftill  are  poflefs’d  of  four  Places  of 
Refidence  of  their  Chams ,  of  which 
the  Town  Raich  itfelf  is  one.  The 
other  three  are  call’d  Herat ,  where 
fine  T apiftry  is  made  *  Nicabur ,  where 
the  moft  precious  Stones  call’d 
ft wkees  are  found*  and  laftly  Merva. 
9Tis  faid  the  whole  Province  was 
formerly  call’d  Battriana^  or  as  o- 
thers  fay  Mar gi ana ,  and  the  Capital 
of  it  is  Mafioed ,  which  in  the  Rc- 
gifter  of  the  Perfian  Towns  is  call’d 
fthus^  and  belongs  to  the  Perjians. 
This  Town  is  very  large,  and  has 
two  hundred  Towers  upon  her 
Walls,  plac’d  at  fucli  an  Equi- 
di  fiance,  that  one  may  reach  from 
one  to  another  with  a  Shoot. 

She 
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She  is  a  great  Temptation  to  the 
Tartars,  becaufe  of  the  exceeding 
rich  Burying-place  in  the  fame,  of 
a  Perftan  Saint  [call’d]  Iman  Refaa , 
who  is  one  of  the  twelve  Saints, 
whom  the  Perfians  take  to  be  the 
greatefl:  after  Muhamed.  The  Per - 
fan  King  Schach  Abas  had  built 
the  fame  with  vaft  Expences,  there-* 
by  to  hinder,  that  the  Perfians  might 
not  any  longer  go  in  Pilgimage  to 
Mecha  and  Medina,  but  in  (lead  t  here¬ 
of  go  to  this  latter  Place,  which  he 
was  induc’d  to  by  two  Reafons  of 
State*  Firft, That  the  Money  might 
no  more  be  carried  out  of  his  own 
Country  into  that  of  his  mortal  E- 
nemy*  and  Secondly,  That  the  Per - 
fans  might  not  by  the  too  frequent 
converfings  with  the  T \ irks  grow  too 
wife,  fo  as  to  pry  into  the  Affairs 
of  his  Court,  and  learn  to  feek  for 
the  Foundation  of  the  Difference  of 
the  Religion  of  the  two  Nations  in 
the  Policy  of  their  Rulers.  The 
Perftans  therefore  go  to  this  day 
chiefly  in  Pilgrimage  to  Mafied, 

which 
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which  is  the  Caufe  that  great  Riches 
are  gather’d  there,  and  thefe  Riches 
have  like  wife  been  gather’d  and  en- 
creas’d  ever  iince  the  firfb  Foundati¬ 
on,  by  the  great  Legacies  which 
moft  of  the  Perjian  Lords  have  be¬ 
queath’d  to  this  Place,  who  alfochofe 
to  be  buried  there,  and  are  imita¬ 
ted  in  this  by  the  Perfians  at  this 
time. 

But  we  return  to  our  fuccefsful 
Partizan,  who  now  grew  fo  known 
and  famous,  that  the  then  reigning 
potent  Great- Mogol  in  India ,  Aureng- 
Zeh ,  efteem’d  him  very  much,  who 
believ’d  that  he  cou’d,  thro’  him, 
do  the  greateft  Mifchief  to  the  Per- 
fians ,  and  therefore  endeavour’d  with 
great  Prefents  to  draw  him  to  his 
Side,  designing  to  reconquer  by  him, 
if  poffible,  the  Province  Candahar , 
which  was  taken  from  his  Anceftors 
by  the  'Perjian  King  Schas-Abas.  In 
this  View  he  treated  privately  by 
Ambalfadors  with  fome  of  the  Uz- 
begian  and  Bucharian  Chains,  and  the 
following  League  was  at  lad  con¬ 
cluded. 
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eluded,  m.  That  th t  Tartars  Shou’d* 
under  the  Conduft  of  Muhamed 
Bakir ,  make  an  Attempt  upon  Can- 
dahar ,  and  in  cafe  they  conquer’d 
that  Province  they  fhou’d  remain  in 
the  Pofleffion  thereof,  and  have  Mu* 
hamed  Bakir  for  their  Emir  or  Prince  , 
under  this  Condition  however,  that 
he  fhou’d,  according  to  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  neighbouring  Rajasy 
receive  the  Inveftiture  of  the  fame 
from  the  Great- Mogol  ->  who  on  the 
other  hand  promis’d,  for  the  better 
Execution  and  Succefs  of  this  En- 
terprize,  not  only  todisburfe  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Rupies  towards  the  ne- 
ceflary  Expences  of  War,  but  alfo  to 
furnifh  the  Tartarian  Army  with 
Provisions  and  other  Requisites  of 
War,  and  efpecially  with  Powder 
and  Cannons.  This  Treaty  being 
ratify ’d  and  confirm’d  by  both  Par¬ 
ties,  Emir  Muhamed  Bakir  endea¬ 
vour’d  carefully  to  prepare  for  this 
important  Exploit  5  but  whiift  he 
was  bufie  with  the  fame,  one  of  the 
Bucharimsy  who  had  retir’d  with 

him 
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him  from  out  of  his  Country,  came 
to  him  with  the  News  that  Zigan - 
Areptan ,  Nephew  to  the  great  Con- 
taijh  Bofio-Cham ,  was  near  the  Town 
Balch ,  where  he  kept  himfelf  pri¬ 
vately,  and  fought  his  Friendlhip. 
Emir  Muhamed  Bakir  cou’d  not  de- 
vife  what  con’d  move  this  young 
Prince  to  leave  his  Powerful  Un¬ 
cle’s  Country,  where  he  had  a  great 
Probability  to  fucceed  in  the  Go¬ 
vernment  j  he  went  therefore  in 
great  hafte  to  learn  the  occalion 
of  this  Vilit,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  hear  fome  News  from  his  own 
Country,  and  he  found  him  with 
fome  Calmucks  and  Buchanans  in  an 
adjacent  open  Field,  a  few  Miles 
from  Balch.  The  ufual  Compliments 
being  paired,  he  teftified  his  Sur¬ 
prize  about  the  Prince’s  unexpe&ed 
Arrival,  and  offer’d  him  his  Ser¬ 
vices  j  and  the  Prince  told  him  the 
Reafon  of  his  Flight,  m.  That  his 
Uncle  the  Great  Contaijh  having  ta¬ 
ken  a  Dillike  to  the  Prince’s  elder 
Brother,  had  refolv’d  to  get  him 

dif- 
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difpatch’d,  and  for  that  purpofe 
brib’d  a  ftrong  W  re  filer,  who  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  Wreftling  with  him, 
had  us’d  him  fo,  that  he  died  a  few 
days  after.  Bofto-Cham  had  indeed 
given  out  that  it  happen’d  by  chance, 
but  the  Prince  having  guefs’d  the 
true  Rcafon  of  the  fame,  and  fearing 
that  he  in  his  turn  might  eafily 
have  the  fame  Fate,  he  had  made  his 
Efcapewith  thofe  People  about  him  5 
that  Bofto-Cham  hearing  of  it,  had 
fent  Danchinomhu ,  the  youngeft  Bro¬ 
ther  of  this  Prince,  after  him,  to_in- 
duce  him  if  poffible  to  come  back, 
who  alfo  had  overtaken  him,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  perfuade  him  that  they 
had  nothing  to  fear,  and  that  their 
eldeft  Brother  having  iliew’d  bim- 
felf  to  be  of  a  reftlefs  Spirit,  had  af¬ 
forded  himfelf  the  Caufe  and  Rea- 
fon  of  his  Misfortune  -y  but  that  he, 
the  Prince,  wou’d  not  give  way  to 
his  Brother’s  Perfuaflons,  and  truft 
the  pretended  Sincerity  of  his  Uncle, 
nor  thought  it  poffible  for  him  to 
court  the  Favour  of  a  Perfon  of  fuch 

un- 


10  The  Life  and  Actions 

uncommonTemper,  fo  that  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  perfwadehis  Brother 
to  make  off  too,  he  had  fuffer’d  him 
to  go  back,  and  was  come  away  him- 
felf,  intending  to  enter  under  a 
chang’d  Name  into  the  Service  of 
fome  great  Prince,  and  try  his  For¬ 
tune  in  the  Wars,  not  doubting  but 
he  ihould  find  Subfiffance  any¬ 
where  3  if  not  in  fuch  Honour  and 
Reputation  as  with  Bofto-Cham^  at 
lead:  with  more  Safety.  He  confe- 
quently  defired  Muhamed  Bakir  to 
affift  him  in  thisDefign,  and  to  con¬ 
ceal  who  he  was,  he  being  refolv’d 
to  ferve  as  an  Officer  under  fome 
brave  General. 

When  Emir  Muhamed  Bakir  had 
heard  this  Tale,  tho’  he  diflik’d  the 
Calmucks  in  general,  he  very  much 
pity’d  the  adverfe  Fate  of  this  fu¬ 
gitive  Prince  j  he  therefore  com¬ 
forted  him  in  the  kind  eft  manner, 
and  took  him  home  with  him  as  his 
Gueft,  promiung  him  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  would  affift  him  in 
&ny  thing  that  faould  pleafe  him,  as 
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a  fincere  Friend,  to  the  lit  molt  of 
his  Power.  Soon  after  too  he  canvafs’d 
matters  thus,  that  the  Prince  got  (as 
a  fellow-Countryman)  the  Command 
of  fix  thoufand  Men, Cavalry,  which 
were  join’d  by  thofe  People  of  his 
own,  whom  he  had  brought  with 
him.  He  alfo  conceal’d  the  true 
Condition  of  this  Prince  with  the 
greateft  Care  imaginable,  fearing 
that  in  cafe  Bofto-Cham  fhou’d  learn 
the  Abode  of  this  Prince,  he  would 
endeavour  to  get  him  back  by  fome 
Stratagem,  or  by  Force,  either  of 
which  would  difconcert  his  Views  -9 
he  not  thinking  it  then  a  proper 
time  to  enter  in  a  War  with  fo  pow¬ 
erful  a  Prince  as  Bafto-Cham ,  which 
however  wou’d  undoubtedly  enfue 
upon  the  Refufal  of  delivering  up 
the  faid  young  Prince,  by  whom 
Muhamed  Bakir  now  had  in  view  to 
free,  at  fome  proper  time,  his  op- 
prefs’d  Country. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  II. 


Emir  Muhamed- Bakir  prepares 
for  JV ar ,  and  conquers  at  laji 
the  ftrong  Town  and  ‘Province 
Candahar. 


Description  of  Candahar. 

An  Account  of  the  Nations  of  the  Bui- 
lockces  and  Agvvares  whom  Muha- 
rned  Bakir  brings  over  to  his  Party , 
-and  befieges  the  ftrong  Town  Can- 
dahar. 


The  Perfrans  endeavour  to  relieve  the 
fame ,  hut  are  repuls'd  a?zd  heat ,  and 
then  the  Town  is  yielded  up  hy  accord \ 
and  a  Truce  and  Treaty  made  with 
the  King  of  Perfia. 


Uhamed  Bakir  having 
now  prepar’d  every  thing 
requisite  for  the  defign’d 
Exploit  5  and  the  other 
Tartars  in  Confedera¬ 
cy  with  him  having  likcwife  got 

their 
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their  Troops  ready,  he  only  waited 
to  know  from  the  Great-Mogol  where 
the  flipulated  Artillery  fhould  join 
him,  that  he  then  might  unexpeft- 
edly  enter  into  and  over-run  the 
Province  Candahar  like  a  fwift  and 
rapid  Torrent,  and  take  the  Capital 
there,  bearing  the  fame  Name  of  the 
Province.  This  Country  is  fltuate 
betwixt  the  Per  fan  Province  Zable - 
ft  an  (which  with  the  Province  Sige- 
ftan  adjoining  to  the  fame  make  up 
together  that  Country  which  by 
the  ancient  Greeks  was  call’d  Drangi - 
and)  and  the  River  Indus .  ’Tis  faid 
that  formerly  it  was  call’d  Aracofia. 
The  Capital  which,  as  has  been  faid 
before,  is  call’d  Candahar  too,  has 
undoubtedly  been  formerly  the  moft 
important  and  only  ftrong  Town  in 
all  Perfta ,  and  of  the  greateil  Mo¬ 
ment  and  Ufe  to  the  Perftans  by  its 
being  lituate  near  the  Borders  of  the 
Great-MogoT s  Country,  and  confe- 
quently  might  properly  be  call’d  tjie 
Key  to  that  fame  Country,  as  Veil 
as  to  Perfta  it  felf.  This  Town 

is 
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is  believ'd  to  be  that  ancient  Gopher 
built  by  the  AJJyrian  Queen  Semi- 
ramis ,  fo  much  magnified  by  Gtefia. 
The  Perjian  King  Scach-Abas  got  it 
in  the  Year  i6n$  for  the  Prince 
then  governing  there*  rather  chofe 
have  the  faid  Schach  for  his  Mailer, 
than  the  Great- Mogol,  but  did  never¬ 
theless  yield  lip  the  Town  upon  this 
Condition,  that  always  a  Prince  of 
his  Family  fhould  govern  there  as  a 
fort  of  Vice-Roy,  which  the  Per - 
fians  call  IVaali  :  And  this  Prince 
was  indeed  fucceeded  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  there  by  his  Son  Alimerdan- 
Chan.  But  Schach-Sefi ,  Grandfon  to 
Schach- Abas  having  fucceeded  to  the 
Perfian  Throne,  and  begun  his  Reign 
with  much  Shedding  of  Blood,  and 
Alimer clan-Chan  perceiving,  by  his 
being  invited  to  the  Slid  Schach-Sefi's 
ufual  bloody  Banquet  at  Isfahan , 
that  his  Life  was  likewife  aim’d  at, 
he  Surrender’d  the  Town  to  the 
Great-Mogol ,  and  got  in  lieu  of  it  the 
greateft  place  of  Honour  in  his  Do¬ 
minions,  whither  he  retir’d,  carrying 

with 
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with  him  an  immenfe  Treafure. 
However,  Schach-Sefi  having  reta¬ 
ken  this  Town  by  Force  in  the  Year 
itfyo,  Chah-Gehan ,  then  Great-Mogol \ 
fent  his  Son  Dara-Cha  with  an  Ar¬ 
my  of  300000  Men  to  endeavour  to 
get  it  again  •,  but  the  Perfians  in  the 
Town  making  a  flout  Defence,  and 
he  wanting  Provifions,  he  was  o~ 
blig’d  to  retire  without  having  ef¬ 
fected  any  thing.  The  Great- MogoV s 
fecond  Son,  tho’  a  brave  Prince,  had 
the  next  Year  no  better  Fortune  5 
for  after  having  florm’d  it  very  of¬ 
ten  in  vain,  he  was  oblig’d  to  retire, 
and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Perfians.  At  lafl,  the  Great- MogoFs 
eldefl  Princefs  fent,  with  her  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Confent,  an  Army  of  400000 
brave  Men,  rais’d  by  herfelf,  before 
that  Town,  and  gave  the  Command 
to  her  Brother  Aureng-Zeh ,  who  did 
indeed  attack  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  he  gave  great  hopes  of  its  be¬ 
ing  fhortly  furrender’d*  but  hecon- 
fidering  after  all,  that  the  Honour 
wou’d  not  be  his  but  his  Sifter’s, 

C  and 
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and  being  defirous  not  to  give  any 
Jeaioufy  to  his  Brothers,  he  flack- 
ea’d  his  Affaults  5  in  the  mean  time 
the  rainy  Seafons  approach’d,  and 
afforded  him  a  plaufible  Reafon  to 
withdraw.  Chah-Gehan  thought  he 
fhould  run  mad  about  it,  and  begg’d 
A  lime  r  dan- Chany  whom  he  ftil’d  his 
Father,  to  Ihew  him  fame  Means 
how  to  retake  this  Town  5  but  was 
anfwer’d  in  thefe  Words  :  I  doubt 
very  much  that  Your  Majefly  will  get 
that  T own  again ,  before  you  find  in  the 
fame  another  Male  content  and  Traitor 
like  my  felf.  From  which  one  may 
conclude  how  important  that  Town 
is.  The  fame  was  confequently  ta¬ 
ken  great  Care  of  by  the  Perfians , 
and  always  given  in  command  as 
Vice-roy  to  forne  rich,  potent  and 
tmffy  Per fons,  who  by  Birth  were 
Perfians. ,  and  had  more  to  lofe  in 
Perfia  than  what  they  con’d  hope 
for  again  from  the  Great- Mogol  3  no 
lefs  were  they  oblig’d  to  leave  their 
whole  Family,  as  Hoftages,  behind 
in  Perfia .  The  Perfims^  exceeding 

the 
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the  Indians  by  far  in  Skill  and  Bra¬ 
very,  are  not  much  afraid  of  the 
Great- MogoV s  Armies,  and  only  mock 
the  Difpofitions  and  Exploits  of 
War  of  the  Indians ,  telling  (till  con¬ 
tinually  that  their  \Perfi(m\  Great 
Schach- Abas  when  he  went  againft 
them,  always  us’d  to  have  one  third 
Part  of  Soldiers  lefs  in  his  Army 
than  the  Indians  j  nay,  that  he  once 
got  them  beat  in  fuch  a  manner,  by 
one  of  his  Concubines  who  led  his 
Army,  that  the  Field  of  Battle  was 
cover’d  over  with  fome  thoufands  of 
{lain.  They  alfo  recite  {till  often  this 
Proverb  (arifen  from  the  faid  Action) 
One  Stone  is  enough  to  kill  forty 
Crows  :  by  which  they  mean  the 
Indians  who  are  moft  of ’em  black. 

As  little  as  the  Perfians  fear’d  the 
Indians ,  they  were  neverthelefs  o~ 
blig’d  to  keep  a  itrong  Garrifon  in 
the  Town  Candahar ,  and  that  for 
fear  of  the  Nations  of  the  Bullock - 
ces  and  A  gw  ares.  Thofe  two  Na¬ 
tions  live,  after  the  manner  of  the 
ancient  Scythes ,  always  under  Tents 
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in  the  Mountains.  They  {hould 
really  be  under  Subjection  of  the 
Great-Mogoly  but  they  being  of  a 
wild  and  warlike  Difpofition,  he  is 
often  oblig’d  to  overlook  their  not 
ftriCUy  obeying  him.  They  for 
the  moft  part  ierve  him  who  of¬ 
fers  molt  Pay,  live  upon  Depreda¬ 
tions,  and  fpare  or  give  Quarter  to 
no  Caravane  whatfoever.  By  De- 
feent  they  are  Armenian  Chriftlans 
or  Turcomannians  from  the  Confines 
of  Caucafus  and  the  Cafpian  Seciy  and 
have  formerly  been  carried  thither 
as  Colonies  by  Temur-leng  y  but  at 
prefent  they  poflefs  but  very  little 
of  Chriftianity,  fave  that  they  fign 
themfelves  with  the  Sign  of  the  Holy 
Cro fs,  are  Benefactors  to  Chriitians 
and  hate  the  Mahometans .  Thefe 
faid  Nations  have  often  cut  out  a 
great  deal  of  Work  for  the  Per - 
fans  in  Candahar ,  and  thefe  latter 
being  defirous  to  preferve  their  A- 
mity,  left  their  Trade  might  entirely 
be  rain’d  by  ’em,  are  forc’d  to  deal 
and  civilly  with  them. 

Mu * 
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Mahamed  Bakir  prudently  confi- 
dering  bow  much  thefe  People 
might  promote  or  hinder  his  De¬ 
fig  n  upon  Candahar ,  endeavour'd  to 
get  their  Friendfhip,  and  was  fo  for¬ 
tunate  as  to  bring  them  over  to  his 
Party,  upon  Promife  that  befides 
thofe  Prefents  he  already  had  given 
them,  they  fhould  have  very  good 
Wages.  And  the  wifh’d-for  Advice 
of  the  Great-Mogol  being  at  lad  hap¬ 
pily  arriv’d,  Muhamed  Bakir  fee  out 
with  his  Army,  confiding  of  feventy 
thoufand  Tartars ,  from  Bamian , 
where  thefe  Troops  had  been  ga¬ 
ther’d  together  and  kept  their  Ren¬ 
dezvous.  When  he  was  pafs’d 
the  Mountains  and  arriv’d  near 
Bansjehir ,  he  was  join’d  by  four¬ 
teen  thoufand  of  the  aforefaid  Bui - 
lockces  and  Agvvares ,  who  were 
well  provided  with  Lances  and  Sa¬ 
bres,  and  Bows  and  Arrows.  ’Tis 
true,  the  Perfians  had  got  fome  In¬ 
telligence  of  this  March,  but  think¬ 
ing  that  the  whole  Preparation  and 
Aim  was  only  defign’d,  as  ufual,  up- 
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on  m  Ineu-rfion  into  the  Province 
ZMeflan  and  Sesjiftan ,  they  drew  to¬ 
gether  Tome  Troops  to  cover  the 
faid  Province  for  no  Body  could  i- 
magine,  that  the  Tartars  wou’d 
venture  to  make  an  Attempt  upon 
fo  flrong  a  Town  as  that  of  Canda - 
bar.,  But  Mubamed  Bakir  turning 
with  his  Troops  into  the  Great-Mo - 
pV  s  Country,  the  Per  fans  ceas’d  to 
be  alarm’d.  However,  the  ftipula- 
ted  Cannons  and  Ammunition  with 
the  Provifion  and  other  Requifites 
of  War  having  join’d'  the  Army* 
Muhamed  Bakir  haften’d  towards 
Candahar ,  and  had  inclos’d  that 
Town  before  the  Garrifon  in  the 
fame  knew  who  was  their  Enemy. 
And  Prince  Zigan  Areptan  being 
alfo  fhortly  after  arriv’d  in  the  Camp, 
with  the  Artillery  (which  moftly 
was  drawn  by  Indian  Oxen)  and 
with  the  other  Stores  and  Provifi- 
ons,  Preparations  were  made  to  be- 
fiege  the  Town  in  form.  Thofe  Ox¬ 
en  are  made  ufc  of  in  the  Indies  in 
lieu  of  Horfes}  they  are  back’d  too 
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and  rode  upon  in  the  fame  manner 
as  Horfes,  and  go  with  as  much 
fpeed.  The  Perjians  in  the  Town 
could  hardly  believe  their  own  Eyes, 
when  they  law  (at  Lift)  that  they 
had  to  do  only  with  ! Tartar i,  from 
whom  they  did  not  imagine  or  ex- 
peft  any  thing  beftdes  Incurfions$ 
but  finding  that  their  Works  were 
attack’d  with  Cannons,  they  were 
under  fome  Confternation.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Governor  animating  them, 
alluring  them  that  the  Tartars  did 
not  know  how  to  manage  the  great 
Guns,  and  the  Kutuvval  too  having 
made  every  where  good  Preparati¬ 
ons  for  defending  themfelves,  they 
refolv’d  to  receive  their  Enemy 
bravely.  This  Kutavval  is  the  Ca- 
ftellan  [or  Caftle-keeper]  who  ftands 
under  the  Command  of  the  Cham , 
andalfoa&s  in  the  nature  of  aSchout 
orjuftice*  He  patrols  conftantly  in 
the  Night-time,  takes  up  all  thofe 
whom  he  can  catch,  and  punifhes 
them  at  pleafure.  The  Perfians  how¬ 
ever  had  foon  reafon  to  be  unde- 
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ceiv’d  from  the  *aforefaid  vain  Ima¬ 
gination  which  they  flatter’d  them- 
felves  with,  when  they  faw  that  their 
Enemies  form’d  the  Siege  as  regu¬ 
larly  and  in  as  good  an  Order  as  the 
Turks  3  but  the  Peace  which  they 
had  enjoy’d  fo  long,  was  the  Caufe 
that  they  cou’d  form  no  true  Judg¬ 
ment  thereof. 

Muhamed Bakir  had  the  good  For¬ 
tune  in  this  Siege  to  have  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  manag’d  by  feme  Englifi  and 
Dutch ,  whom  the  Great- Mogul  had 
got  partly  from  Bengalen  and  partly 
from  Suratte ,  and  taken  in  his  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  who,  notwithflandingthey 
were  but  Sailors,  had  learnt  fo  much 
in  the  Wars  of  the  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany,  that  they  were  able  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  great  Guns  fo  well,  as  to 
aft  both  as  Engineers  and  Gunners} 
for  the  Indians  underftand  the  Ufe 
of  thofe  Engines  of  War  lefs  than 
the  Perfians  and  Tartars.  Thofe 
Foreigners  ply’d  the  Town  with 
their  Guns  pretty  briskly,  and  did 
their  Bufinefs  with  great  Bravery, 
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being  not  only  very  well  paid  by  the 
General,  but  alfo  treated  plentifully 
with  that  Liquor  fo  much  belov’d 
in  the  Indies ,  call’d  Punch.  This 
Liquor  is  in  the  nature  of  Brandy,  and 
carefully  kept  in  earthen  VefTels.  It 
is  likewife  made  ufe  of  to  make 
the  Elephants  mad,  but  then  it  muft 
be  as  ftrong  again.  The  Bullockces 
and  Agvvares  cover’d  the  Artillery  > 
thus  when  a  Skirmifh  happen’d,  the 
Tartars  fcarce  needed  to  lend  Af- 
fiftance,  which  was  the  Caufe  that 
the  Perftans  would  no  more  venture 
a  Sally. 

This  Siege  was  neverthelefs  not 
fo  quick  Work,  but  the  Perfians 
had  time  to  attempt  a  Relief >  for 
altho’  the  'Tartars  had  carried 
things  fo  far  infix  Weeks  time,  that 
every  thing  was  ready  to  make  a 
Breach,  they  did  not  proceed  upon 
it,  by  reafon  of  Muh anted  Bakir's  re¬ 
ceiving  Information  that  a  Perjian 
Relief  was  approaching.  He  there¬ 
fore  held  a  Council  of  War  to  con¬ 
fide  of  Meafures  to  be  taken  inthofe 
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Circum  (lances.  Some  were  of  Opi¬ 
nion  that  they  ought  to  intrench 
themfelves  and  expert  the  Approach 
of  the  Perfians ,  who  from  the  like¬ 
ly  hood  of  their  not  having  been 
able  to  draw  a  great  Force  together 
in  fo  fhort  a  time,  might  reafona- 
bly  enough  be  expeflred  to  be  re¬ 
puls’d  in  fight  of  the  Town.  But 
Muhamed  Bukir  was  quite  of  another 
Opinion,  and  judg’d  it  better  to  go 
prefently  to  meet  the  Enemy,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  mean  time  to  keep 
the  Town  clofciy  block’d  up  by 
fome  Troops  3  and  his  Opinion  be¬ 
ing  approv’d  of  by  the  chief  of  the 
Artillery,  as  alfo  by  the  Generals 
of  th cBuIlockces  and  Agvvares^  twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  Men  were  confequent- 
3y  commanded  to  continue  harafhng 
and  battering  the  Town,  whilft 
the  reft  of  the  Army  decamp’d  with 
fome  Field-pieces  very  privately  in 
the  Night-time,  without  the  Garri- 
fon’s  perceiving  the  fame,  and  went  to 
encounter  the  Perfian  Army,  font 
for  Relief  of  the  Town. 


Prince 
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Prince  Zigan  Areprn  had  b elides 
his  ufual  Troops  two  thoufand  Eul- 
lockces  under  his  Command,  and  led 
on  the  Front.  The  Body  of  the 
Army  was  commanded  by  Muhamed 
Bakir  himfelf,  and  the  Rear  wa£ 
brought  up  by  a  Tartarian  General 
whom  the  Chief  cou’d  rely  upon. 
The  Per  fans  had  plac’d  themfelves 
near  Tarbakan ,  which  Place  is  but 
a  few  Leagues  diftant  front  Canda - 
bar ,  and  therefore  Muhamed  Bakir 
haften’d  fo  much  the  more  to  come 
up  with  them,  in  order,  if  poffible* 
to  furprize  them  unawares  nor  did 
the  Perfians  expedt  any  fuch  thing  j 
and  alt  ho’  they  were  upon  their 
Guard,  they  were  neverthelefs  very 
much  difpirtited  when  they  found 
the  Enemy  upon  them,  whom  they 
thought  to  pay  a  Vifitto  before'  Can* 
dahar.  However,  a  Battle  enfued,  in 
which  both  Parties  fought  for  fome 
time  with  great  Obftiriacy,  but  at 
laft  Muhamed  Bakir  prevailed  and 
got  the  Vidtory  by  means  of  his  Ar* 
tillery,  and  purfu’d  the  fugitive  Per - 

fans 


3  6  The  Life  and  A&ions 

fians  for  two  Days  together,  killing 
a  great  Number  or  ’em.  Nine 
thoufand  Men  lay  (lain  in  the  Field 
of  Battle,  and  the  whole  Perfitan 
Camp  with  all  the  Stores,  &c.  was 
got  as  a  Booty. 

The  new-levied  Troops  contri¬ 
buted  mod:  to  this  Victory  by  their 
fighting  in  clofe  Lines,  but  when 
once  the  Perfians  were  brought  in 
Diforder  the  Tartars  breaking  in 
did  molt  Mifchief,  wherefore  they 
were  allow’d  to  plunder  the  Camp; 
and  after  this,  the  Army  (having firft 
refted  one  Day  for  Refrefhment)  re¬ 
turn’d  fpeedily  in  Triumph  before 
the  Town. 

Muhamed  Bakir  fent  the  Head  of 
th  tChan  of  Zable  ft  an^  who  was  kill’d 
in  the  Battle,  into  the  Town,  with 
fome  Bags  full  of  Ears  which  had 
been  cut  off  from  the  flain  Perfians , 
together  with  this  threatning,  that 
if  they  did  not  furrender  fhortly, 
they  fhould  be  dealt  with  in  the 
fame  manner.  This  caus’d  no  fmaii 
Confternation  amongft  the  befieg’d ; 
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but  very  little  Damage  having  been 
done  vet  to  the  Town  [or  Fortifi¬ 
cation]  and  there  being  likewife  a 
fufficient  Store  Fill  of  Provisions 
and  Ammunition,  they  refolv’d  to 
defend  themfelves  bravely  for  fome 
time  longer,  if  peradventure  they 
might  Fill  receive  fome  Relief.  But 
Muhamed  Bakir  fent  without  delay 
an  Exprefs  to  the  Great- Mogol  and 
to  th eChan  at  Balch ,  with  the  plea- 
fing  News  of  his  Vidtory,  Thofe 
ExprelTes  travel,  after  the  Perfian 
CuFom,  upon  Dromedaries,  which 
are  a  fort  of  Camels,  call’d  in  the 
Perfian  Togue  Schutturi-Baad ,  and 
in  the  fiurkifih  Language  JePDowefi , 
and  they  rather  run  with  more  fpecd 
than  Horfes.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Siege  was  continued  with  great  Di¬ 
ligence,,  ’till  at  laF  a  great  Piece  of 
the  Town  Wall  and  a  good  deal 
of  the  Fortification  being  batter’d 
down,  nothing  remain’d  but  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  general  AFault.  The  Gar- 
rifon  being  animated  by  the  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Town,  was  at  firF 

re- 


5  8  Tfe  Zz/e  Actions 

refolved  to  (land  the  A  {fault,  but 
then  confidering  that  poffibly  the 
fame  might  go  againft  them,  and 
that  the  Town  was  very  much 
weaken’d  and  deftroy’d,  and  there 
beginning  alfo  by  that  Time  to  ap¬ 
pear  a  want  of  Provifion  and  Am¬ 
munition,  and  no  Relief  coming, 
they  at  lad  refolv’d  to  come  to  an 
Agreement,  and  to  furrender  the 
Town.  They  confequently  fent  an 
Officer  to  acquaint  the  Befiegers 
with  their  Intention,  and  Muhamed 
Bakir  feem’d  to  be  wellpleafed  with 
their  Propofal,  but  would  agree  to 
nothing  ’till  the  Kutuvval^  who  was 
refolv’d  to  defend  the  Caftle  longer, 
had  promis’d  to  furrender  at  the 
lame  Time. 

Thus  it  was  agreed  upon,  that 
the  Perfean  Garrilon  ffiould  march 
out  of  the  Town  with  their  Bag¬ 
gage  5  to  have  all  the  Honours  of 
War  allow’d  in  fuch  Cafes  y  and  to 
be  convoy’d  for  fome  Miles  by  the 
Tartars  5  but  that  the  great  Guns 
and  other,  warlike  Stores  fhould  re¬ 
main 
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main  in  the  Town.  The  "Tartars had 
indeed  concluded  to  plunder  the 
Perfians  on  their  March  becaufe  of 
their  obftinate  Defence,  but  were 
prevented  from  doing  fo  by  Muh ti¬ 
med  Bakir ,  who  was  not  only  re- 
folv’d  to  have  his  Word  and  Pro- 
mife  kept  inviolate,  but  alfo  had  a- 
nother  private  Retfon  for  the  fame, 
m.  that  he  wou’d  not  quite  difo- 
bligethe  King  of  Perjia^  with  whom 
he  defign’d  to  make  fome  Terms 
of  Alliance,  in  cafe  the  Great- Mogolr 
whom  he  knew  not  to  be  over-fcru- 
pulous  in  the  performing  of  his  Pro- 
mifes,  fhould  at  fome  time  or  other, 
be  defirous  to  have  the  T own  himfelf,: 
and  endeavour  to  difturb  Muhamed. 
Bakir  in  the  Pofleflion  of  the  fame. 

As  foon  as  the  Town  was  con¬ 
quer’d,  Muhamed  Bakir  got  the  W alls 
and  Fortification  repair’d  $  brought 
every  thing  into  Order  again,  and 
kept  a  good  Number  of  the  foreign 
Troops,  fuchaswere  willing  to  fiay* 
in  his  Pay,  putting  his  own  Tartars 
into  Quarters  round  about  him  in 

the 
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the  Country,  where  they  had  better 
Accommodation  than  in  their  own 
Country.  Next  to  this  he  re¬ 
new’d  his  Alliance  with  the  Cham 
at  Batch  and  others  who  had  affifled 
him*  but  to  the  Great-Mogol  he  Tent 
a  folemn  AmbafTy,  all  tiring  him  that 
he  would  behave  as  his  VafTal. 

The  Succefs  of  Muhamed  Bakir' s 
Enterprizes  brought  fuch  a  great 
Terror  upon  the  Per  fans ,  that  they 
had  no  Inclination  to  try  their  For¬ 
tune  any  further  at  War  with  this 
vi&orious  Enemy,  but  rather  were 
bent  upon  making  an  Agreement 
with  him,  thereby  to  fecure  their 
other  Provinces  from  being  mole- 
lied  by  him  for  the  future  >  and'Af^- 
hamed  Bakir  was  exceedingly  pleas’d 
with  this  Propofal,  being  defirous  to 
gain  Time  to  fet  himfelf  firm  in  his 
new  Conqueff.  An  Agreement  was 
therefore  made  with  the  Perfian 
Schach^by  which  Candahar ,  with  all 
the  Right,  Title  and  Pretenfions 
which  the  Perfians  ever  had  upon 
the  fame,  was  made  Ceffion  of  to 

Muhamed  Bakir  $  who  on  his  fide 
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was  oblig’d  to  promife  not  to  moled 
any  further  the  Perfian  Provinces,  as 
alfo  to  prevent  Perfia's  being  at¬ 
tack’d  from  that  Side  by  the  Great - 
Mogol.  Further  Offers  were  made 
on  the  fide  of  Perfidy  viz.  great  Pre- 
fents,  and  to  give  to  him  and  to  his 
Children  the  higheft  Employments 
in  the  Perfian  Monarchy,  in  cafe 
he  would  make  an  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  Alliance  with  the  Schach^  but 
Muhamed Bakir  thought  it  too  foon  to 
let  fo  great  an  Alteration  appear  in  his 
Condition,  wherefore  he  kept  to  the 
aforefaid  Terms  \  and  thus  the  Per - 
fans  loft  entirely  that  Province  and 
Itrong  Town,  whereas  on  the  other 
hand  Muhamed  Bakir  acquir’d,  by 
poffefllng  the  fame,  fuch  a  Reputa¬ 
tion  and  Credit,  that  the  Great-Mo~ 
gol  and  the  King  of  Per  fa  were  o« 
blig’d  to  flatter  him  by  turns.  It  has 
neverthelefs  been  difcover’d,  and 
Mir i- Ways  too  has  fet  it  forth  in  his 
Manifefto,  that  the  Schach  privately 
perfecuted  Muhamed  Bakir ,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  take  away  his  Life. 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  III. 

The  Nativity ,  Circumcifion  and 
Education  of  Miri-Ways. 


Miri-Ways  is  born  in  the  Tear  of  our 
Lord  1687. 

Ominous  Circumjlances  which  happen* dot 
his  Birth. 

His  Mother's  Dream  when  big  with  him. 

His  Education  and  Undertakings  in  his 
Infancy .  . 

He  daf covers  a  great  Inclination  for  Learn- 
ingy  particularly  to  know  foreign  Hiflo- 
rieSy  and  has  his  Nativity  calculated. 

Prince  Zigaa-Areptan  is  demanded  back . 
The  Condition  the  Country  of  the  Cal- 
muck  s  then  was  in. 

An  Account  of  the  Dalai-Lamma  in  Tar¬ 
tary. 

Bofto-Cham’i  Difference  with  Zaim- 
Cham  Prince  of  the  Mongales  breaks 
out  into  a  W^ar,  when  this  latter  is 
beat  by  a  Stratagem  of  the  other. 

Bofto- 


/ 


of  Miri-Way  s.  44 

Bofto-Cham  enters  into  a  War  with  the 
Emperor  of  China,  by  whom  his  whole 
Army  is  defeated. 

Prince  Zigan-Areptan  returns  to  the 
Country  of  the  Calmucks. 

m  o  n  g  s  t  thefe  many 
fuc eels ful  Undertakings 
which  gave  much  Plea- 
fure  to  Muhamed  Bakir , 
he  at  kit  arriv’d  at  the 
higheil  pitch  of  Joy,  when  his  be- 
lov’d  Wife,  the  aforemention’d  Gmy , 
brought  forth  a  Son  which  was  our 
Mir i- Ways  5  this  happen’d  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1687. 

The  faid  Guny  had  hitherto  been 
barren,  and  therefore  the  P’artariam, 
who  are  very  much  given  to  Super- 
flition,  look’d  upon  fiich  flow  Pro¬ 
duction  as  fomething  extraordinary, 
believing  that  Fate  had  referv’d  fome¬ 
thing  very  particular  for  this  young 
Prince,  in  that  he  did  not  come  in¬ 
to  the  World  before  his  Father  had 
acquired  fo  much  Honour  and  Power 
by  his  many  Victories,  The  Mo¬ 
ther 
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ther  likewife  pretended,  that  fhe  felt 
fcarce  any  Pains  in  her  Labour*  and 
fhe  too  .concluded  from  thence  that 
this  young  Prince  would  be  in  time 
her  greateft  Delight.  But  may  be 
that  die  was  fo  overjoy’d  at  her  be¬ 
coming  a  Mother,  that  fhe  was  not 
very  fenfible  of  her  Pains  in  her 
Labour  5  or  eile,  that  die  only  feign’d 
fo,  to  imitate  what  the  Muflelmen 
believe  of  their  Prophet,  whom  they 
pretend  to  have  been  born  in  that 
manner. 

However,  the  foregoing  Circum- 
ftances  fet  afide,  this  is  certain,  that 
during  her  Pregnancy  fhe  had  a  ve¬ 
ry  remarkable  Dream,  it  having 
feem’d  to  her,  that  an  Eagle  flew  from 
out  of  her  Lap,  who  went  rifing 
very  high  in  the  Air,  and  the  higher 
he  foar’d  the  greater  he  grew,  ’till 
at  laft  he  fhaded  with  his  Wings  all 
Perfia  and  a  Part  of  India.  This 
Dream  therefore  fhe  wou’d  explain 
thus,  that  Providence  wou’d  very 
much  exalt  this  young  Prince  3  and 
that  more  particularly  he  wou’d  do 

great 
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great  Feats  in  Perfia ,  and  protedt 
that  Country.  He  was  in  courfe 
educated  with  Inis  Parents  utmoft 
Care,  and  he  did  really  fhew  in  his 
tender  Years  that  he  had  a  great 
Soul,  for  he  undertook  nothing  of 
childifh,  was  always  friendly,  affa¬ 
ble  and  adlive,  and  fhew’d  the  great- 
eft  Joy  when  he  was  to  be  carried 
from  the  Haram ,  or  out  of  the 
Company  of  Women  into  that  of 
Men. 

The  Situation  of  Candahar  being 
fuch,  that  all  Merchandizes  from 
Perfia  to  the  Indies ,  and  from  the 
Indies  to  Perfia  mint  pafs  through 
there,  he  had  frequent  Opportuni¬ 
ties  to  fee  a  great  many  Strangers, 
and  fometimes  Europeans ,  for  which 
latter  he  always  fhew’d  a  great 
Elfeem.  The  Merchants  alfo  were 
accufbom’d  to  prefent  fome  of  their 
Merchandizes  to  Muhamed  Bakir , 
upon  their  palling  there  >  and  it  hap¬ 
pening  at  a  time  that  the  Pidhires 
of  feveral  great  Potentates  were  pre* 
fented  to  him,  he  fhew’d  the  lame 
„  to 
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to  the  young  Prince,  and  obferv'd 
that  he  look’d  on  ’em  with  great 
Attention,  but  corning  to  that  of 
the  King  of  Perfia ,  he  threw  it  on 
the  Ground  with  Vehemence,  which 
occafion’d  no  fmall  Speculation  to 
his  Father. 

When  Miri-HVays  had  attain’d  to 
the  Eighth  Year  of  his  Age,  at 
which  time  he  (being  much  inclin’d 
to  Studies)  had  made  himfelf  already 
pretty  much  a  Mafter  of  the  Per - 
fan  and  Arabian  Tongues,  the  time 
approach’d  for  his  Circumcifion,  and 
Muhamed  Bakir  made  great  Prepa¬ 
rations  to  make  this  Solemnity  very 
pompous.  The  MmTelmen  do  in¬ 
deed  not  look  upon  Circumcifion 
as  one  of  their  chief  Articles  of 
Faith,  not  one  Word  being  men¬ 
tion’d  of  the  fame  in  the  Alcoran  5 
but  it  being  an  ancient  Tradition, 
and  been  in  Cultom  amongft  the 
Arabians  who  boad  to  be  defeended 
from  Ifmael ,  they  keep  it  up  with 
a  great  many  Ceremonies  as  a  Sign 
of  Confirmation  of  their  being  re- 
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receiv’d  in  the  Number  of  Muflel- 
men,  The  Circumcifion  of  Miri - 
Ways  was  folemniz’d  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Circum (lances,  viz.  His  Fa¬ 
ther  Muh anted  Bakir  fent  his  Am- 
bafladors  to  the  Great-Mogof  to  the 
King  of  Perfia  and  to  the  Chams  of 
l3 art  ary  his  Allies,  and  to  other 
Princes  whofe  Countries  border’d 
upon  his,  acquainting  them  that  he 
was  intention’d  to  have  his  Son  cir¬ 
cumcis’d,  and  inviting  them  to  do 
Honour  to  this  fcftival  Solemnity 
by  their  much- refpefted  Ambafla- 
dors.  He  had  the  good  Fortune 
too,  that  Ambaffiadors  from  almoftalt 
Places  arriv’d  at  Candahar  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  bringing  great  Frefents 
with  them.  The  Ceremonies  were 
perform’d  in  the  Spring-time,  when 
Emir  Muhamed  Bakir  aflembled  not 
only  the  foreign  AmbafTadors,  but 
alfo  his  own  Family  and  Kindred, 
and  all  the  chief  Officers  to  his  Ca- 
flle,  where  he  treated  them  with 
great  Variety  of  dainty  Difhes.  A 
great  number  of  wax  Candles  flood 
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there,  adorn’d  with  all  forts  of  arti¬ 
ficial  Flowers  and  Figures  after  the 
Turkifj  manfter  *  and  a  great  many 
Muficians  were  heard  to  play  at 
Dinner-time,  to  whofe  Mufick  fome 
Bands  of  Indian  Women  danc’d  with 
feveral  comical  Motions  and  Poftures, 
which  lafted  all  that  firfi:  Day.  The 
following  Day  was  kept  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  in  the  Evening  young 
Prince  Mir  I  Ways  came  in  great 
State  from  the  Haram  to  the  faid 
Palace.  TheProceffion  was  begun  by 
fome  Columns  of  Officers  of  the  Ar¬ 
my,  riding  in  rich  Arms  and  Cloaths, 
upon  Horfes  magnificently  attir’d. 
They  were  follow’d  by  a  number  of 
Tartarian  Youths  carrying  a  great 
many  wax  Candles  of  all  forts  of 
Colours  adorn’d  with  Images,  and 
fome  of  them  play’d  upon  feve¬ 
ral  forts  of  Inftruments  of  Mufick. 
Next  appear’d  two  fine  Banners 
of  a  green  Colour,  and  a  wax  Can¬ 
dle  of  an  uncommon  Size,  viz. 
fourteen  Yards  in  length,  adorn’d 
with  various  Colours,  Images  and 
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Tinzel.  Next  follow’d  ten  lefler 
Candles  and  two  Banners  with  a  new 
Band  of  Muficrans.  Laflly  came  a 
large  Candle  again  like  the  former, 
which  was  follow’d  by  young  Miri- 
Way  s's  Tutor  and  his  Body-horfe, 
as  alfo  a  great  number  of  Officers, 
with  feveral  fine  Sumpter- Horfes 
richly  caparifon’d.  Then  appear’d 
young  Miri-Way  s  all  alone  on  Horfe- 
back,  having  on  each  fide  of  him 
an  Officer  walking  on  foot;  he  was 
drefs’d  in  a  Coat  of  gold  Cloth 
with  red  Flowers,  and  his  Turbant 
was  adorn’d  with  two  Hern’s  Fea¬ 
thers  fallen  ’d  to  a  large  fquare  Jewel; 
he  had  a  Sabre  on  his  Side  chac’d 
all  over  with  Diamonds,  which  the 
Great-Mogol  had  given  him  ;  and  a 
Pufikan  of  Cryflai  fet  in  Gold,  fa- 
flen’d  to  his  Saddle;  on  his  Feet  he 
wore  Boots  fumptuoufly  adorn’d 
with  Gold  and  Jewels  :  and  then 
the  Proceffion  was  clofed  with  a 
great  Number  of  Officers  again;  all 
the  Houfes  in  the  Town  being  fine¬ 
ly  illuminated,  as  well  as  the  Caftle. 

D  As 
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As  foon  as  young  Mir i- Ways  was 
come  thither,  he  kifs’d  his  Father’s 
Hand  and  paid  his  Compliments  to 
the  whole  Aflembly,  and  then  they 
inarch’d  from  the  Caftle  to  the  great 
Mofchey  (which  was  alfo  illuminated 
all  over)  in  the  aforefaid  Order,  fave 
that  now  Muhamed  Bakir  himfelf 
with  the  whole  Aflembly  accom- 
pany’d  his  Son.  In  the  Mofchey  the 
young  Prince  was  circumcis’d  by  an 
ancient  eminent  Officer,  and  the 
Foreskin  together  with  the  bloody 
Knife  was  fentto  his  Mother  Gunym 
a  golden  Bafon,  who  gave  a  great  Pre- 
fent  for  it  to  the  Officer.  As  foon  as 
the  Cifion  was  over,  and  a  Powder 
ftrew’d  upon  the  Wound  to  aflwage 
the  Pains,  the  young  Prince  lifted 
up  his  Hands  after  the  Lurkijh  man¬ 
ner,  calling  out  aloud  :  God  is  an 
only  Gody  and  Muhamed  is  his  Pro¬ 
phet.  By  this  A£t  he  had  the  Name 
of  Muhammed  Miri'Ways  given  him 
by  his  Father  j  and  when  all  was  o- 
ver,  great  Acclamations  and  Rejoy- 
cings  were  heard,  with  Drums  beat- 
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ing  and  Pipes  playing  with  all  forts 
of  Mufick.  Then  all  the  Company 
being  return’d  to  the  Caftle  in  the 
afore-defcrib’d  Order,  a  fine  artifi¬ 
cial  Firework  after  the  Eaftern 
manner  was  let  off  in  the  Evening, 
and  after  that  the  Feaft  lafted  for 
three  Days  more,  not  only  with 
Treatings  in  the  Caftle  and  in  the 
Haram ,  but  alfo  to  the  Populace, 
who  had  whole  Oxen  roafted  given 
them,  in  each  of  which  was  a  Mut¬ 
ton,  in  the  Mutton  a  Hen,  and  in 
the  Hen  an  Egg.  Muh anted  Bakir 
order’d  befides  this,  to  diftribute 
much  Money  amongft  the  Army  and 
to  the  Poor.  There  were  alfo  in 
the  Caftle  feveral  Comedians  and 
Juglers  who  ailed  their  Parts,  ma¬ 
king  the  Company  laugh  by  their 
comical  Aftions  and  their  odd  Ge- 
fturesandPofturesj  and  thus  conclu¬ 
ded  the  whole  Feaft  and  Solemnity* 
Miri-Ways  being  now  by  hisCir- 
cumcifion  made  a  true  Mull  el  man, 
he  endeavoured  to  make  himfelf 
firm  in  his  Religion  by  being  dili¬ 
gently  inftruited  in  the  Alcoran  § 
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and  he,  likewife,  fliewing  a  great 
Inclination  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  Hiftory  of  foreign  Nation?,  no 
Expences  were  fluck  at  to  obtain 
foreign  Books,  and  to  get  the  fame 
tranflated  into  the  Perfianox  Arabian 
Language,  to  which  the  Englijh  at 
Suratte  contributed  very  much.  A- 
mongft  the  feveral  Hi  (lories  that 
thus  came  to  Mir i- Ways'*  Hands, 
none  pleas’d  him  more  (as  afterwards 
he  own’d  himfelf)  than  the  Life  of 
the  famous  Cromwell ,  at  whole  For¬ 
tune,  Succefs  and  Cunning  he  was 
thoroughly  aftonifh’d.  He  alfo  learn’d 
the  Mathematicks,  and  made  hirn- 
felf  fo  ready  a  Mafter  of  all  the 
Exercifes  in  Cuftom  amongfb  rhe 
Perjians  and  Tartars ,  that  he  outdid 
all  his  Equals  in  Age,  and  thereby 
encreas’d  the  Hopes  which  were 
conceiv’d  of  him  before. 

There  having  alfo  appear’d  fo  ma¬ 
ny  atifpicious  Prefages  and  Omens  at 
his  Birth  and  in  his  infant  Years, 
and  the  fuperftitious  Tartars  giving 
much  Faith  and  Credit  to  fuch 
things,  Emir  Muhamed  Bakir  was  in¬ 
duced 
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duced  by  the  fame  to  endeavour  for 
clearer  Information  that  way.  He 
had  been  inform’d  that  an  Iman  or 
Saint  liv’d  in  a  Cave  in  the  Moun¬ 
tains  at  three  Leagues  di dance  from 
Candahar ,  who  was  in  great  Repu¬ 
tation,  and  famous  all  the  Country 
over  for  his  Prediction  of  future  E- 
vents.  So  he  went  to  him  with  his 
Son  and  a  few  Attendants,  and  found 
him  in  a  pleafant  cool  Grotto  fit¬ 
ting  by  the  Light  of  fomc  Lamps 
amongft  a  great  number  of  Books 
and  mathematical  inftruments.  He 
was  a  venerable  Perfon  whofe  fnowy 
Hair  feem’d  to  reprefent  the  Decay 
of  Time  and  Tranfitorinefs  of  Life  % 
but  his  brisk  and  lively  Face  feem’d 
to  be  the  Trope  of  the  Soil’s  Im¬ 
mortality.  He  prefently  knew  the 
Perfons  of  the  two  Princes,  and  told 
them  what  they  came  for,  and  that 
he  had  learn’d  already  from  the  Stars 
that  the  young  Prince  (meaning  Mi* 
ri-fVa-js)  was  defign’d  by  Fate  for 
fomething  very  great,  but  that  he 
would  neverthelels  enquire  of  Fate  it« 
ielf about  it.  He  confequently  brought 
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forth  eight  Dice  firung  upon  two 
copper  Wyres,  and  with  the  fame 
he  proceeded  in  various  Ways  and 
Manners  to  hit  the  right  Lot.  Next 
he  took  forty  thin  Pieces  of  Boards, 
placing  them  before  the  Perfons 
prefenr,  which  Pieces  of  Boards 
were  written  upon  on  the  lo  wer  fide, 
and  Muhamed  Bakir  was  to  chufe 
one  of  thefe  Boards,  and  ask  his 
Queftion  which  confided  in  this  3 
that  he  wifh’d  to  know  what  good 
or  bad  Fortune  Fate  had  decreed 
over  the  young  Prince,  his  Son, 
there  prefenr.  Upon  this  the  Iman 
pronounc’d  fotne  Words  3  confider’d 
of  the  Writing  upon  the  Piece  of 
Board  drawn  out  by  him,  and  then 
fetch’d  a  very  long  and  large  Book 
three  or  four  Inches  thick,  whole 
Leaves  were  painted  with  Variety 
of  Angels,  Devils,  Dragons  and  all 
forts  of  Animals,  W orms  and  Iu- 
fe&s,  partly  painted  in  an  agreeable, 
and  partly  in  horrid  Forms  and 
Shapes.  This  Book  he  took  up  fe- 
veral  times,  muttering  at  the  fame 
timetohimfelf  continually,  till  at  lad 
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he  hit  on  a  Figure  which  he  com¬ 
par’d  with  the  W  riting  upon  the  lit¬ 
tle  board,  and  prognofticated  that 
Fate  had  decreed  this  young  Prince 
for  a  wife  and  great  General,  who 
would  maintain  with  great  Prudence, 
Skill  and  Bravery  the  true  Muflel- 
manian  Religion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  become  a  Lord  of  one  of  the 
nobleft  and  moft  potent  Kingdoms 
of  Afia .  Both  Father  and  Son  were 
overjoy’d  at  this  Anfwer,  and  the 
firft  of  the  two  gave  rich  Prefcnts 
to  the  Iman ,  who  at  firft  declin’d 
accepting  of  the  fame,  faying,  he 
did  not  want  ’em,  but  being  much 
prefs’d  to  take  ’em  he  accepted  of 
them  to  give  ’em  to  the  Poor,  and 
then  they  parted. 

Miri-Ways ,  young  as  he  was,  re¬ 
volv’d  this  Prophecy  very  often  in 
his  Thoughts,  and  was  almofE  aiTur’d 
that  Fate  wou’d  affift  him  in  what¬ 
ever  he  fhou’d  undertake  bravely, 
wherefore  he  wi-fh’d  nothing  fo 
much  as  to  be  of  fuch  an  Age  to  be 
able  to  try  his  Fortune  in  the  Army, 

D  4  which 


6^  The  Life  and  AEiions 

which  infpir’d  him  from  time  t® 
time  with  nothing  but  Thoughts 
of  War  5  and  Zigan-Areptan ,  who 
hitherto  had  been  for  the  moft  part 
at  Candahar ,  and  very  well  treated  by 
Muhamed  Bakir ,  having  receiv’d  the 
News  that  the  great  Contaifh^  Bofto - 
Chant,  after  having  loft  the  Battle  a 
gainftthe  Chinefe^  did  ieadfucha  poor 
and  miferable  Life  for  about  two  Years 
paft,  that  it  was  believ’d  he  cou’d 
not  live  long*  that  likewife  his  Son 
Septemhaldius  was  dead,  having  been 
beheaded  by  the  Emperor  of  China , 
and  that  therefore  the  Calmucks 
wifti’d  to  have  Zigan-Areptan  nigh 
them,  to  declare  him  for  their  Mo¬ 
narch  after  Bofto-Cham\  Death  |  from 
all  which  Circumftances  young  Mi- 
ri-Ways  imagin’d  that  a  War  would 
unavoidably  enfue,  he  defir’d  his 
Father  to  let  him  go  thither  with 
Zigan-Areptan .  But  Muhamed  Bakir 
being  allured  that  the  Calmucks  as 
well  as  the  Bucharians  would  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  Prince  for  their  So¬ 
vereign  without  any  Refiftance,  he 
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Opportunity  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
at  War,  where  he  intended  to  go, 
nor  any  where  elfe  5  and  that  he  had 
concluded  therefore  to  fend  him  to 
the  Great -MogoV 5  Court,  which  in 
the  then  Situation  of  Circum fiances 
wou’d  be  of  more  Advantage  to 
him  >  that  it  was  not  always  necef- 
fary  for  a  great  Hero  to  have  been 
in  the  Wars  from  his  Infancy,  it 
being  more  requifite  for  fuch  a  Per- 
fon  to  overcome  his  Enemy  by  Skill 
and  Cunning  than  by  Strength  of 
Arms. 

Prince  Zigan-Areptan  prepar’d  in 
the  mean  while  for  his  Journey  to  the 
leffer  Buchary ,  and  we  having  begun 
to  give  an  Account  of  the  Affairs  of 
that  Country,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  proceed .  Bofto-Cham  then  having 
had,  fome  Years  after  Prince  Zigan » 
Areptan s  Efcape,  fome  Difference 
with  Zain -  Cham, or  Zuji -  Cham, Prince 
of  the  Mongolians,  and  Amnion  Bogda  - 
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Cham  Emperor  of  China  having  had 

notice  of  the  fame,  immediately  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  interpofe  and  heal  this 
Breach  by  his  Reputation  and  Cre¬ 
dit,  and  therefore  fent  Averna  Alca- 
naibu  in  the  Quality  of  Ambafl'ador 
to  both  the  differing  Princes,  defi¬ 
ring  them  to  be  reconcil’d  by  the 
Mediation  of  Dalai- Lamma,  This 
Dalai- Lamma ,  or  Great  Lamma ,  is 
a  fortofaPrieftly  King,  a'ndasmuch, 
nay  more  refpefted  by  the  Calmucks , 
Mongolians  and  other  Pagan  Tartars , 
than  the  Pope  at  Rome  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholiek  Chriftians.  He  is 
even  call’d  God  the  Father,  or  the 
Heavenly  God,  and  the  eternal  Fa¬ 
ther.  His  Place  of  Refidence  is  in 
the  Capital  Barantola ,  upon  a  high 
fteep  Mountain,  where  he  fits  in 
the  innermofi:  and  darkeft  Room 
(which  is  adorn’d  with  Gold  and 
Silver,  and  illuminated  with  a  great 
many  Lamps)  upon  a  Cufhion  on  a 
rais’d  Place,  cover’d  with  the  fineft 
Tapiftries,  and  there  fuffers  himfelf 
to  be  ador’d  a»  a  God,  and  to  let 
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his  Feet  be  kifs’d  with  the  greateft 
Humility.  He  receives  of  all  the 
Heathen  Tartar-Ghams  immenfe  Pre- 
fents.  They  pretend  indeed  that  he 
has  nothing  for  his  daily  Support 
but  an  Ounce  of  Flower  made  up 
with  Vinegar  and  a  Difh  of  Tea, 
but  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  of 
his  being  fecretly  provided  with 
good  Difhes.  Whenever  he  meddles 
in  fecular  Affairs,  he  fends  his  Deva 
or  Plenipotentiary,  who  terminates 
the  fame  purfuant  to  his  Com¬ 
mands. 

The  Emperor  of  China's  Offer 
having  been  accepted  of  by  the  Cal- 
mucks  as  well  as  by  the  Mongalians , 
the  Ambaffadors  of  both  Parties  had 
a  meeting  with  the  Deva >  but  thofe 
two  Minifters  contending  about  the 
Precedency,  and  th tCalmuckian  Am- 
baffador  pretending  that  his  Mailer 
£oJlo- Cham  descended  in  a  direct  Line 
from  the  famous  Zingi-Cham ,  great 
Grandfather  to  Temur leng^  and  that 
his  Power  exceeded  as  much  that  of 
the  Mongalians  as  the  Hairs  of  the 
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Head  exceed  thofe  of  the  Eyebrows  | 
the  AmbafTador  of  the  Mongalims 
was  di [pleas’d  with  the  Compan¬ 
ion,  and  •  reply’d,  that  there  needed 
nothing  elfe  but  a  good  Razor  to  fet 
’em  both  even  5  and  fo  the  Meeting 
and  Negotiation  broke  off,  not- 
with  landing  all  the  Endeavours  of 
the  Deva. 

When  the  Emperor  of  China  heard 
the  Condudb  of  the  two  Ambnfla- 
dors,  and  found  that  the  fame  was 
the  Caufe  that  his  good  Intentions 
had  a  quite  contrary  Effe&,  and  ea- 
fily  judg’d  that  a  War  betwixt  thofe 
two  Princes  was  unavoidable,  he  did 
not  know  what  to  do  any  further  in 
that  cafe.  He  knew  the  Power  and 
undaunted  Courage  of  Bofto-Cham , 
and  for  that  Reafon  cou’d  have 
wifh’d  to  fee  him  humbled  a  little > 
but  he  had  Reafons  to  fear,  that  the 
Mongalians  were  too  weak  to  be  the 
Inftruments  thereof  •,  mean  while, 
he  thought  it  dangerous  to  have  a 
War  on  the  Borders  of  his  Coun¬ 
try,  but  things  happening  fo,  he  re¬ 
mitted 
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mitted  the  Event  to  Fate  5  however, 
knowing  that  the  ftrongeft  Enemy 
may  fometimes  be  brought  in  Con- 
fufion  by  being  lurpris’d,  he  in  (inu - 
ated  to  Z am- Cham  to  fall  unawares 
upon  Bofto-Cham  before  he  could 
draw  all  his  Forces  together  5  and 
having  added  to  his  Insinuations  both 
fome  Prefents,  and  Promifes  to  aflift 
him  in  cafe  of  Neceflity,  he  pre¬ 
vail’d  fo  far,  that  Zam-Cham  enter’d 
the  Cahnuckian  Country  in  a  great 
Fury  killing  whomever  he  met, 
infomuch  that  Bofio*Cham'$  own 
Brother  Dorzizap  was  one  of  the 
Slain.  B ofi 0- Cham  received  the  News 
of  this  when  he  juft  fate  drinking 
Tea  \  and  being  at  firft  frighten’d 
and  in  a  great  hafte  to  give  Orders, 
he  fpilt  the  Tea  which  he  had  in 
his  Hand  and  burnt  his  Fingers  *  but 
having  recover’d  himfelf  a  little,  he 
faid  failing  :  Sec  what  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  Aftivity  is  good  for  5  had  not 
I  been  fo  quick,  I  fhould  not  have 
burnt  my  felf 5  then  returning  to  his 
ufualCalmnefs,  he  took  good  Refoluti- 

ons 
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o ns  immediately.  The  great  Snow 
that  was  fall’n  prevented  at  that  time 
any  Enterprise  of  moment,  wherefore 
he  only  kept  his  Troops  together, 
who  ftill  aftembled  and  encreas’d 
more  and  more,  for  he  faw  that  the 
Mongalians  being  unacquainted  with 
the  Country,  wou’d  foon  enough 
fall  into  his  hands  5  neveithelefs  to 
haften  this  he  got  on  Horfeback* 
and  caus’d  a  Report  to  be  fpread 
every  where,  that  he  wou’d  leave 
every  thing  and  go  away,  fo  that 
they  were  not  to  hear  of  him  again 
till  fome  Years  after  y  and  this  he 
order’d  fo  cunningly,  that  the  Monga¬ 
lians  were  foon  informed  ©f  fuch  (pre- 
tended)  Refolution,  for  which  Rea- 
fon  Zain-Cham  not  only  made  double 
hafte,  in  his  March,  but  alfo  divided 
his  Troops  for  better  Expedition, 
This  was  what  B oft o- Cham  fought 
for,  and  fo  he  attack’d  fi>  ft  eight 
thoufand  and  next  three  thoufand 
of  the  Mongalians ,  and  cut  them  all 
to  Pieces  j  after  this  he  fell  with  his 
Troops  fo  quick  upon  the  whole 

Army 
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Army  of  Zain-Chamf  that  an  univer- 
fal  Fear  over-fpread  it,  infomuch 
that  the  fame  run  fhamefuliy  away 
without  drawing  a  Sword  >  but 
Bofto-Cham  purfu’d  and  kill’d  fo 
many  of  ’em,  that  with  only  the 
Ears  of  the  Slain  and  the  front  Hair 
of  the  Horfes,  nine  Camels  were 
loaden  and  fent  back  as  a  Sign  of 
Viftory  j  be  (ides  this  he  purfu’d 
them  further  with  thirty  thoufand 
Men  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
were  oblig’d  to  retire  behind  the 
Chinefe  Wall.  When  the  wife  Mo¬ 
narch  of  China  had  heard  of  this 
Misfortune  of  Zain-Cham ,  he  dili¬ 
gently  endeavour’d  with  great  Pre- 
fents  and  by  prudent  Remonftrations 
to  perfuade  Bofio-Chcm  to  lay  freely 
down  his  Arms  and  to  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  his  Enemy  j  but  the  am¬ 
bitious  and  revengeful  Bofto^Cham 
did  not  know  how  to  make  a  true 
ufe  of  his  Vidbory,  for  he  fent  back 
the  Prefents  which  the  Emperor 
fent  him,  refufing  to  hear  of  a  Com- 
pofition,  and  demanded  that  he 

Ihou’d 
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fhould  deliver  op  Zain-Cham  with 
all  fuch  as  had  retir’d  into  China ,  or 
he  fhould  be  oblig’d  to  declare  War 
againfl:  the  Emperor  himfelf. 

This  haughty  Anfwer  was  taken 
by  the  Chinefe  Monarch  as  a  Decla¬ 
ration  of  War,  wherefore  he  fent 
fomc  Troops  again (l  him,  who  ne» 
vertheiefs  were  fo  unfortunate  or 
cowardly,  that  twenty  thoufand  Chi¬ 
nefe  were  beat  by  one  thoufand  Cal- 
mucks  j  and  at  another  time  eighty 
thoufand  were  defeated  and  difpers’d 
by  only  ten  thoufand  of  thofe  Tar¬ 
tars.  Amulon- Bogdo-Cham  therefore 
brought  an  Army  together  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  Men  and  three 
hundred  Cannons,  intending  to  un¬ 
do  his  Enemy  by  fo  prodigious  a 
number.  He  alfo  had  already  en- 
compafs’d  the  Calmucks  with  his  nu¬ 
merous  Troops,  and  was  fure  of  the 
Victory,  when  he  ilill  offer’d  advan¬ 
tageous  Terms  of  Peace  to  Bofta- 
Cham  j  but  this  latter  was  fo  puff’d 
up  by  his  late  Succeffes,  that  he  va¬ 
lu’d  nothing,  and  defpis’d  the  Danger 

which 
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he  faw  he  was  in.  Battle  therefore 
was  given,  which  Bofto-Cham  lofl^ 
and  fcarce  was  able  to  retire  with  a 
few  Calmucks  in  the  adjacent  Moun¬ 
tains.  This  Misfortune  was  flill  the 
more  fenfible  to  him  when  he  heard 
that  his  Wife  Any  was  4lain  too  up¬ 
on  her  Flight,  and  that  the  Emperor 
of  China  had  taken  her  Head  with 
him  as  a  Sign  of  Triumph  *  and 
finding  no  Subflftance  in  thofe 
Mountains,  where  mod:  of  his  Peo¬ 
ple  and  Horfes  were  ftarv’d,  he  was 
forc’d  to  return  with  a  very  few  into 
his  own  Country.  His  Subje&s  were 
entirely  diflatisfy’d  with  him,  by  rea- 
fon  he  was  himfelf  the  Caufe  of  his 
own  and  their  Misfortune*  and  they 
grumbled  fo  very  publickly  that  he 
led  afterwards  for  the  moil  Part  a 
difconfolate  Life.  At  laft  he  refold’d 
to  fend  his  Son  Septenbaldius  to  the 
Dalai- Lamma  at  Barantola ,  to  obtain, 
if  poffible,  by  his  Mediation  a  Corn- 
pofition  of  all  Differences  *  but  this 
young  Prince  was  fo  unfortunate 
upon  his  Journey,  as  to  be  flopp’d 

with 
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with  his  fmall  Retinue  by  Abay- 
Dolu-Reck ,  Cham  of  the  Town  Ca - 
mull,  tho’  a  VafTal  to  Rofio  Cham^  and 
Was  fent  to  Pekin ,  where  Amulon- 
Bogdo-Cham  caus’d  him  and  all  his 
Attendants  to  be  beheaded,  promi- 
ling  Prote£bion  to  th e-Cham  of  Ca - 
mull.  This  melancholy  News  made 
Boflo-Cbam  fo  very  much  d-ejefifced,. 
that  fome  Calmn'ckian  Lords  fear’d  he 
woo’d  not  live  long,  and  there  being 
no  nigher  Heir  than  Prince  Zigan-A~ 
reptan ,  they  let  him  know,  as  has 
been  faid  before,  how  highly  it  was 
•neceflary  that  he  fliould  be  at  hand 
upon  Bofio- Cham's  Deceafe. 

Emir- Muhamed  Bakir ,  who  very 
much  lov’d  this  Prince,  and  defign’d 
to  make  his  Country  happy  through 
him,  had  offer’d  him  all  Affiftance^ 
but  feeing  that  the  Calmucks  them- 
felves  fent  for  him,  he  only  fent 
two  thoufand  Men  with  him,  pro- 
mifing  neverthelefs  that  he  woo’d, 
upon  the  firft  Notice  of  his  being 
any  ways  difputed  the  Succeffton  in 
the  Government,  fend  him  his  Son 

Miri - 
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Miri-SVciys  (who  fhew’d  fo  great  an 
Inclination  to  it)  with  the  Supply 
of  a  ftrong  Army,  confiding  of 
Troops  of  his  own  and  his  Allies  $ 
but  defir’d  him  witiiall,  that  in  cafe, 
and  whenever  he  fhould,  by  the  di¬ 
vine  Providence,  arrive  to  be  a  Lord 
of  his  ( Muhamed  Bakif  s)  Country, 
he  would  maintain  the  fame  in  its 
Liberties,  and  eftabl-ifh  good  Laws 
and  Order  therein  3  all  which  was 
willingly  promis’d  by  Zigan-dreptm  j 
and  fo  this  latter  took  his  Leave  with 
all  the  Tokens  of  a  fincere  Friend- 
fhip  and  Gratitude,  and  proceeded 
on  his  Return  for  the  leffer  Bu- 
chrary. 


CHAP. 


6$  The  Life  and  Anions 


CHAP.  IV. 


Miri-WaysV  Journey  to  the 
Court  of  the  Great-Mogol  ; 
his  Quarrel^  Loves- Intrigue y 
and  marriage  there* 

Miri-Ways  fets  out  for  the  Great-Mo- 
golV  Court ,  and  arrives  there. 

The  then  Great-Mogol,  Aureng-ZebV 
Journey  to  Dehli. 

Miri-Ways  has  a  Difference  with  Chi- 
riquilis-Chan,  and  fights  a  Duel  with 
the  fame ,  by  which  he  acquires  Jlill 
more  Efieem. 

The  Great-MogoIV  Birthday  is  kept ,  and 
a  Fight  of  Elephants ,  on  which  Occa - 
fton  Miri-Ways  falls  in  Love  with  an 
unknown  B  eauty ,  who  proved  to  he  the 
Great- MogolV  great  Grand-daughter , 
whom  he  finds  an  Opportunity  to  fpeak 
with ,  and  perceiving  her  not  being  a- 
verfe  to  him ,  fends  bis  Father  word  of 
if  who  treats  by  his  Ambaffador  about 

her , 
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her ,  and  obtains  her  being  married  to 
Miri-Ways. 


ffggS  for  our  Prince  Mirt- 
Ways,  the  fame  having 
jgp  now  attain’d  to  the  fif- 
teenth  Year  of  his  Age* 
and  qualify ’d  himfelf 


pretty  much  in  all  necefiary  Sciences 
and  Exercifes,  he  was  oblig’d  to  go 
on  his  Journey  to  the  Great-Mogol's 
Court,  in  conformity  to  his  Father’s 
Refolution.  His  whole  Retinue 
and  Attendants  confided  of  about 
two  hundred  Perfons,  and  he  having 
a  great  Defire  to  view  the  Countries 
nigh  the  Sea,  efpecially  the  Trade 
of  the  Europeans  whom  he  had  a 
great  Efteem  for,  he  went  in  the 
Year  1702,  with  his  Father’s  Ap¬ 
probation  on  his  way  to  Suratte. 
This  Town  as  fituate  upon  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Tapte  upon  the  Gulph  of  Cam- 
hqja  in  the  Province  of  Gufuratte , 
and  is  a  great,  opulent,  and  fine 
Town  of  Trade,  very  much  and  par¬ 
ticularly  frequented  by  the  Englifh , 
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Dutch  and  French .  The  whole  Pro¬ 
vince  was  formerly  a  Kingdom,  and 
bad  its  -own  Kings,  but  was  at  laft 
conquer’d  by  the  Indoftans. 

Our  Prince  was  very  well  receiv’d 
by  the  Sultan  there,  who  at  the 
lame  time  was  Governor  of  Amada - 
but  ;  and  after  having  infpefted  the 
Counting-houses  of  the  Strangers, 
and  view’d  their  Ships,  he  went  in 
company  of  the  Sultan  to  Amadahat 5 
where  having  likewife  view’d  the 
moil  remarkable  things,  he  went 
from  thence  to  Agra9  and  was  re¬ 
ceiv’d  and  treated  in  a  Princely 
manner  by  the  Sultan  who  was  Go¬ 
vernor  there  in  the  Great- MogoV s 
Name.  Agra  was  formerly  the  Place 
of  Re  fide  nee  of  the  Great- Mogol  % 
but  after  Cha-Gehann  had  built  a 
quite  new  Town  by  Dehly ,  call’d 
after  his  own  Name,  Gehann-Ahad , 
the  refiding-place  was  chang’d  and 
transferred  thither  (it  being  too  ex- 
cefiive  hot  at  Agra  in  Summer-time) 
and  his  Son  and  SuccdTor  Aureng 
Zeb  likewife  refided  there  for  the 

moil 
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molt  part  $  whither  alfo  Miri-Ways 
purfii’d  his  Journey  after  fome  Days 
Reft. 

He  arriv’d  at  this  great  Town  in 
a  few  Days,  but  had  already  heard 
before,  when  he  was  {till  upon  the 
Road  thither,  that  the  Great-Mogol 
was  at  that  time  with  his  whole 
Court  at  Bengala  in  the  midft  of  his 
Army,  fearing  that  the  Fire  of  Dif- 
cord,  which  lay  fmothering  in  the 
Afhesamongft  his  Sons,  might  break 
out  and  play  the  fame  Tragedy  with 
him,  as  he  and  his  Brothers  had  done 
with  their  Father  Cha-Gehann.  Our 
Prince  therefore  departed  from 
thence  without  making  himfelf 
known,  and  went  to  Bengalen>  where 
he  found  the  great  Monarch  of  In¬ 
dia  and  his  Court,  in  a  wide  Field, 
where  the  many  Tents  refembled  at 
a  diftance,  a  vafl  Town.  Miri-Ways 
having  fent  to  acquaint  the  Great- 
j  Mogol  who  he  was,  met  with  a  ve¬ 
ry  favourable  Reception  from  him  5 
and  the  Prefents  he  brought  being 
really  Royal,  confequently  very  ac¬ 
ceptable, 

I 
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ceptablc,  he  was  treated  in  a  diftin- 
guifhing  and  fumptuous  manner, 
which  kind  Behaviour  of  the  Great- 
Mogol  to  our  young  Prince,  was  the 
Caufe  of  his  being  much  valued  too 
by  moll  of  the  Qmrah's  or  great 
Lords  j  and  he  knew  particularly 
well  how  to  infinuate  himfelf  in  a 
prudent  manner  in  every  body’s  Love 
and  Elleem. 

The  then  Great  Mogol  Aureng-Zeb 
was  a  Prince  .of  upwards  of  ninety 
Years  of  Age  and  of  great  Authori¬ 
ty,  who  having  got  the  Govern¬ 
ment  into  his  Hands  by  Subtilenefs 
and  the  SupprefHon  of  his  three  Bro¬ 
thers,  whilft  his  Father  was  alive, 
had  reign’d  for  the  raoft  part  in 
Peace,  not  valuing  the  making  of 
great  Conqueits;  for  he  us’d  to  fayj 
A  King  who  knows  to  exercife  the 
great  Art  and  Duty  of  a  King  in  well 
governing  his  Subjefts,  and  in  the 
maintaining  of  the  Laws  and  Juftice, 
may  truly  be  called  a  King*,  but  not 
fucb,  who  gets  new  Subjedts  with 
the  utter  Ruin  of  his  old  ones.  Ne- 

verthelefs 
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verthelefs  he  conquer’d,  during  his 
Reign,  the  Kingdoms  Golconda  and 
Vi  fa-pour ,  and  the  Country  of  C^r- 
nate.  He  then  at  that  Age  ffcill  endea¬ 
voured  to  give  Proofs  of  his  being  a 
prudent  Ruler,  and  a  great  King, 
and  was  in  courfe  very  much  belov’d 
as  well  as  fear’d,  and  honour’d  with 
the  utmofi:  Submiffion.  In  foreign 
Countries  he  is  barely  call’d  the 
Great- Mogol)  and  that  becaufe  his 
Family  defcended  from  the  Mogohj 
a  Tartarian  Nation,  being  properly 
the  leffer  Bucharians ,  who  formerly 
had  conquer’d  this  Part  of  the  In¬ 
dies  *  however,  the  Natives  will  not 
fuffer  this  Title,  but  call  him  Pad- 
Schach  or  Grand- Signior^  believing  to 
exprefs  better  by  that  Word  his  great 
Majefty,  which  they  very  much  pre¬ 
fer  to  that  of  the  Turkijb  Emperor, 
or  the  King  of  Perfia.  He  is  otherwife 
too  call’d  the  Emperor  of  Indofian ; 
and  the  Ruffians  have  by  a  great 
Ambafly  given  him  the  Title  of  the 
Great-Emperor  of  Eaft  India  and 
Indofian ,  His  Power  is  arbitrary, 

E  and 
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and  not  limited  by  any  Laws.  He 
is  an  abfolute  Lord  over  the  Per- 
fons  as  well  as  the  Goods  and  Chat¬ 
tels  of  his  Subje&s,  fave  that  there 
are  ftiil  in  that  Country  above  an 
hundred  Pagan  Princes  call’d  Raja's 
who  only  pay  him  a  Tribute  >  and 
even  that  they  do  fometimes  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  they  pleafe. 

The  Court  having  continued  for 
two  Months  more  at  Bengalee  re¬ 
turned  at  laft  to  Dehli  or  Gehann - 
Abad,  The  Entry  there  was  kept 
with  the  utmoft  Magnificence  *  for 
the  Army  having  begun  the  March, 
the  Great-Mogcl  himfelf  follow’d, 
fitting  under  a  Baldachin  upon  a 
Saddle,  or  rather  a  Throne,  plac’d 
upon  a  richly  drefs’d  Elephant  >  the 
Throne  was  of  a  Sky-blue  Colour 
fliining  with  Gold.  He  was  fol¬ 
low’d  by  the  Omrah's  and  Raja's 
(amongft  whom  was  our  Miri-Way s) 
partly  on  Horfeback,  and  partly  in 
PaJckfs  or  Chairs  9  then  came  a  great 
number  of  Manfebdars  and  filver 
Mace-bearers  j  and  the  relt  of  the 

Ar- 
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Army  concluded  the  March  and  was 
quarter’d  in  certain  appointed  Pla¬ 
ces. 

Our  Prince  frequented  the  Court 
every  Day,  as  he  had  done  before  in 
the  Camp,  and  got  by  his  good  Be¬ 
haviour  i'o  much  Favour  and  Regard 
of  the  Great- Mogol  and  his  Grand 
Vizier  J(fad  Chan ,  that  fome  of  the 
OmraVsy  who  other  ways  flood  well 
with  their  Great  Lord  and  Mafler, 
begun,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  to 
grow  jealous  of  him  $  but  there 
was  amongfl  feveral  other  ChiriqulFis - 
Chan ,  Brother-in-Law  to  the  fourth 
Prince  of  the  Great- MogoFs  Son, 
whofe  Name  was  Cambax ,  who 
could  not  refrain  from  fhewing  his 
Spleen  about  it  in  a  very  uncivil 
manner  5  for  when  on  a  certain  Day 
our  Prince  was  going  from  the  Great - 
MogoFs  Caflle  to  his  own  Palace,  he 
was  met  by  him  with  a  great  Train 
of  Servants,  who  took  up  fo  much, 
of  the  Way,  and  kept  fo  clofe  to¬ 
gether,  that  our  Prince  could  not 
move  along  on  his  way  j  but  tho’tbis 

E  z  was 
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was  no  fmall  V exation  to  the  Prince, 
he  was  fo  much  Matter  over  himfelf 
as  to  beg  very  civilly  of  the  Chan  to 
acquaint  him  in  what  he  had  de¬ 
fended  fuch  ill  Treatment  from  his 
People  ?  The  haughty  Chan,  who 
by  reafon  of  his  being  related  to  the 
Prince  of  the  Great-Mogo /,  was  fo 
puffed  up  with  Pride,  that  he  va¬ 
lued  other  People  very  little,  did  not 
fo  much  as  vouchfafe  him  an  An- 
fwer,  but  only  commanded  his  Peo¬ 
ple  to  let  the  fugitive  Tartar  (fo  he 
call’d  our  Prince)  go  along.  The 
Prince  upon  this  wou’d  have  drawn 
his  Scimiter  immediately  upon  this 
arrogant  Chan ,  but  refrain’d  by  the 
Refped.  he  bore  for  the  Royal  Ca¬ 
ttle,  he  went  along  through  the 
midft  of  the  Chan's  People  to  his 
own  Palace,  without  replying  one 
Word.  However  as  it  was  an  In¬ 
jury  which  he  was  the  lefs  able  to 
put  up,  in  that  it  had  been  done  to 
him  who  was  a  Guett,  and  within 
the  Royal  Cattle,  in  fight  of  a  great 
many  People,  he  no  fooner  was  ar¬ 
riv’d 
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riv’d  at  his  own  Home  but  he  wrote 

the  following  Lines  and  fent  ’em  to 

Chiriquilis -  Chan. 

Prince  Miri-Way s  of  Candahar  chal¬ 
lenges  the  proud  Chiriquilis-Chan 
by  thefe  to  a  Combat,  telling 
him : 


I  Would  have  punifh'd  thine  abomina¬ 
ble  TJncivility  and  ft  inking  Pride 
immediately  upon  the  Spot  where  thou 
didft  bravado  and  affront ,  not  only  the 
Defcent  of  my  felf  but  alfo  that  of  our 
Majeftical  and  refplendent  Padi-Shahi, 
had  not  the  great  RefpeEt  which  I  have 
for  him  and  for  his  Royal  Caftle  de¬ 
tain'd  me.  But  know ,  that  I  am  now 
refolv'd  to  do  my  felf  Juftice ,  and  re¬ 
venge  my  felf  upon  thy  Caprice ,  and  to 
pmifh  thy  Wickednefs  and  Lying.  I  will 
[hew  thee ,  that  I  am  no  fugitive  Hun¬ 
ter  of  wild  Beafts  as  thou  arty  who 
canft  do  nothing  but  to  run  up  and  down 
through  Bufhes  and  Hedges  to  catch 
wild  Creatures  whom  thou  moft  re- 
fembleft.  Thou  [halt  rather  find  that 
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/  can  hunt  Herd's  and  am  a  Breaker 
of  the  Strong.  Come  therefore  to-mor¬ 
row  Morning  at  the  fir  ft  Glance  of  Au¬ 
rora  to  the  Place  of  Combat ,  which  is 
to  be  upon  the  little  round  Hill  before 
the  T iwn^  where  we  will  fight  for  the 
Bravery  and  the  Preference  of  Defcent 
and  Nation  $  and  our  Servants  [ball  be 
Spectators  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hi/f  and 
fee  what  a  Fog  of  Duft  and  a  hot  Cloud 
of  Lightning  fioall  be  raifed  by  our 
Fight  3  and  thou  jhalt  learn  what  the 
Children  of  thofe  People  whom  I  have 
the  Happinefs  to  be  defended  from ,  are 
able  to  do  *  for  their  Men  are  like 
Mountains ,  and  their  Horfes  like  Ri¬ 
vers.  Fhou'lt  take  meafure  according 
to  what  Pve  now  told . 

Given  in  the  fine  Place  of  Refi- 
dence  of  the  refplendent  Padi 
Shahi  Gehann-Abad  on  the  fth 
Day  of  the  Arabian  Month 
Dzhul- Hhadfchdfchi  of  the  Year 
1  112.  after  the  Hedfchra  (Hegira 
or  Flight)  of  our  Prophet  and 
Lor dMubhammed)  to  whom  God 
grant  Mercy  and  Favour, 


The 
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The  proud  ChirtqwiHs- C ban  was 
ready  to  hurft  for  Anger  about  this 
Letter,  yet  vouchsafed  fo  much  for 
Anftver  $  That  tho’  he  was  not  us’d 
to  fight  with  Children,  he  wou’d 
neverthelefs  come  to  teach  him  how 
to  deal  with  Ferfons  of  his  Conditi¬ 
on;  But  our  Prince  laugh’d  at.  this 
Folly,  and  commanded  every  thing 
to  be  got  ready  that  he  might  mount 
his  Horfe  at  the  break  of  Day.  His 
chief  Governor  having  heard  of  it, 
endeavour’d  to  prevent  his  fightings 
but  being  inform’d  how  defpicably 
Cbiriquilis-Chan  had  treated  our 
Prince,  he  approv’d  his  juil  Refen t- 
ment,  and  got  himfelf  ready  to  ac¬ 
company  the  Prince,  together  with 
the  greateft  Part  of  his  Courtiers,  to 
the  Place  of  Combat.  Being  ar¬ 
riv’d  in  the  Morning  upon  the  little 
round  Hill,  they  were  oblig’d  to 
wait  above  an  Hour  before  Chiriqui - 
lis-Chan  appear’d,  who  being  come 
at  lad,  was  told  by  the  Prince,  that 
he  faw  before  him  one  whom  he 
defign’d  to  treat  like  a  Child,  but 
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that  he  begg’d  of  him  to  fight  bravely, 
that  he  (our  Prince)  might  have  the 
more  Honour,  in  cafe  he,  as  a  Child, 
ihou’d  have  the  good  Fortune  to 
bring  an  unreafonable  Man  to  Rea- 
fon.  ChiriquiBs-  Chan  was  fomewhat 
touch’d  by  this  Compliment, but  his 
Pride  wou’d  not  fuffer  him  to  an- 
fwer  one  Word  >  fo  he  made  ready 
to  attack  the  Prince  with  his  Lance, 
but  the  Prince  knew  fo  artfully  to 
turn  his  Borfe,  that  he  very  dexte- 
rouQy  avoided  the  Throw,  but  then 
immediately  threw  his  Lance  above 
the  Rreali  through  the  Shoulder  of 
the  Chan ,  who  grew  fo  inrag’d  at 
this  firll  Blow,  that  he  drew  the 
Lance  out  of  the  Wound  and  took 
to  his  Scimiter.  The  Prince  call’d  to 
him,  that  fince  he  was  pretty  much 
wounded,  he  fhould  fir  ft  get  himfelf 
look’d  after,  and  when  cured,  to 
purfue  the  Duel,  for  he  defir’d  no 
Advantage  $  but  the  Chany  without 
replying  one  Word,  attack’d  him 
fo  quickly  a  fecond  time,  with  his 
Scimiter,  that  he  had  fcarce  time  to 

draw 
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draw  his.  A  hot  Duel  cnfued  upon 
this,  but  the  Prince  knew  fo  skil¬ 
fully  to  avoid  the  Blows  of  his  Ene¬ 
my,  and  to  put  him  thereby  out  of 
Breath,  efpecially  when  he  had  loft 
a  great  deal  of  Blood  out  of  his 
Wound,  that  he  wasfcarce  any  more 
able  to  hold  his  Scimeter  when  the 
Prince  once  more  offer’d  him  the 
ftrft  Propofal  j  but  the  Chan  growing 
more  inrag’d  at  this,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  give  the  Prince  a  Blow  over 
his  Head  with  the  greateft  Fury, 
was  fo  unfortunate,  that  as  foon  as 
the  Prince  had  parry’d  out  the  fame, 
he  receiv’d  himfelf  fuch  a  Blow  o« 
ver  his  Head,  that  he  dropt  from 
his  Horfe.  Upon  this  the  viftorious 
Prince  return’d  to  Town  without 
touching  him  any  further,  and  was 
fo  magnanimous  as  to  fend  one  of 
his  own  Surgeons  topreferve,  if  pof~ 
ftble,  his  Life, 

The  Report  of  this  Duel  had  foon 
reach’d  the  Ears  of  the  Great- Mogol , 
which  the  Prince  having  got  prefent* 
ly  notice  of  by  the  Grand  Vizier, 
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and  being  likewife  informed  that  the 
wounded  Chiriquilis-Chan  was  reco¬ 
vering,  whofe  Wounds  the  Sur¬ 
geons  did  not  deem  to  be  mortal,  he 
went  to  Court  to  pay  his  Refpe&s 
to  the  Great-Mogol  as  ufual,  and  to 
tell  him  the  Caufe  of  the  Quarrel  y 
fo,  having  according  to  Cuftom  made 
a  deep  Bow,  touching  with  his 
Hands  the  Floor  of  the  Room,  he 
acquainted  him  how  he  had  been 
forc’d  to  fight  a  Duel  with  the  Chan, 
who  had  affronted  not  only  him, 
but  alfo  the  illoftrious  Houfe  and 
Family  of  his  Majefty  himfelf.  The 
Great-Mogol  heard  him  favourably, 
admir’d  his  Bravery,  and  commended 
him  for  his  maintaining  the  Honour 
of  his  Houfe >  and  hearing  that  the 
Chan  was  Hill  living,  he  commanded 
one  of  the  Attendants  to  go  and 
fetch  his  Head  y  but  our  Prince  fell 
at  his  Feet  and  mo  ft  humbly  begg’d 
for  his  Life,  nor  did  he  rife  before 
he  had  obtain’d  it.  From  that  time 
afterwards  no  body  dar’d  fo  much 
as  to  look  four  upon  the  Prince,  it 

being 
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being  feen  publickly  how  he  was  e- 
ileem’d  by  the  Great- MogoL 
•  A  few  Days  after  happen’d  to  be 
the  Birth-day  of  this  Great  Monarch, 
who  on  that  Day  appear’d  on  a 
fplendid  Throne  which  was  fap- 
ported  by  fix  large  Feet  of  maffie 
Gold,  and  all  covered  over  with  Ru¬ 
bies,  Emeralds  and  Diamonds,  the 
value  of  which  is  computed  at  twen¬ 
ty  Millions.  His  Father  Gha-Gehann 
got  the  fame  made,  that  the  great 
number  of  Diamonds  might  appear 
which  he  had  been  fo  long  time  a 
gatherings  but  the  faid  Throne  is  of 
more  Value  than  Art,  for  fave  the 
two  great  Peacocks  which  are  all 
cover’d  with  Pearls  and  Precious 
Stones,  and  made  by  an  European 
Artift,  nothing  of  curious  or  artful 
is  to  be  feen  at  it.  The  Grand- 
Signior  himfelf  was,  according  to 
Cuftom,  drefs’d  in  a  magnificent 
Suit  of  white  Sattin  Cioaths,  wrought 
with  little  Flowers  of  Gold  and  Silk. 
His  Turbant  was  of  gold  Cloth,  and 
on  the  Top  of  it  a  Buih  of  Heron’s 
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Feathers  fet  with  Diamonds  of  an  un~ 
common  Size  and  Value,  and  with 
an  Oriental  Topaze  not  to  he  para- 
leli’d,  fliining  like  the  Sun.  From 
his  Neck  to  his  Belly  hung  down  a 
Row  of  the  larged  Pearls.  Round 
about  his  Throne  were  to  be  feen  all 
the  Qmrah's  (within  Rails  of  mafly 
Silver)  under  a  Canopy  of  gold  Bro¬ 
cade  with  gold  Fringes,  and  there 
our  Miri-  Ways  had  his  Place  not  far 
from  the  Grand- Vizier.  The  Feaft 
laded  fome  Days  y  but  on  the  third 
Day  the  Great  Mogolj  as  cudomary, 
caus’d  himfelf  to  be  weigh’d  y  the 
Scales  as  well  as  the  great  Weights 
were  all  of  maffy  Gold  chac’d  with 
Diamonds  on  the  Corners.  Upon 
this  Occafion  Miri-PFays  deliver’d 
the  valuable  Prefents  receiv’d  for 
that  purpofe  from  his  Father  y  and 
at  the  fame  time,  when  the  Omrah's 
had  given  them  fome  Prefents  of 
Gold,  made  in  the  Shape  of  Nuts, 
Almonds  and  other  fuch  like  Fruit, 
he  receiv’d  a  very  line  Drefs  of  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  a  Terbant  of  a  great 
Value.  P11 
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On  the  next  Day  there  was  & 
Fight  of  Elephants,  at  which  were 
prefent  not  only  the  Great- Mg goi  and 
the  Omrah'Sj  but  alfo  the  PrincefTes 
and  Ladies  from  the  Seraglio,  tho’ 
thefe  latter  look’d  on  for  the  moft 
part  cover’d  from  the  Windows, 
There  was  a  Partition- Wall  made 
in  the  midft  of  the  Court-yard  of 
the  thicknefs  of  four  Foot,  and  five 
or  fix  Foot  high,  and  the  Ele¬ 
phants  that  were  to  fight  together 
were  on  each  fide  of  the  fame,  go¬ 
vern’d  by  their  Leaders  with  a  Hook  $ 
who  alfo  encourag’d  ’em  to  fighr5 
fometimes  by  fair  Words  and  fome- 
times  by  fcolding  5,  fo  they  went  &- 
gainfl  the  faid  Wall  and  gave  one 
another  great  Blows  and  Knocks 
with  their  Trunks,  their  Heads  and 
their  Teeth, ’till  at  laft  the  Wall  fell 
down,  and  then  they  drove  one  ano¬ 
ther  with  fuch  Fury,  that  nothing 
coo’d  part  them  but  the  Cherky's, 
which  is  a  certain  fort  of  artificial 
Fire.  ’Tis  eafy  to  be  imagin’d  that 
their  Leaders  muft  keep  themfelves 

very 
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very  clofe  and  fall  on  the  top  of  thofe 
Elephants,  or  elfe  they  might  eafily, 
in  falling  down,  be  trampled  to 
Death  by  thofe  inrag’d  Creatures, 

At  this  Spectacle  our  Miri-£frays 
loft  his  Liberty,  which  hitherto  he 
had  preferv’d>  for,  feeing  at  a  Win¬ 
dow  a  young  Beauty,  who  caus’d 
within  his  Heart  quite  other  Mo¬ 
tions  than  what  hitherto  he  had  ever 
felt,  he  fix’d  his  Eyes  fo  conftantly 
upon  her,  that  he  was  very  little 
attent  upon  the  Fight  of  the  Ele¬ 
phants.  Fain  wou’d  he  have  known 
who  fhe  was,  but  he  wanted  Cou¬ 
rage  to  ask,  and  if  he  had,  he  wou’d 
have  gotten  no  fatisfaftory  Anfwer  3 
for  the  Royal  Seraglio  or  refiding 
Place  of  the  Ladies  is  fo  well  guard¬ 
ed,  that  none  of  the  male  Sex,  but 
only  Eunuchs,  enter  the  fame,  and 
no  body  can  ever  know  what  Fer- 
fons  are  lock’d  up  there  j  neverthe- 
lefs,  he  being  refolv’d  to  know  who 
this  Beauty  was,  he  took  notice  of 
the  Window  and  Place  where  ftie 
flood,  akho5  he  did  not  know  then 
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by  what  means  he  might  get  further 
Information.  At  laft  he  remember'd 
that  one  of  his  Knights,  who  came 
with  him  from  Candahar ,  was  a  fly 
and  crafty  Perfon,  and  had  made 
Acquaintance  with  one  of  the  Great - 
MogoY s  black  Eunuchs  \  fo  he  or¬ 
der’d  him  that  very  Night  to  come 
before  him,  and  then  intruded  him 
in  Confidence,  that  he  had  feen  a 
Beauty  looking  from  the  Seraglio, 
whom  he  woifd  fain  know  of,  whe¬ 
ther  fhe  was  one  of  the  Great- MogoV s 
Wives  or  Concubines,  or  neither  $ 
(for  there  are  all  forts  of  Ladies 
brought  up  in  the  Seraglio)  and 
therefore  he  defir’d  him  to  learn  of 
his  Friend  the  Eunuch  who  fhe  was, 
that  flood  on  fuch  a  Window,  at 
the  right  hand,  as  he  deferib’d, 
looking  on  the  Fight  of  the  Ele¬ 
phants,  promifing  withal  a  great  Re¬ 
ward  to  him  if  he  con’d  bring  a  cer¬ 
tain  Information  of  the  fame.  The 
Knight,  who  eafily  perceiv’d  that 
this  Affair  was  of  much  Importance 
to  the  Prince,  went  the  following 

Day 
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Day  to  his  Friend  the  Eunuch,  and 
learn’d,  upon  Defcription  of  the 
aforefaid  .  Window,  that  it  was 
Prince  Mathoudin's  youngeft  Daugh¬ 
ter,  who  was  call’d  after  her  great 
Aunt  Rauch anar a- Begum  or  the  Light 
of  Princeftes,  and  Prince  Mathoudm 
was  the  fecond  Son  of  Chah-Alem , 
who  was  the  Great- MogoPs  c  Id  eft 
Son.  Befide  all  this,  the  Eunuch 
told  that  himfelf  had  the  chief  Care 
of  her. 

As  foon  as  this  News  was  report¬ 
ed  to  the  Prince,  he  endeavour’d  by 
means  of  the  faid  Knight  to  {peak 
with  the  laid  Eunuch  *  and  then  ha¬ 
ving  made  him  a  handfome  Prcfent, 
he  defir’d,  that,  fince  the  Princefs ' 
was  under  no  Engagement,  but  on- 
ly  in  the  Seraglio  to  have  her  E- 
ducation  there,  he  wou’d  procure 
him  an  Opportunity  of4  fpeaking 
with  her  in  private,  promifing  to 
oblige  him,  in  return,  in  any  thing 
he  ihould  wifh.  The  Eunuch  at 
fir  ft  reprefented  the  Danger  he 
wou’d  be  in^  ftiou’d  he  be  catch ’d  in 

the 
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the  Seraglio,  together  with  the  Im~ 
poflibilicy  of  fpeaking  with  her  out 
of  the  faid  Place  5  but  the  Prince 
having  added  a  valuable  Jewel  to 
his  firft  Prcfent,  and  requefting  once 
more  of  him  to  ufe  his  utmofl  En¬ 
deavours  to  bring  this  Affair  about, 
the  Fellow  was  at  iaft  induc’d  to  a 
Promife,  thathewou’d  think  of  fome 
Means  to  fatisfy  his  Defire.  The 
following  Day  he  came  again  to  the 
Prince,  telling  him  how  he  had  by 
chance  had  an  Opportunity  to  fpeak 
of  him  to  Rauchamra- Begum^  whom 
he  had  been  oblig’d  to  inform  where 
the  Prince  flood  on  the  Day  of  the 
Fight  of  the  Elephants >  and  that  he 
had  perceiv’d  fhe  was  not  averfe  to 
him,  being  fhe  had  fo  particularly 
enquir’d  after  him  >  fo,  fhe  being  a 
great  Lover  of  Pearls,  he  knew  no 
better  Expedient  for  the  Prince, 
than  to  come  into  the  Seraglio  dis¬ 
guis’d  in  the  Habit  of  a  Pearl  Mer¬ 
chant,  when  hewou’d  privately  car¬ 
ry  him  to  a  Place  where  he  might 
fpeak  with  the  Princefs  alone. 


This 
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This  was  pleating  News  to  the 
Prince,  who  chofe  p  refen  dy  a  Par¬ 
cel  of  the  bed  Pearls  he  was  pof- 
fefs’d  of,  and,  d refs’ d  like  a  Benjanian 
Merchant,  was  carried  that  After¬ 
noon  into  the  Seraglio.  At  firfl  the 
Frineefs  took  him  to  be  really  what 
he  reprefented,  but  they  two  being 
left  together  alone,  he  fell  at  her 
Feet,  and  difeovering  who  he  was, 
aflur’d  her  that  from  the  firfl:  Mo¬ 
ment  he  had  feen  her,  he  had  been 
oblig’d  to  adore  her,  wifhing  for 
nothing  elfe  than  that  Fate  might 
have  defign’d  fuch  a  Miracle  of 
Beauty  for  him.  The  Princeti,  who 
had  no  Diflike  to  his  Perfon,  and 
who,  tho’  it  was  but  the  fecond 
time  that  fhe  faw  him,  felt  a  fecret 
Inclination  for  him,  feem’d  at  firfl: 
furpris’d  at  his  Boldnefs,  but  did, 
however,  anfwer  him  thus:  Prince, 
I  did  not  expert  to  fee  you  here,  but 
if  it  be  true  that  you  do  love  me,  befo 
kind  as  to  fly  immediately  from  the 
Danger  you  are  in  ;  at  prefent  I  can 
tell  you  nothing  elfe  than  that  I  am 

un~ 
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unengag’d,  and  only  educated  here* 
if  therefore  my  Perfon  is  of  as  much 
Importance  to  you,  as  you  pretend, 
fpeak  to  my  Father  and  Grandfather, 
from  whole  Refolutions  mine  de¬ 
pend  j  ’tis  to  be  fuppofed  the  Pad - 
feah  or  Grand- Signior  will  not  deny 
your  Rcqueftj  but  in  cafe  you  have 
not  a  mind  to  bring  at  once  me  and 
your  feif  into  Danger,  I  once  more 
beg  and  hope  you’ll  retire  from  hence 
immediately.  The  Prince  was  o- 
blig’d  to  fubmit  to  the  Frincefs’s 
Command,  tho’  he  thought  it  very 
fevere,but  defir’d  her  before  he  went 
away  to  accept  of  fome  large  Pearls 
which  he  prefented  her  with,  and 
then  having  kifs’d  her  Hands,  he 
took  his  Leave  of  her  and  departed 
very  much  latisfied  >  and  was,  in  the 
faid  Dilguife  of  a  Merchant,  car¬ 
ried  back  out  of  the  Seraglio  un- 
difeover’d. 

No  fooner  was  he  return’d  from 
out  of  the  Seraglio  to  his  own  Pa¬ 
lace  but  he  fern  immediately  an  Ex- 
prefs  to  Candahar ,  acquainting  his 

Father 
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Father  how  his  Affairs  flood  \n  Debit, 
and  that  he  had  pitch’d  upon  a 
Beauty  for  his  Wife,  who  was  one 
of  the  Great- MogoFs  Family  and  not 
averfe  to  him,  wherefore  he  begg’d 
of  him  to  fend  an  Embaffy  to  the 
Great-Mogol  to  delire  the  faid  Prin¬ 
cess  for  his  Wife,  he  being  affur’d 
that  the  Great- Mogol  wou’d  not  de¬ 
ny  him  the  fame.  Mean  while  he 
negle&ed  no  Opportunity  to  make 
his  Court  to  Prince  Mathoudin ,  as 
well  as  to  Chah-Alem  Father  of  this 
latter,  and  Son  to  the  Great-  MogoJ, 
in  order  to  infinuate  himfelf  in  their 
feveral  Favours.  No  lefs  did  he  keep 
up  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Prin¬ 
ce!  $  in  the  Seraglio,  and  acquainted 
her  by  Letters  of  the  Refolution  he 
had  taken.  When  Emir  Muhamed 
Bakir  had  heard  his  Son’s  Intentions, 
he  judg’d  the  propos’d  Marriage 
very  advantageous,  and  therefore 
fent  a  folemn  Embaffy  with  a  great 
many  valuable  Prefents  to  the  Great - 
Mogol ,  demanding  the  faid  Princefs 
for  our  Miri-JVays,  Upon  the  Ar¬ 
rival 
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rival  of  thofe  Ambaffadors  at  Dehli , 
the  Prince  firft  difclos’d  their  Pro- 
pofal  to  the  Grand- Vizier,  who  ha¬ 
ving  a  great  Affe&ion  for  him,  gave 
him  the  Promife  that  he  wou’d,  if 
Occafion  be,  promote  that  Affair  by 
the  Grand-Signiorj  but  Aureng-Zeb 
was  very  much  pleafed  at  the  Pro- 
pofal  of  the  faid  Ambaffadors,  and 
propofing  it  again  to  his  Son  and 
Grandfon  Chah-Jlem  and  Mathoudin , 
receiv’d  their  feveral  Confents  im¬ 
mediately. 

The  Articles  of  Marriage  were  no 
fooner  agreed  upon  but  the  Nuptials 
were  celebrated  after  the  Mahometan 
manner  with  great  Pomp  and  So¬ 
lemnity,  and  the  old  Great- MogoIy 
who  lov’d  Miri-Ways  as  if  he  had 
been  his  own  Son,  fhew’d  himfelf, 
notwithftanding  his  great  Age,  very 
merry  and  pleafed  at  this  Feaftj  af¬ 
ter  which  Rauch anar a- Begum  wi fil¬ 
ing  as  well  as  her  Parents  that  fhe 
might  tarry  a  while  longer  at  Indo- 
fian ,  our  Prince  again  defir’d  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Confent,  and  obtain’d  his 
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Leave  for  continuing  two  Years 
more  at  the  Great- MogoVs  Court, 
no twtth Handing  every  body  at  Can- 
dahar  wifh’d  to  fee  this  new- married 
Couple  quickly.  He  had  confequent- 
ly  a  great  Court  and  Retinue,  and 
fcarce  a  Year  was  palled  when  his 
Wife  brought  him  a  Son  (in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1704)  to  the  great 
Joy  of  both  Courts, 


C  H  A  P.  V. 

Great  Revolution  in  the  Great- 
MogoPj  Country . 

Tdhe  Difcord  amongjl  the  Great-Mogol’j 
Sons  is  the  Reafon  that  Miri-Way s 
takes  his  Leave  of  the  Court . 

Sfhe  Great-MogoL  Sicknefs  caufes  great 
Diflurbances . 

His  youngefl  Son  Sultan  Cambax  makes 
himfelf. Mafter  of  the  Kingdom  of  Vifa- 
pour,  but  the  Great-Mogoi  dying  in 

the 
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the  mean  time ,  his  fecond  Son  Azem- 
Dara  fets  himfelf  on  the  Throne . 

7^  Great-MogolV  eldefi  Son's  Chah~ 
Alein’i"  Alliance  with  Miri-Ways, 
who  comes  to  his  Ajfiflance  with  20000 
Men. 

Ghah-Alem’j  Condutt  and  Progrefs. 
Azem  DaraV  Army  being  defeated 
Chah-Alem  maintains  the  Throne. 
Prince  Zagan-Areptan  is  during  this 
Time  made  Great-Contailh  by  the * 
Calmucks  and  Bucharians,  and  of  the 
Difpofition  he  made  in  that  Country. 
Miri-WaysV  Father  and  Mother  happen 
to  die. 


Bout  this  time  the  Fire 
of  Difcord  and  Jealoufy, 
which  Hill  continued 
glowing  under  the  Afhes 
at  the  Court  of  Indoftan , 
began  to  break  out  more  and  more. 
The  Great-Mogol  had  then  Hill  four 
Sons  living^  viz.  Sultan  Chah-Halem 
or  Schach-Alem ,  Sultan  Mazum  or 
Azem-Dara ,  Sultan  Ekhar  or  Akbar , 
and  laftly5  Sultan  Cambax.  Another 
Son,  who  was  the  eldelt  of  all,  had 

been 
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been  fent  by  his  Father  a  long  time 
before  to  the  Fortrefs  of  Quale  or , 
where  ’tis  fuppos’d  he  wasdifpatch’d 
by  the  known  Drink  call’d  Pouft 
(which  is  a  Drink  they  ufually  give 
to  captive  Princes,  and  of  that  na¬ 
ture  to  make  thofe  that  take  it  die 
by  Degrees)  for  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  him  ever  flnce.  His  Crime 
coniifled  in  having  form’d  great  De¬ 
fig  ns  in  view  $  talking  in  an  impe¬ 
rious  manner  to  his  Father,  and  go¬ 
ing  over  at  lafb  to  his  Father’s  Bro¬ 
ther  Sultan  Sujah ,  who  was  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Enemy,  for  which  Reafon  he 
was  at  his  Return  laid  hold  on  and 
put  in  Prifon.  Aureng-Zeb  had,  up¬ 
on  this  Occafion,  given  to  his  Son 
Chah-Alem  this  Warning,  viz,  that 
to  govern  was  a  ticklifh  Affair,  and 
that  Kings  were  oblig’d  to  be  jea¬ 
lous  of  their  own  Shadows  5  where¬ 
fore  he  ought  to  take  Care  never 
to  give  the  like  Caufe  for  fuch  Pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  himfelf.  But  not- 
withftanding  this  Advice,  which 
really  may  ferve  for  a  general  and 

ftanding 
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{landing  Warning  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  notwithftanding  what 
happen’d  as  aforefaid,  the  Diftur- 
bances  amongft  the  four  Sons  of  Ju- 
reng-Zeb  begun  even  in  their  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Life-time  ;  for  the  third  of 
them  call’d  Ekbar  or  Akbar  (whom 
the  Father  had  already  declared  for 
his  SuccefTor  to  the  Empire,  and 
for  that  reafon  married  him  to  his 
eldeft  Brother’s  Dara  Chab's  Daugh¬ 
ter,  as  alfo  taken  a  particular  Care 
of  his  Education)  having  form’d  a 
Party,  made  a  great  Rebellion  5  but 
the  whole  Army  coming  upon  him, 
and  he  feeing  that  he  cou’d  not  bring 
about  his  Defign,  made  his  Efcape 
into  Pcrfia ,  where  he  died  a  few 
Years  after.  This  Difturbance,  how¬ 
ever,  brought  fuch  a  Fear  upon  the 
old  Great- Mogol)  that  he  encreas’d 
his  Army,  and  kept  always  after¬ 
wards  in  the  midft  of  the  fame.  He 
march’d  with  the  faid  Army,  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1706,  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Decan ,  and  for  the  mo  ft 
part  kept  nigh  the  ftrong  Town 
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Amadangoar.  He  had  given  to  his 
cldeft  Son  Chah-Alem  a  large  Go¬ 
vernment  in  Indoftan ,  who  having 
kept  quiet  during  the  Time  of  the 
faid  Troubles,  was  continued  in 
the  faid  Government  unmoleiled, 
but  the  other  two  Sons  he  kept  con- 
flantly  nigh  him,  and  had  all  their 
Motions  clofely  obferv’d. 

Our  Mir  i-  Ways  fere  feeing  that 
there  would  be  great  Commotions 
in  the  Empire  upon  the  Great-Mo - 
goV s  Death,  and  believing  that  he 
might  be  able  to  profit  fomething 
from  the  fame,  thought  proper  to 
go  back  to  Candahar  with  his  Wife, 
and  that  the  rather  becaufe  the  two 
Years  which  his  Father  had  allow’d 
him  to  flay  in  India  were  expir’d. 
He  therefore  took  his  Leave  of  the 
Grand* Signior,  and  having  receiv’d 
rich  Prefents  from  him  and  the  feve» 
ral  Qmrah's ,  was  very  favourably  dif- 
mifs’d  *  but  he  did  neverthelefs  flay 
almoft  half  a  Year  with  his  Wife’s 
Grandfather  at  his  Place  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  where  feveral  things  were 

con- 
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confulted,  Mcafures  taken,  and  aa 
Alliance  to  their  mutual  Advan¬ 
tage  concluded  with  refpeft  to 
future  Events.  Nor  was  it  long 
after  when  the  News  came  that 
the  Great-Mogol  was  fallen  very 
ill  (which  happen’d  on  the  7th  of 
February  1707)  infomuch  that  he 
cou’d  not,  as  ufual,  ihew  himfelf  to 
the  People,  which  had  caus’d  fome 
Mutinies  and  Rebellions  among  ft  the 
Army,  of  which  the  Fact  was  thus  : 

Azem-Dara ,  or  Sultan  Mazum ,  a 
brave  but  proud  Prince,  having  got 
fome  Difference  with  his  younger 
Brother  Sultan  Cambaxy  who  was 
in  the  Camp  with  him,  as  has  been 
faid  before,  they  went  p.ublicfcly  a 
lighting,  which  coft  the  Lives  of 
twenty  of  their  People.  When  the 
Great- Mogol  heard  of  this,  he  com* 
manded  the  Grand  Vizier  AjJ'ed-Gh&n 
to  appeafe  the  Difturbance,  and  to 
acquaint  his  Sons  in  his  Name,  that 
it  was  his  Will  and  Pleafure  that 
Azem-Dara  fhou’d  have  the  King¬ 
doms  Decan^  Aureng-qbad  and  Bram- 
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pour ,  with  Tome  other  Countries  as 
far  as  the  River  Noarboda *  and  that 
Cambax  fhou’d  have  the  Kingdoms 
Vifapour  and  Golconda ,  with  the 
Country  Carnate ,  which  they  were 
to  take  refpeftively  in  PoffeiTion,  and 
reign  over  them  after  his  Death  5  fo, 
the  Grand-Vizier  brought  it  about 
that  both  Princes  obey’d  to  this 
Command  of  their  Father. 

Sultan  Cambax  went  in  great  ha  fie 
to  the  Town  Vifapour ,  took  the 
Caflle  there  by  Force,  levied  Troops, 
and  then  took  the  whole  Kingdom* 
to  which  the  neighbouring  Raja's 
or  Pagan  Princes,  but  more  efpeci- 
ally  the  chief  Miniders  of  the  lad 
King  of  Vifapour ,  whom  the  Greats 
Mo  go  l  got  difpatch’d  byPoifon,  con¬ 
tributed  very  much,  fo  that  he  got 
in  a  little  time  an  Army  of  thirty 
thoufand  Men,  Cavalry.  He  alfo 
wrote  civil  and  kind  Letters  to  fome 
Governors,  and  in  particular  to 
Daoud-Chan ,  Vice-Roy  of  Carnate , 
whom  he  flatter’d  above  all  the  red* 
but  this  latter  not  knowing  who 

would 
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would  be  the  mod  fuccefsiul  or  the 
three  Brothers,  would  not  prefently 
declare  for  him  j  Neverthelefs,  not 
to  difoblige  him,  he  fent  him  five 
Lees  Rouptes ,  or  a  hundred  and  fmy 
thoufand  Crowns. 

Azem-Dara  on  the  other  hand 
being  fore  that  his  Father  lay  a  dy¬ 
ing,  abfented  himfeif  upon  his 
Friend’s  the  Grand- Vizier’s  Advice, 
only  at  the  Didance  of  a  few  Days 
Journey  |  and  the  Great- Mogol  Au - 
reng-Zeb  died  afiually  four  Days  af¬ 
ter,  viz.  on  the  4th  of  March  at 
one  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon, 
after  he  had  given  Commands  for 
the  opening  of  his  Treafures,  and 
the  paying  to  the  Soldiers  ail  their 
Arrears.  Some  of  thofe  who  were 
mod  intimate  with  him  had  advis’d 
him  to  declare  his  elded  Son  Chah~ 
Alem  publicklyfor  his  Succefior,  but 
he  faid  nothing  in  Reply  but  the 
following  Words  :  I  do  appoint  him 
King  of  Indodan,  but  his  reigning  de¬ 
pends  from  God ,  A  horrid  Temped 
arofe  a  few  Moments  before  his 
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Death,  which  continued  till  late  at 
Night,  and  fo  great  was  the  Storm 
that  all  the  Tents  in  the  Camp 
were  blown  down  \  a  great  many 
Trees  tore  up  by  the  Root  $  feveral 
whole  Villages  overthrown,  and 
Come  Herds  of  Cattle  in  the  Fields 
were  Rifled  with  the  exceffive 
Dud,  in  a  terrible,  aftonifhing  man¬ 
ner. 

Scarce  was  the  Great- Mogol  ex¬ 
pir’d,  but  his  Son  Azem-Dara  re¬ 
turn’d,  and  arriving  in  the  Camp  on 
the  following  Day  after  his  Father’s 
Death,  he  went  into  the  Royal 
Tents,  where  he  was  waited  on  by 
the  Grand-Vizier  and  the  other 
chief  Officers.  Some  Days  after,  he 
feared  himfelf  on  the  Throne,  and 
got  himlelf  to  be  proclaim’d  Pad » 
fchah  or  Grand-Signior,  by  the  Name 
of  Azem-Chah  j  he  alfo  gave  his  Sons 
new  Titles  from  the  Countries  allot¬ 
ted  them,  and  caus’d  a  new  Coin  to 
be  made.  He  iikewife  order’d  the 
Body  of  his  deceas’d  Father  to  be 
carried  under  a  Canopy,  and  with  a 

Guard 


of  Miri*  Ways,  105 

Guard  of  four  thoufand  Men,  to 
Jurcng-  Jhad,  to  be  put  there  in  the 
fine  Vault  prepar’d  in  his  Father’s 
Life-time  by  his  own  Orders.  After 
this  he  lent  Troops  on  the  Borders 
of  the  Country  to  intercept  all  Let¬ 
ters  and  Difpatches,  and  to  hinder 
all  Perfons  whatfoever  from  palling 
to  and  fro.  To  the  Governors  of 
the  Provinces,  as  alfo  to  the  Gene¬ 
rals  of  the  Army,  he  gave  Prefects, 
but  in  particular  to  Daoud-Char^G o- 
vernor  of  Carnate ,  whofe  Allowance 
he  likewife  augmented,  and  even 
offered  him  to  appoint  him  Vice¬ 
roy  of  Vifapour ,  which  Kingdom  his 
Brother  Sultan  Cambay:  had  taken  in 
Poffeflion.  But  foon  after  he  mif- 
manag’d  Matters  through  his  Pride, 
for  he  wrote  to  all  the  Princes  of  In- 
doftan ,  that  the  Crown  was  his,  and 
he  defir’d  none  of  their  ^{liflance, 
but  that  as  foon  as  he  fhou’d  have 
overcome  his  Enemies,  he  wou’d 
know  how  to  revenge  himfelf  upon 
thofe,  who  at  any  time  had  been  a- 
gainft  him.  He  treated  the  Lords 
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and  Miniflers  of  the  firffc  Rank  with 
great  Haughtinefs,  not  coniidering 
their  Services  pail  or  prefentj  info- 
much,  that  when  the  General  Chi- 
riquilis-Chan ,  who  was  like  wife  of  a 
proud  and  impatient  Temper  (being 
the  fame  who  had  the  Difference 
with  Miri-Ways,  as  has  been  told  be¬ 
fore)  reprefented  to  him  at  fome 
convenient  Opportunity,  what  ill 
Conkquences  might  enfue,  fhouid 
he  continue  to  treat  his  Subjects 
with  fuch  Pride  and  Fierceneis,  he 
receiv’d  fuch  a  rude  Anfwer,  that 
he  quitted  the  Army  with  all  the 
Troops  under  his  Command.  Azem- 
Dara  fent  Dulcifer-Ghan  with  fome 
Troops  after  him  to  bring  him  back 
by  fair  Means  or  by  Force*  but 
when  fair  Words  had  been  employ’d 
in  vain,  and  Dulcifer-Ghan  wou’d 
make  ufe  of  Force,  it  came  to  an 
Engagement,  in  which  this  latter 
was  worked. 

Chah-Alem  had,  in  the  mean  while, 
confulted  and  taken  Meafures  with 
Miri-Ways  again  ft  the  expe&ed  De- 
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ceafe  of  his  Father,  and  concluded 
an  Alliance.  However,  Mir  i- Ways 
was  fet  out  with  his  whole  Court 
for  Candahar  before  the  Troubles 
commenc’d,  and  was  receiv’d  there 
with  great  Rejoycings.  Emir  Mu - 
hamed  Bakir  and  his  Wife  Guny  were 
fo  full  of  Joy  on  account  of  his  fafe 
Return,  that  they  went  publickly 
to  give  God  Thanks,  and  order’d 
great  Sums  of  Money  to  the  Poor* 
But  when  the  News  came  of  the 
great  Troubles  in  Indoftan ,  and  that 
Azem-Dara  had  plac’d  himfelf  upon 
the  Throne,  thev  eailly  judg’d  that 
this  woo’d  occafion  the  (bedding  of 
much  Blood,  and  that  they  mull 
ha  (ten  to  lend  Chah-A!em  timely 
Affiftance,  purfuant  to  the  Alliance 
concluded  between  that  Prince  and 
Miri-Ways  3  which  Alliance  pur¬ 
ported,  that  Muhamed  Bakir  fhou’d 
affift  Chah-Alem  at  firft  with  twenty 
thoufand  Men,  but  if  need  be  with 
his  whole  Power  3  and  Chah-Alem 
on  his  Parr,  not  only  relinquilh’d  hfe 
Right,  and  freed  Muhamed  Bakir  from 
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being  a  Fief,  acknowledging  him  as 
a  fovereign  Prince,  but  promis'd  be- 
lide  to  give  and  put  him  in  the 
PofTcffion-  of  fome  Countries  joining 
to  the  Province  of  Candahar.  This 
Affair  requiring  Halle,  the  twenty 
thoufand  Men  were  foon  rais’d,  and 
the  Command  of  ’em  given  to  Mi- 
tiAVays^  who  did  not  delay  to  join 
Chab-AIem  with  his  Troops,  when 
he  had  firil  beat  and  difpers’d  the 
Troops  of  Azem-Dara ,  who  oppos’d 
his  Tallage  on  the  Borders  of  the 
Country. 

Chah-Alem  was  a  prudent  Prince, 
of  great  Circumfpedhon,  and  behav’d 
himfelf  quite  otherways  than  his 
Brother  Azem-Dara.  Many  of  the 
Rasboutian  and  other  Princes  offer’d 
him  their  Troops  without  any  Pay¬ 
ment  or  Expences,  and  he  in  Return 
releafed  them  of  the  Tribute  which 
his  Father  impos’d  on  them,  giving 
them  Prefents  befides.  He  lent  very 
obliging  Letters  t©  feveral  of  the 
Generals  and  Governors,  exhorting 

them 
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them  to  incline  to  no  Party  till  he 
had  finifh’d  with  Azem-Dara.  No 
lefs  did  he  write  to  his  Paid  Brother, 
faying,  That  he  cou’d  not  enough 
admire  his  Condudl,  in  giving  Oc- 
cafion,  that  they  two,  who  both  of 
’em  were  already  much  in  Years, 
and  therefore  ought  to  feek  for  Rei% 
mull  be  in  a  Quarrel  together,  which 
cou’d  not  be  ended  but  by  ihedding 
a  great  deal  of  the  Subjects  Blood  5 
that  he  ( Azem-Dara )  knew  very 
well,  his  Father  had  on  his  Death¬ 
bed  appointed  him  (Chah- Alem)  King 
of  Indofian ,  and  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  leave  him  in  a  quiet  Pof- 
feflion  of  Rich  Countries  as  were  ap¬ 
portion’d  to  him  by  their  Father, 
provided  he  wou’d  comply.  In  the 
mean  time  he  march’d  with  his  Ar¬ 
my,  which  was  reinforc’d  by  the 
Troops  of ' Miri-Way s,  flreightways 
to  Dehli ,  and  drew  on  his  March 
ftill  more  and  more  Troops  from  all 
fldes  to  his  Army,  but  more  efpeci- 
ally  of  the  Nations  of  the  Rasboutes 
and  Patanes ,  which  are  reputed  the 
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bell  Soldiers  in  the  Indies.  When 
he  was  arriv’d  at  Debit ,  and  the 
Town  had  receiv’d  him  with  Joy, 
he  feated  himfelf  on  the  magnificent 
Throne  made  by  his  Grandfather 
Cbah~Gehan ,  and  pofiefs’d  hitherto 
by  his  Father  Aureng-Zeb.  llajfa - 
meddin  the  eldefl:  of  his  four  Sons 
came  likewife  with  a  great  Army 
from  Bengalen  to  his  Affiltance,  and 
had  taken  in  his  March  the  City  of 
Agra'y  the  Commander  of  which, 
who,  for  the  promoting  of  Azam  - 
Dared  $  Intereff,  had  detain’d  fome 
Letters,  he  caus’d  to  be  put  to 
Death. 

Sultan  Cambax  prepar’d  likewife 
for  War  >  but  Chah-Alem  having  al¬ 
lur’d  him  that  he  wou’d  be  as  a  Fa¬ 
ther  to  him  and  prore£t  him  in  the 
PoiTeffion  apportion’d  to  him  by 
their  Father,  he  was  appeas’d,  and 
got  himfelf  crown’d  King  of  Fifa- 
pour ,  fending  his  Son  with  eighteen 
thoufand  Men,  Cavalry,  to  take  Pof- 
fefiion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Golconda , 
which  likewife,  with  the  Revenue 
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of  twenty  five  leek  Roupies ,  or  one 
Million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  Crowns,  were  deliver’d  up  im-* 
mediately  by  the  Governor  Rufian - 
Deli-Chan. 

Not  long  after  this,  in  the  Month 
of  April ,  came  Sultan  Azem-Dara 
with  an  Army  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  Men  to  A ur  eng- ah  ad , 
where  he  relied  for  eight  Days,  and 
then  continued  his  March,  leaving 
his  Wives  behind  him  there,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Grand-Vizier  who 
cou’d  not  follow  on  fo  fall  becaufe 
of  his  great  Age.  Chah-Alem  in¬ 
tended  to  march  again!!  him  in  his 
own  Perfon,  but  was  advis’d  by  Mi- 
ri-Ways  and  the  Rasheutian  Princes 
to  mind  the  preferving  of  his  Perfon, 
and  rather  give  the  Command  to 
his  two  Sons  Ha  flamed  din  and  Ma- 
thoudin ,  who  already  had  given  fuf- 
ficient  Proofs  of  their  warlike  Ex¬ 
perience  and  Bravery.  So  he  went 
to  Agra  to  make  further  Prepara¬ 
tions  for  War,  but  his  Army 
advanc’d  more  and  more  againft  that 
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oF  Azem-Dara ,  and  at  laid  met  with 
the  fame  on  the  20th  of  June  near 
•the  River  Noarhoda ,  being  com¬ 
manded  by  Azzm-DarcCs  two  Sons. 

Chah-Akm's  Army  was  prefently 
put  into  Order  of  Battle  >  Prince 
Mathoudin ,  Miri-W'ays’s  Fat  her- in- 
Law,  commanded  the  right  Wing, 
Mir  i~  TV  ays  the  lefr,  and  the  eldeli 
Prince  Hajfameddin  the  Body  of  the 
Army,  and  a  bloody  Battle  foon  en- 
fued,  in  which  by  the  Bravery  and 
Condudfc  of  the  three  Princes,  the 
Enemy’s  Army  was  fo  totally  beat, 
that  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  and 
forty  four  thoufand  Men  were  kill’d 
on  the  Spot,  and  fcarce  fix  thou¬ 
fand  efcap’d.  Upon  this  Azem- 
Dara  fearing  to  fall  into  his  Bro¬ 
ther’s  Hands,  he,  in  Defpair,  ftabb’d 
himfelf  upon  his  Flight  with  a  Dag¬ 
ger,  thus  quitting  by  his  Death  all 
Pretenfions  to  the  Empire.  So  the 
whole  Country  being  after  this  re- 
ftor’d  to  its  former  Tranquility,  our 
Miri-Ways  took  his  Leave  of  the 
new  Great-Mogoly  who,  after  having 

much 
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much  extoll’d  his  prudent  and  brave 
Condudf,  order’d  him  very  rich  Pre- 
fents  for  himfeif  and  Father,  and 
then  our  Prince  return’d  with  his 
remaining  Troops  to  Candahar , 
where  he  was  welcomed  with  great 
Rejoycings. 

During  thefe  Tranfa&ions,  the 
News  arriv’d  too  from  Zigan  Arep- 
tan  of  his  being  made  Great-Contaijh  -y 
for  this  Prince  was  fcarce  arriv’d  in 
the  lefler  Buchary ,  when  he  heard 
that  as  foon  as  Bofto^Cha?n  had  been 
inform’d  of  his  Son’s  being  put  to 
Death  by  Arnulon- Bogdo-  Cham ,  Em¬ 
peror  of  China ,  he  took  Poyfon  and 
died  5  fo  he  fhew’d  himfeif  to  the 
Calmacks ,  and  defir’d  to  fucceed  the 
deceas’d  Contaijh  in  the  Government, 
as  the  nigheft  Heir.  When  the 
Calmucks  la w  him  again,  whom  they 
had  lov’d  from  his  Infancy,  they 
were  very  glad  of  his  Prefence,  and 
very  readily  proffer’d  to  fwear  Feal¬ 
ty  to  him,  efpecially  when  they  faw 
that  fome  great  Men  had  already 
efpous’d  his  Party,  The  Bucharians 
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follow’d  their  Example,  and  fuch 
Provinces  as  oppofed  the  fame  were 
foon  fuhdued.  Thus  he  having  been 
acknowledg’d  by  all  the  Reprefcn- 
tatives  as  their  Contaifh  or  Monarch, 
they  carried  him  according  to  Cu- 
ftom,  on  a  Day  appointed,  into  a 
pleafant  and  finely  fituated  little 
Wood,  confiding  of  no  more  than 
about  an  hundred  very  thick  and 
fhady  Trees,  where  a  Fead  was  kept 
for  feveral  Days  together,  and  that 
being  ended  he  had  the  Title  of  a 
Great -Contaifh  conferr’d  on  him  in 
a  publick  manner,  with  drift  Or¬ 
ders  that  no  body  fhould  prefume  to 
call  him  otherways  on  pain  of 
Death.  His  firft  Endeavours  were 
to  edablifii  the  following  free  Dif- 
pofition  of  Government,  according 
to  the  Promife  he  had  given  to  Mu - 
burned  Bakir ,  •viz.  He  appointed  di¬ 
vers  Gaffes  of  Magidrates,  each  of 
whom  was  always  dependent  from 
and  under  the  Infpeftion  of  the  next, 
fo  that  the  mod  inferior  rul’d  ten 
Hollies  or  Families,  the  fecond  an 

hun- 
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hundred,  and  the  third  a  thousand  j 
and  all  of ’em  in  each  Diftri£!  to  de¬ 
pend  again  from  a  General  which 
the  Great-Contaifo  commonly  chafes 
from  amongft  the  Tribe  of  the  old 
Bucharian  Princes.  Thole  Generals 
decide  all  Differences  which  happen 
among!!  the  Subje£ls,  and  then  make 
their  Report  of  it  to  the  Contaijh . 
Under  this  Form  of  Government 
they  live  in  the  greatef!  Concord. 
The  frid  Contaifo  is  an  eminent 
Prince,  pofteftmg  many  Merits  and 
great  W ifdom  >  he  is  longanimous  and 
much  inclin’d  to  Lenity,  but  at  the 
fame  time  of  great  Courage  >  for  ha¬ 
ving  wag’d  a  vigorous  War  with 
the  Emperor  of  China^  Amulon-Bogdo* 
Cham ,  he  forc’d  him  tofue  for  Peace, 
and  in  order  to  obtain  the  fame,  to 
pay  a  vaft  Sum  of  Money  for  the 
Expences  of  the  War,  and  to  de¬ 
liver  befide  a  Prefent  of  two  thou- 
fand  handfome  Maidens.  He  loft 
one  of  his  Eyes  by  a  chance  Shot  of 
one  of  his  Servants  when  he  was  a 
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hunting,  but  this  does  not  hinder 
his  being  quiek-fighted  enough  and 
penetrating  in  his  Affairs,  which 
acquires  him  the  Love  and  Refpecb 
of  all  his  Neighbours. 

This  News  caus’d  great  Joy  at 
Candahar ,  and  more  particularly  was 
it  pleafing  to  Emir  Muhamei-Bakir 5 
who  Jov’d  his  Country  ib  extrcamly, 
that  he  had  the  fame  Hill  at  Heart 
tho’  abfeatj  but  it  happen’d  in  a 
few  Years  after,  that  he  was  fur- 
pris’d  by  Death.  He  died  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1712  of  a  Fever, 
which  no  Phyfieian,  aitho’  he  had 
fome  from  Arabia  at  his  Courr, 
cou’dcurej  and  fcarce  was  a  Year 
more  paft  away,  when  his  Wife 
Guny  likewife  died  ^  fo  that  our  Miri- 
Ways  cau’d  all  this  while  not  think 
of  any  thing  elfe  but  to  pay  the  laft 
Honour  to  them  in  their  Funerals, 
which  he  did  after  the  Mohemetan 
manner,  with  great  Solemnity  and 
Pomp. 


Before 
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Before  Emir  Muh anted  Eakird ied, 
be  fent  for  the  reft  of  his  Sons 
which  he  had  by  his  other  Wives 
and  Concubines,  and  in  their  Pre- 
fence,  he,  with  the  Concurrence  of 
all  the  great  Men  of  his  Court,  ap¬ 
pointed  our  Miri-Ways  to  be  his 
Succeftor,  commanding  and  exhort¬ 
ing  them  to  acknowledge  him  as 
their  Liege-Lord  *  and  for  a  Main¬ 
tenance  of  his  other  Sons  he  had 
appointed  fome  Lands  and  Re¬ 
venues. 

Not  long  after  MirPfPays  was 
frighten’d  again,  for  his  Conforc 
Rauch anar a- Begum  being  brought  to 
Bed  of  her  third  Son,  fell  very  ill. 
She  did  indeed  recover  at  laft,  but 
all  thefe  fad  Accidents  did  neverthe- 
lefs  prevent  his  thinking  of  fome 
great  Enterprize,  which  otherwife 
his  innate  Ambition  always  prompted 
him  to.  He  brought,  however,  in 
the  mean  while,  a  good  Army  to¬ 
gether,  and  encreas’d  the  fame  from 
time  to  time  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  Per  fans  begun  to  conceive  fome 
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Inquietude  about  it  3  wherefore  the 
King  of  Perfia ,  Sultan  HoJffem 5  who 
was  threaten’d  with  a  great  many 
Troubles,  in  his  Dominions,  offer’d 
him,  upon  the  Advice  of  his  Mi-ni- 
llers,  the  chief  Command  over  all 
his  Troops,  to  draw  him  thereby 
over  into  his  Intcrefl.  This  Proffer 
was  exceeding  welcome  to  him, 
who  forefaw  very  well  what  Ad¬ 
vantage  this  might  be  to  him  in 
time,  when  in  Perfia  too  he  coil’d 
get  a  Finger  in  the  Pye.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  therefore  of  the  fame  fo  far 
as  not  to  be  oblig’d  to  take  the 
Command  upon  himfelf  but  when 
fotne  War  of  Moment  fiiou’d  en- 
fue$  and  in  the  mean  while  he  was 
bufie  with  fome  bordering  Chiefs, 
whofe  Countries  the  Great- Mogol 
had,  according  to  his  Agreement, 
given  up  to  be  incorporated  with 
the  Province  of  Candahar ,  which 
they  not  being  willing  to  fubmit  to, 
he  foon  reduc’d  them  and  forc’d 
them  to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
Lord.  No  lefs  was  he,  after  this, 

intent 
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intent  upon  making  the  Town 
Candahar  much  ftronger  hill,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Plan  given  him  by 
fome  Europeans  whom  he  had  in  his 
Service  3  and  to  prevent  the  dege¬ 
nerating  of  his  Soldiers  by  Idlenefs, 
he  Pent  them  in  Company  with  the 
Uzbegians  his  Allies  upon  feveral  In- 
curfions,  upon  which  they  plun¬ 
der’d  many  a  Caravans ,  and  return’d 
with  rich  Booty. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VI. 

***  '  <  t  .  U 

Nevj  Troubles  and  Rebellion  in 
the  Great-MogolV  Realms , 
the  happy  Succefs  whereof 
creates  a  Defire  in  Miri- 
Way  s  to  overthrow  Perfia 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  fo  he 
conquers  the  Town  and  Pro¬ 
vince  Kirman* 

Great  Rebellion  in  the  Grear-Mogol’/ 
Empire. 

Mir i- Ways’/  Reflections  upon  the  flame , 
and  his  Temper. 

Two  chief  Sells  amongft  the  Muhame- 
tans;  the  Sunites  and  the  Alifhirs,  and 
their  mutual  mortal  Hatred  of  each 
other . 

The  King  of  Perfia’/  Sultan  Hoffem’/ 
miferable  Government . 

The  Arabians  invade  Perfia. 

Miri- Ways  draws  flome  of  the  chief ejl 
Persians  to  his  Inter  eft. 

Great 
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Great  Revolt  in  Perlia. 

Miri-Ways  conquers  tbe  Rown  and  Pro¬ 
vince  Kirman. 

OME  Years  were  taken 
up  by  tbe  aforefaid  Un¬ 
dertaking,  during  which 
time  the  Great- Mogol, 
Chah-Alem ,  died  >  and  his 
elded  Son  Hajfameddin-Chah  fol¬ 
low’d  him  in  the  Government  as 
well  as  foon  after  in  Death,  leaving 
the  Empire  to  his  Son  Phemeze , 

i  '  * 

\  who  reign’d  for  a  while  well  and 
commendably  •,  but  after  having,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Advice  of  his  Minifters, 
married  a  Daughter  of  a  neighbou¬ 
ring  Raja  or  Pagan  Prince,  and  re- 

Iceiv’d  in  the  Town  of  Agra,  where 
he  redded  for  the  mod  parr,  a  great 
many  Pagan  Families,  he  made  h ira - 
felf  very  much  hated  for  it  was 
fear’d,  that  he  wou’d  even  turn  to 
Paganifm  himfelf,  and  this  bred  a 
general  Difcontent.  The  then  Grand- 
Vizier  Adul-Chan  and  his  Brother 
the  General  in  chief  over  the  whole 

Army, 
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Army,  who  by  Intrigues  and  Bri¬ 
bery  had  got  the  Reins  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  into  their  Hands,  went 
therefore  and  made  him  a  Prifoner, 
put  out  his  Eyes,  and  then  difpatch’d 
him  by  Poyfon,  all  which  was  done 
in  five  Hours  time,  without  the  leaf! 
Difturbance.  After  this,  they  fet  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  upon  the 

s 

Throne  whole  Name  was  Kafierda - 
Chan ,  and  who  at  that  time  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  be  in  Prifon*  but  be  dying 
a  few  Weeks  after.  Prince  Sejanba- 
dur  was  declared  Pad  Jhah  or  Grand- 
Signior.  This  la  If  Choice,  howe¬ 
ver,  did  no  ways  fatisfy  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Agra ,  who  therefore  went 
and  proclaim’d  a  Prince  of  the  Royal 
Blood  call’d  Dfloehankir  for  their 
Pad-Jhah)  by  theName  of  Dara-Chah , 
which  caus’d  an  inteftine  War,  eve¬ 
ry  Party  being  refolv’d  to  maintain 
their  King.  The  Country  being 
thus  divided,  and  to  be  fear’d  that 
fome  foreign  Prince  might  intermix 
in  thefe  Broils,  the  Grand  Vizier 
judg’d  it  neceffkry  to  take  other 

Mea- 
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Meafurcs,  and  gain’d  by  a  great 
Sum  of  Money  the  chief  Men  in  Agra^ 
that  they  open’d  him  their  Gates 
and  deliver’d  up  their  Great-Mogol 
a  Prifoner.  However  a  Report  be¬ 
ing  fpread  as  if  Sejanbadur  had  been 
kill’d  at  Dehli ,  Dara-Chah  was  re- 
ftor’d  to  Liberty,  acknowledg’d  as 
Great-Mogol  by  all  Parties,  and 
crown’d  with  the  ufual  Solemnities. 
After  all  this  was  paft  then  only  was 
the  faid  Report  verified,  for  Prince 
Sejanbadur  was  kill’d,  and  all  the 
Pagans  were  oblig’d  to  retire  from 
Agra.  The  Grand- Vizier  and  his 
Brother  maintain’d  their  Pofts  and 
kept  the  Care  and  Management  of 
the  Government  in  their  Hands  du¬ 
ring  allthefe  tumultuous  Times,  and 
for  a  Year  after  5  and  then  the  Ar¬ 
my  being  order’d  to  feparate,  the 
Empire  was  after  much  Bloodfhed 
reftor’d,  once  more,  to  its  former 
Tranquility. 

Mir i- Ways  was  extremely  attent 
upon  thofe  Troubles,  and  had  a  great 
mind  to  play  a  Part  in  the  Gamej 
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but  feeing  that  the  Parties  were  re¬ 
conciled  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  that 
no  Foreigner,  but  a  Prince  of  Au- 
reng-Zeb's  Family  had  mounted  the 
Throne,  lie  fent  his  Ambafiadbrs  to 
congratulate  him  thereupon.  Re¬ 
flecting,  however,  how  fuccefsful  the 
two  Brothers  (the  Grand-Vizier  and 
the  General  in  chief)  had  been  in 
their  TranfaCtiom,  and  what  a  great 
Influence  the  Pretence  of  Religion 
has  ujpon  the  Hearts  of  fuperftitious 
Men,  it  came  into  his  Head  that  he 
con’d  do  as  much  in  Perfia ,  especi¬ 
ally  at  that  time,  when  it  was  in  a 
rniferable  Condition  •,  for  his  Cah- 
dahar  being  too  narrow  for  him, 
and  his  Ambition  always  prompting 
him  to  feme  thing  grear,  the  Pre¬ 
tence  of  Religion  wou’d  be  the  beft 
Means  to  fucceed.  He,  confequently, 
made  an  Alliance  not  only  with  Uz- 
hegian ,  Dagheftanian ,  and  other  Tar¬ 
tar- Cham  s ,  but  alfo  with  the  Great- 
; Mogol ,  each  of  whom  he  knew  ve¬ 
ry  artfully  to  over-perfuade,  gaining 
them  to  his  Intereft  by  reprelenting 
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to  them  what  vaft  Advantages 
they  might  reap  from  Tome  Troubles 
in  Perfia.  Himfelf  alfo  rais’d  more 
Troops,  and  prepar’d  to  invade  Per- 
fta  at  the  firft  Opportunity.  ’Tis 
eafie  to  conclude  from  all  the  afore- 
faid  Behaviour  of  this  Prince,  that 
he  is  not  only  wife,  prudent  and  fly, 
but  alfo  ambitious  and  of  a  turbulent 
Spirit.  When  he  is  by  himfelf  he 
is  conftantly  a  mufing  and  full  of 
Thoughts,  but  afterwards  fo  much 
the  quicker  to  execute  what  he  has 
refolv’d  upon,  He  is  brave,  and  yet 
not  too  hot.  He  knows  exceeding 
well  howto  diflemble,  atid poffefles  a 
great  Share  of  outward  Devotion. 
He  fliews  a  great  Zeal  in  his  Reli¬ 
gion,  omitting  at  no  Day  any  of  the 
Five  Prayers  which  are  preferib’d  to 
all  Mahometans ,  which  makes  him 
to  be  efteem’d  as  a  Saint,  efpecially 
by  the  "Tartars ,  who  aftually  adore 
him,  and  are  ready  at  his  Nod  to 
ferve  him.  Thus  he  has  always 
cloak’d  his  a  bibulous  Views  with 
Religion. 

G  i  The 


124  Life  and  Actions 

The  Multiplicity  of  Se&samongft 
thofe  of  the  Mahometan  Religion  is 
well  known,  and  has  been  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  already  in  the  prefent  Nar¬ 
rative,  but  the  chief  and  mofi  pow¬ 
erful  of  ’em  are  thefc  two :  Firft, 
the  Se£b  of  the  Sunites^  which  is  pro- 
feffed  by  the  Arabians ,  the  Turks , 
the  moft  part  of  the  Tartars  and  the 
Indoflans  *  and  next,  the  Seel  of  AUy 
or  of  the  Perfeans ,  who  call  them- 
felves  Alijhirs .  Their  Difference 

confifis  chiefly  in  four  capital 
Points,  viz.  Firfl,  They  have 
not  the  fame  Rule  of  Faith  5  for 
tho’  both  Parties  take  the  Alcoran 
for  a  Guide  of  the  fame,  yet  the 
Turks  add  the  Sunam  to  it,  which 
is  as  much  to  them  as  the  Talmud  to 
the  Jews ,  being  believ’d  by  them 
to  be  as  Divine  and  Canonical  5  and 
his  for  this  very  Reafon  that  they 
are  called  Sunites  or  Additioners  5 
when  on  the  other  hand  the  Perfeans 
will  by  no  Means  allow  any  thing 
of  it,  but  take  merely  the  Alcoran 
for  their  foie  chief  Book  to  guide 

their 
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their  Faith  >  fo  that  they  feem  to 
imirate  the  Jewifh  Saducees ,  and  the 
"Turks  the  Pharifees .  Secondly,  the 
Queflion,  Who  was  properly  the 
nigheft  Succefior  and  Heir  to  Mu- 
hamed’ s  Chair  ?  creates  great  De¬ 
putes  amongft  them  j  for  as  to  that 
Point,  the  Perfians  only  acknow¬ 
ledge  All,  faying  that  the  Suc- 
ceffion  both  in  thefpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral  Government  belong’d  to  him 
of  Right,  and  that  he  had  been 
wrongfully  kept  out  of  the  fame  for 
fo  long  a  time  by  Abubeker ,  Omar 
and  Ofman ,  Muhamed's  Father- in- 
Law  5  for  he  had  not  only  Muha - 
med's  own  Daughter  in  Marriage j 
but  was  alfo  exprefly  nam’d  by  him 
in  his  Will  to  fucceed  him  in  his 
Chair.  The  Turks  on  the  other 
hand,  tho’  they  refpeft  AU  too,  in- 
fomuch  that  when  they  mount  on 
H  orfeback  they  fay,  Help  Alt,  be- 
caufe  he  was  an  excellent  Horfeman 
and  Captain,  they  neverthelefs  mock 
the  Perfians  becaufe  of  their  making 
fo  much  a-do  about  him,  and  extol 

G  i  their 
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their  Ahubeker ,  Omar  and  Ofman  as 
the  bolieft  SuccelTors  of  Muhamed , 
'who  on  the  contrary  are  curfed  by 
the  PerJianSy  and  they  ufe  to  fay  of 
’em  with  great  Contempt,  Kiri  fek, 
der  debni  Ahubeker  y  Omar ,  Hmife  bad. 

Dogs  T— -  be  on  the  Mouth  of 

Ahubeker ,  Omar  and  Hmife. 

They  differ,  thirdly,  in  the  Expla¬ 
nation  of  the  Alcoran  y  for  the  Larks 
chufe  to  follow  Harffey  of  whom 
they  boaft  that  he  had  particular 
divine  Infpirations,  and  h  plac’d  by 
them  in  the  fame  Rank  with  Abu - 
hekery  Omar  aod  Ofman  3  whereas  he 
is  deem’d  an  Impollor  and  Heretick 
by  the  Pejfians 5  who  follow  the  Ex¬ 
planation  of  their  AH  and  of  his 
Grand  Ion  Lfafer  Saduk.  Fourthly 
and  kftly,  the  Perfeans  have  quite 
other  Holydays  than  the  Lurks y  theirs 
being  for  the  mofi  part  kept  holy 
in  Commemoration  of  AH  and  his 
Sons  and  Grandsons.  They  alfb  pray 
with  other  Ceremonies  only  three 
times  a- day,  whereas  the  Turks  pray 
five  times.  No  lefs  do  they  vary  in 

the 
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the  Ceremonial  of  Walking  }  and 
even  differ  in  the  Colour  of  their 
Drefs  }  for  the  Perfians  love  to 
wear  green  Stockings,  and  efteem  in 
fgeneral  the-green  Colour  very  much  } 
Jwhen  on  the  contrary,  the  "Turks 
{abominate  the  fame,  faying  that  the 
green  Turbant  of  Muhamed  is  dif- 
honour’d  thereby.  But  in  fhort*  moft 
of  their  Fundamentals  of  Religion 
are  dire&ly  oppofite}  The  Sunites  or 
Turks  make  God  to  be  the  Producer 
and  Origin  of  Bad  as  well  as  of  Good, 
whereas  the  Perfians  or  Ali films  fay. 
He  is  the  Source  only  of  Good.  The 
Perfians  believe  that  only  God  is 
Eternal}  but  the  Turks  fay  that  the 
Taw  is  Eternal  too.  The  Perfians 
fay  further,  that  the  beatified  Souls 
cannot  fee  God  in  his  Eflence,  but 
only  in  his  Operations  and  Proper¬ 
ties}  when  on  the  contrary  th cTurks 
affirm,  that  he  is  vifible  to  them  in 
his  EfTence  too.  The  Perfians  pre¬ 
tend  that,  when  Muhamed  receiv’d 
the  Alcoran ,  his  Soul  only  was  car¬ 
ried  before  God  by  the  Angel  Go*" 

G  4  briel0 
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Irk /,  but  the  Turks  infill  that  his 
Body  likewife  was  p relent  there. 
&c. 

’Tis  therefore  eafie  to  be  imagin’d 
what  a  mortal  Hatred  there  mull 
reign  amongft  the  different  Profef- 
fors  of  the  two  Se£ts.  The  Turks 
call  th ePerJianS)  Falfifiers  of  tho  Al¬ 
coran-,  abandon’d  by  God  $  abomi¬ 
nable  Blafphemers  of  the  Name  of 
their  holy  Prophet  Muhamed.  They 
cfieem  them  as  People  who  arefaH’n 
away  from  their  Faith,  and  turn’d 
from  the  true  Religion  to  fuch  an 
abominable  Herefy,  that  they  are 
never  to  be  brought  back  again  into 
the  right  Path 5  fo  they  give  them 
no  Quarter  when  they  are  at  War, 
and  judge  them  fo  unworthy  of  Life, 
that  they  will  not  fo  much  as  have 
them  for  Slaves.  They  call  them 
in  their  publiek  Writings,  a  Com- 
mon-fhore  of  all  Filth  and  Unclean- 
nefs  and  fay,  there  is  more  Hopes  that 
a  C  hr  if  i  an  or  a  Jew  fhou’d  become 
a  true  Believer,  than  a  Perfian >  they 
declare  them  as  outlaw’d  People  to 
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be  kill’d  by  any  body  whatfoever. 
The  Per  Jims  on  the  contrary  make 
as  little  account  of  the  Turks ,  and 
therefore  endeavour  fo  much  the 
more  to  differ  from  them  in  their 
way  of  living,  Morals,  Cuftotns  and 
Dodtrines  $  and  compare  them  with 
Tigers  and  Lions,  fancying  them- 
felves  to  be  Angels  in  Comparifon 
with  them,  and  they  count  it  no 
great  Sin  to  kill  a  Turk. 

Miri-PFays  thought  to  profit  from 
fo  terrible  an  Hatred  and  Animofity* 
and  to  overthrow  the  Kingdom  of 
Perjia ,  efpecially  when  at  that  time 
it  was  in  a  miferable  Condition  by 
the  bad  Government  of  the  King, 
whofe  Name  was  Sultan  HoJJem 
Schufeni',  Schah  Solyman  or  Selim  the 
Fourth.  His  Father  was  Schach  So - 
lyman  or  Selim  the  Third :  His 
Grandfather  Schach  Abas  the  Second, 
and  his  great  Grandfather  Schach 
Sefi ,  who  was  Grandfon  to  the  great 
but  alfo  very  cruel  Schach  Abas  the 
Firft, 

;  *  i  i  On  l.  i 
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His  Education  and  Inftru&ion 
was,  lil^e  all  thofe  of  his  Ancedors, 
very  indifferent  )  for  he  was,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Per  fern  Cuftom,  not  per¬ 
mitted,  during  his  Father’s  Life¬ 
time,  to  come  out  of  the  Haram  or 
Refidence  of  Women,  where  the 
black  Eunuchs  were  his  Play-fel¬ 
lows  5  the  Maid-fervants,  or  lefler 
Concubines,  of  the  King  his  Father, 
his  Attendants)  his  Mother  the 
Guardian^  and  an  Eunuch,  who  w as 
appointed  by  the  Women,  hi^Tutor. 
Amongft  this  Parcel  of  Women  he 
had  his  Education,  and  there  he  faw 
no  Soul  to  give  him  fome  good  Ad¬ 
vice  or  inlfrud  him  in  the  Art  of 
Government,  Neither  cou’d  lie  ac¬ 
quire  there  any  Qualifications  from 
Exerciies,  for  the  Place  was  fo  nar¬ 
row  that  there  was  no  Room  to  ride 
Horfe  )  fo  they  kt  him  fome-' 
times  upon  an  Aik,  to  teach  him 
how  to  carry  his  Legs.  His  Tutor’s 
greatefl  Care  was  to  make  him  a 
Bigott  in  Religion  and  Superditiqn  5 
and  he  was  diligently  prevented  from 

“  reading 
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reading  the  Adions  of  famous  Men* 
of  Affairs  of  State  or  War  $. and  from 
fuch  other  Knowledge  as  is  becom¬ 
ing  and  fit  for  a  Prince  >  with  the 
Defign,  that  they  might  be  fure,  in 
cafe  he  fhou’d  happen  to  be  King, 
of  his  leaving  all  to  his  Min  liters, 
and  not  take  the  Reins  of  Govern¬ 
ment  into  his  own  Hands,  or  make 
Innovations.  They  likewife  permit¬ 
ted  him  the  ufe  of  Concubines  before 
he  was  come  to  a  proper  Age  and 
Strength,  which  fill’d  his  Mind  fo 
much  with  Love-Affairs,  that  he 
cou’d  the  lefs  think  of  ferrous  things  5 
and  to  enable  him,  in  his  tender 
Years,  to  act  his  Part  with  fuch  Bed¬ 
fellows,  the  Phyficians  were  oblig’d 
to  give  him  daily  Provocative  Me¬ 
dicines,  which  indeed  encourag’d  and 
enabled  him  to  Lafcivioufriefs,  but 
were  in  a  great  meafure  the  Caufe  of 
his  being,  when  grown  older,  of  a 
dull,  heavy  Spirit  •,  melancholly  and 
caft  down,  lazy  and  ftupid,  lean  of 
Body,  and  of  weak  Senfes  and  Mem¬ 
bers. 


From 
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From  this  his  faid  Education  ?ti$ 
not  difficult  to  judge  how  his  Reiga 
was,  to  which  he  arriv’d  in  the 
Year  of.  our  Lord  1694-5  for  his 
Father  died  that  Year.  As  to  his 
Perfon,  he  was  little  5  of  a  free  and 
peaceable  Spirit  5  but  fo  given  to 
Venereal  Pleafures,  that  he  kept  no 
meafurc  in  the  fame.  The  Differen¬ 
ces  with  the  Indians ,  Turks  and  Ara¬ 
bians  he  us’d  to  compofe  by  his  Go¬ 
vernors  with  a  Sum  of  Money  5  but 
the  Turks  he  always  was  mod  afraid 
of.  As  for  the  red,  he  lov’d  Wine 
very  much,  and  delighted  exceeding¬ 
ly  in  Building  5  info  much  that  in 
the  fird  ten  Years  of  his  Reign,  he 
expended  that  way  from  four  to  five 
Millions  of  Money.  All  thefe  things 
created  a  Hatred  in  his  Subje&s, 
who  told  publickly  of  him,  He  was 
nothing  of  a  King  but  in  Name. 
And  his  younger  Brother,  who  had 
far  better  Parts  than  himfelf,  but 
was  always  guarded  in  the  Palace, 
us’d  often  toYay,  he  knew  not  what 
his  Brother  did  with  the  Grown.  He 

was 
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was  fo  mean-fpirited,  and  ftocd  in 
fiich  Awe  and  Fear  of  his  Minifters, 
that  when  he  loft  but  a  Trifle  at 
Gaming,  he  us’d  to  deftre  the  Win¬ 
ner  very  often  not  to  tell  it  to  the 
Nazar ,  who,  as  High-Treafurer^pays 
away  the  Royal  Monies,  He  had, 
by  the  Encreafe  and  multiplying  of 
exorbitant  Taxes,  and  the  Stop  put 
to  Trade, brought  the  whole  Nation 
long  ago  in  a  Ferment,  which  was 
already  impoverifh’d  and  in  Want  of 
Money  before.  The  whole  Admi- 
niftration  was  in  the  Hands  of  Athe- 
maad  Daulet  (which  fignifles,  the 
Support  and  Refuge  of  the  Court) 
who  was  Great-Chancellor  or  Prime 
Minifter. 

Miri-fVays  therefore  having  a 
thorough  Knowledge  of  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  this  Prince,  he  thought  it 
was  now  time  to  put  his  Defigns 
in  Execution,  but  judg’d  neverthe- 
lefs  necefTary  to  gain  firft,  if  pofll- 
ble,  fome  of  the  Perfian  Lords. 

Jn  the  mean  time  the  Arabians 
had,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  17]  8,  in¬ 
vaded 
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vaded  Perfm  3  and  after  they  had  taken 
the  Ifland  Baharem  belonging  to  the 
Province  of  Kirman ,  they  laid  Siege 
to  Qrmus.  In  thefe  Broils,  which 
laffced  till  1719,  Sultan  Hojfem  did 
not  know  what  to  do,  nor  how  to 
help  himfeif  3  fo  he  lent  a  folemn 
Embaffy  to  Count  Erceyra ,  Viceroy 
of  the  King  of  Portugal^  at  Mafcate 
in  Arabia  3  and  renewing  with  him 
the  former  Alliance,  begg’d  for  im¬ 
mediate  Affidance.  The  Arabians 
having  behav’d  but  very  indifferently 
towards  th q  Portuguefe  (for  upon  their 
Inftigation,  the  Town  Cor  in  Arabia 
had  revoked,  tho*  foon  retaken  by 
General  Ameyda ,  upon  which  Qcca- 
fion  a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  were  kill’d,  the  Forts  demo- 
] idl’d,  and  the  Arabian  Ships  taken 
as  Prices)  the  Portuguefe  General  A- 
meyda  receiv’d  Order  to  aflift  the 
Perfans ,  who  then  had  got  toge¬ 
ther  an  Army  of  eighty  thoufand 
Men  3  fo  the  Arabians  were  fright¬ 
ened,  and  retired.  Upon  this  O'c- 
caftan  they  were  truly  fenfible  of  the 

Want 
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Want  of  Money  in  Perfect',  for  the 
fame  was  then  fo  great  that  the  King 
was  forc’d  to  give  Commands  for 
the  opening  of  the  rich  Monuments 
and  Vaults,  and  the  taking  of  Jewels 
and  other  Valuables  from  the  dead 
Bodies. 

Our  Mhi-lVayi  might  very  well, 
at  that  Jun&ure  of  time,  have  put 
his  Deiigo  in  Execution,  but  he  was 
fo  fubdle,  that  he  wou’d  wait  flail  for 
a  better  Opportunity,  and  firfl:  draw 
fome  Perfian  Miniflers  to  his  Party, 
for  which  he  had  already  form’d  his 
Scheme,  and  was  contriving  the 
Means.  He  fet  in  courfe  his  fe° 
cret  Agents  to  work,  to  watch  and 
obferve  all  the  Motions  of  the  Per - 
fean  Court  5  and  gain’d  to  his  Party 
not  only  fome  Governors  and  Mini¬ 
fters,  but  alio  the  King’s  prime  Mi- 
nifter,  the  Vizier  Schema  a  l  hirnfelf, 
who  was  pro  rais’d,  that  he  fhou’d 
be  promoted  to  the  Crown,  upon 
Condition  that  he  ihou’d  turn  to  the 
§e£t  of  the  S unites.  Mir i- Ways  did 
not  in  the  leaft  intend  this,  having 
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quite  other  Views  5  but  he  fought  by 
this  Means  to  get  a  firm  footing 
in  Perfta^  after  which  he  knew  he 
fhou’d  not  want  Means  to  bring 
about,  that  this  Prime  Minifter  (who 
was  not  cunning  enough  to  cope 
with  him)  fhou’d  be  deftroy’d  by 
the  King  himfelf  >  and  that  when 
he  fhould  be  remov’d,  it  wcu’d  be 
eafie  for  him  to  keep  rhe  refi:  of  the 
Malecontents  under  by  Force,  in 
cafe  they  fhou’d  defign  to  quit  his 
Party.  Thus  craftily  had  he  laid 
his  Plan,  and  kept  his  Defign  fo  fe- 
cret,  that  no  body  knew  of  it  till 
it  was  put  in  Execution. 

’Twas  not  long  after,  m.  in  the 
Year  1720,  that  fcveral  fuccefiive 
Rebellions  were  rais’d  in  divers  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Perfia .  Prince 
Ufmei  of  Dageflhan ,  and  Sultan  Mu- 
wed  of  Utemijh  or  Udemia  made  the 
beginning  of  a  Rupture  by  invading 
Perfia  with  their  Tartars ,  and  they 
made  fad  Work  with  robbing  and 
plundering  the  Country.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  a  Perfian  Nobleman  whofeName 

was 
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was  Laayfie  revolted  >  and  drawing 
together  the  Nation  Lafcki  on  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  he  by  them  conquer’d 
the  Town  Sjamachie  in  Shirvvan , 
which  Town  us’d  to  bring  in  to  the 
King  of  Perfia  the  yearly  Revenue 
of  a  Million  of  Lion  Dollars  [or 
Crowns]  only  from  the  (ilk  Trade. 
Upon  the  taking  of  this  Town,  up¬ 
wards  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  Men  were  cut  in  Pieces,  amongd: 
whom  were  two  hundred  Ruffian 
Merchants,  who  traded  there  with 
Tinn,  Lead,  Copper  and  Furr  5  and 
they  alone  had  a  Million  of  ready 
Money  by  them.  After  this  the  faid 
Rebel  took  the  Town  dr  debit  in  the 
Province  of  Dilem .  Another  call’d 
an  Iman ,  or  the  Prince  of  Macao9 
made  an  Infurre&ion  at  another  Place, 
conquer’d  fome  Countries,  and  in¬ 
tended  to  go  to  Kirman  to  plunder 
there  the  Town  Gamron  or  Bender 
Abaft. 

Thus  War  being  broke  out  on 
all  (ides,  Mir  i -Ways  thought  it 
then  time  to  execute  his  Defign.  So 

he 
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he  fet  our,  in  the  fame  Year,  with 
a  well-provided  Army,  from  Canda - 
har-i  going  ftreightways  through  the 
Provinces  of  Zable  flan  and  Sesjiftan , 
the  Governors  of  which  Provinces 
could  not,  or  elfe  would  not  oppofe 
him,  but  being  afluaily  fecretly  in  his 
Party,  they  let  him  pafs  into  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Kirman .  Upon  this  March 
he  gave  out  every  where,  publickly, 
that  the  Kingdom  being  fhaken  by 
fo  many  Rebellions,  he  came  to  re- 
ilore  Quiet,  and  to  pacify  the  Male- 
contents,  or  to  fubdue  them  by  Force, 
and  to  maintain  the  King  (who  had 
declar’d  him  long  ago  for  his  Gene¬ 
ral  in  chief)  upon  the  Throne,  pro¬ 
vided  he  wou’d  he  pleas’d  to  for  fake 
the  abominable  Herefy  of  Malijhir , 
and  profefs  the  true  Religion  of  the 
$  unites.  By  this  Pretence  he  mi  ft 
guided  even  thofe  who  had  remain’d 
faithful,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they 
did  not  penetrate  into  the  Defigns 
cover’d  with  this  Pretence.  The 
Province  Kirman  borders  North¬ 
wards  on  Chorafan  and  Siziftan  5 

Weft- 
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Weft  wards  on  Faro  j  Ea  ft  wards  on 
Sjzifian  again,  and  on  Send  j  and 
Southwards  on  the  Perfian  Occwy 
the  V allies  of  that  Province  are  par¬ 
ticularly  fertil  and  pleafant.  As  foon 
as  Mm- Wap  was  come  into  this 
Province  with  his  Trapps,  fuch  Ma¬ 
hometans  as  were  of  the  Seft  of  the 
Sunztej ,  call’d  Byoleds ,  join’d  him 
prefemly,  and  then  he  went  direftly 
to  the  Capital  Kirman ,  which  Town 
is  very  famous  for  the  fine  if  Ptxfian 
Stuffs  that  are  manufa£tur’d  there* 
He  feat  immediately  upon  his  Arri¬ 
val  an  Herald  to  the  Commander, 
defiring  him,  that,  fipce  he  did  not 
come  as  an  Enemy,  but  as  a  Friend, 
he  w ou’d  deliver  the  Town  up  to 
him>  but  feeing  that  the  Commander* 
made  fame  Shew  of  Defence,  he 
prefently  befieg’d  the  fame,  and  took 
it  in  a  little  Time.  Such  Perjians  as 
were  of  the  Se£b  of  Ali  were  plun¬ 
der’d,  but  the  Sunites  were  fpar’d  \ 
and  when  that  Town  was  taken, 
the  reft  of  the  Towns  furrender’d 
one  after  another  fo  fail,  that  in  a 

little 
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little  while  he  was  Matter  of  the 
whole  Province.  About  that  time 
too,  Prince  Jacob,  a  Mahometan,  who 
poffefs’d  a  very  boggy  and  mountai¬ 
nous  Country,  fituate  upon  the  Per - 
jian  Ocean,  not  far  from  Ormus ,  be¬ 
tween  the  Cape  Jacobi  and  Cape  de 
Guadel9  fent  Am  ballad  ors  to  court 
his  Friendfhip.  And  lince  he  was 
refolv’d  to  maintain  the  Name  of  a 
Proteftor  of  Ferfia ,  he  gave  publick- 
ly  ftrift  Commands,  that  no  Hurt 
whatfoever  fliou’d  be  done  to  the 
Perfians  of  the  Se<5b  of  Smites  $ 
but  it  was  neverthelefs  not  fo  very 
ttriftly  obey’d,  for  at  fome  Places, 
not  only  the  Perfians  were  plunder’d, 
but  alfo  the  Counting*  houfe  of  the 
Dutch  Company  at  Gamron  under¬ 
went  the  fame  Fate  $  nay,  himfelf 
tax’d  the  European  Merchants  in  fe¬ 
ver  al  Places,  under  Pretence  he 
wanted  Money  at  that  prefent  time 
to  continue  the  War,  but  wou’d  re¬ 
turn  it  as  foon  as  able. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


The  Intrigues  of  Miri-Ways. 
His  Manifeji ;  Battle  with  the 
Royal  Army ,  and  taking  of 
the  Town  of  Isfahan. 

! The  Intrigues  0/Miri-Ways,  after  • which 
he  pulls  the  Mask  off. 

His  Pretence  and  Manifeji. 

cThe  univerfal  Ejleem  which  the  Perfiarts 
ufed  to  have  for  their  Kings  ceas'd  in 
Sultan  Hoflem. 

A  Ruffian  Embaffy. 

Miri-Ways  goes  into  the  Province  of 
Erak. 

IHins  the  Battle  againji  the  Schach» 

Isfahan  is  block'd  up  by  Miri-Ways. 

Defcription  of  the  Suburbs  of  Isfahan. 

Miri-Ways  fecures  tohimfelf  moji  and  the 
chief  eft  TJovons  of  Peril  a. 

Seeks  Friendjhip  with  the  Ottoman  Porte . 

Prince  Jacob’/  Revolt  in  Kirman,  and 
Miri-Ways’/  Letter  to  him . 

The 
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The  Conduct  of  the  Turks  and  of  the 
Czar  with  refpetl  to  thofe  Troubles. 
Miri-Ways  is  not  idle  at  ^Ruffian  Un¬ 
dertakings. 

Isfahan  is  forc'd  to  fur  render  at  D  if  ere- 
tim 


r* 
w 

refolv’d  to  pull  ,  off  the 
Mask,  and  to  fall  up¬ 
on  the  King  hitnfelf  in  all  hafte.  No¬ 
thing  elfe  flood  in  the  way  of  this 
Defign,  but  the  Prirbe  Minifter  Ache- 
maal ,  whom  tho’  he  promis'd,  he 
never  fo  much  as  thought  or  deflgn’d 
to  place  upon  the  Throne.  This 
Mini  Her,  who  hitherto  had  been  pri¬ 
vately  in  the  Prince's  Meafures,  and 
not  only  referr’d  Moil  of  the  Go¬ 
vernors  and  Cofnmartders  [of  Pro¬ 
vinces  or  TownsJ  to  him,  tkit  alfo 
been  the  Catife  by  his  flow  Prepa¬ 
ration  for  Oppofftibn,  that  he  had 
fnade  fitch  vaft  tffogfefles,  feem’d 
to  refkd  that  it  vrhs  riot  likely  Miri- 

Ways 


rag’d  and  embol 
den’d  by  the  afore-feci 
|  ted  Subcefi,  the  Pri  nc 

M* 
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Ways  wou’d  be  at  the  Expence  oF 
fd  much  Treafure  and  Blood  to  make 
him  King  5  upon  which  he  begun 
to  harbour  Millruft,  and  endeavour’d 
privately  for  other  Afiiftattce  to  fa¬ 
vour  his  own  Defigns*  which  being 
foon  reported  to  our  Mir  i- Ways  by 
his  Spies,  he  refblv’d  to  ruin  him 
immediately,  before  he  cou’d  do  any 
thing  towards  the  making  of  a  third 
Party.  So  he  made  ule  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Stratagem,  viz.  He  call;  his  Eyes 
upon  a  trully  Perjian ,  whom  he  gave 
a  Letter  to  Jchefraal^  in  the  Name 
of  the  Prince  of  Macao ,  and  fince  he 
Was  fent  only  as  a  Meflenger,  confe- 
quentlyno  great  Harm  to  be  fear’d  to 
come  to  his  Perfon,  heorder’d  him, 
that  he  fhould  caufehimfelf  to  be  in¬ 
tercepted,  as  by  chance,  by  a  Party  of 
the  King’s,  endeavouring  by  that 
means  that  the  Letter  might  fall  in¬ 
to  the  King’s  own  Hands.  In  this 
Letter,  he  told  in  the  Name  of  the 
Laid  Prince  of  Macao ,  u  That  it  ivas 
now  time  jointly  to  execute  their 
“  Defign,  therefore  he  fhou’d  fe- 


cure 
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<c  cure  the  King’s  Perfon  and  his 
u  Princes,  and  himfelf  wou’d,  with 
<c  his  other  Allies,  foon  be  at  Isfa- 
han,  and  order  every  thing  for 
cc  his  mounting  the  Royal  Throne. 
This  Letter  did  adkually  fall  very 
fortunately  into  the  King’s  Hands, 
and  the  Meflenger  knew  fb  dexte- 
roufly  to  a£t  his  Part,  that  it  had  all 
the  wifh’d-for  Effe&j  for  the  King 
having  read  the  fame,  and  being 
frighten’d  and  in  a  great  Terror,  and 
the  chief  of  his  Eunuchs  adviling 
him  to  difpatch  the  Prime  Minifter 
before  he  was  appris’d  of  any  thing, 
reprefenting  at  the  fame  time  that 
there  wou’d  be  Danger  in  the  De¬ 
lay,  it  was  put  in  Execution;  Ache- 
maal  was  made  a  Prifoner  in  the 
Royal  Palace,  and  the  King  caus’d 
his  Eyes  to  be  put  out  immediately, 
but  fpar’d  his  Life  till  he  had  difeo- 
ver’d  his  Accomplices,  and  then  gave 
Commands  for  a  rigid  Execution, 
which  was  done  accordingly.  It  not 
being  poffible  to  fufpedt  Mir  i- Ways 
as  the  Caufc  of  thefe  Diforders,  he 

feign’d 


of  Miri-Ways  j  45 

feign’d  to  be  exceedingly  griev’d 
and  difpleas’d  at  the  King’s  Conduft, 
but  was  fecrerly  overjoyed  that  he 
had  now  got  an  Opportunity  to 
tax  the  King  with  Tyranny. 

The  King  thought  he  had  re- 
eftablifh’d  his  tottering  Throne  by 
the  Execution  of  thofe  Tray  tors,  but 
Achcmaal  having  been  a  very  consi¬ 
derable  Perfon,  and  in  great  Efleem 
amongft  the  Perfans ,  and  yet  thus 
mifus’d  without  any  Circum (lances 
of  Tryal  5  the  Prince  of  Macas 
likewife  positively  denying  to  know 
any  thing  of  fuch  a  Letter  $  the  Con¬ 
tempt  which  the  Perftans  had  alrea¬ 
dy  conceiv’d  for  their  King,  was, 
by  thefe  Proceedings,  changed  into 
a  real  mortal  Hatred,  which  being 
Hill  more  and  more  fomented  by 
Miri-Ways  and  his  Allies,  he  then 
refolv’d  to  fall  actually  upon  the 
King,  h  aving  now  fufficient  Teeming 
Reafons  to  juftify  fuch  an  Action^ 
for,  firftit  was  known  that  the  King 
was  but  little  qualify ’d  for  govern¬ 
ing,  and  that  his  Indolence,  Negledt 
and  Luxury  was  the  Caufe  of  all  the 

H  Troubles 


i^6  T he  Life  and  AEiiom 

Troubles  in  the  Kingdom,  To  this 
was  added,  that  he  muft  needs  be  a 
Tyrant,  when  he  had  fo  cruelly  put 
to  Death  his  faith fulleffc  Miniders. 
Befides  this  he  was  an  Heretick,  and 
confequently  the  lefs  to  be  differ’d 
to  govern:  So  our  Prince  drew  his 
Army  together,  to  march  diredtly 
to  Isfahan.  Such  an  Undertaking 
Teem’d  at  firft  entirely  impofliblei 
for,  on  one  hand,  it  was  not  advife- 
able  for  him  to  go  through  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  FarSy  in  which  there  were 
feveral  Governors  and  Perfian  Chiefs, 
who  dill  faithfully  adher’d  to  the 
King,  fo  that  he  wou’d  of  Neceffi- 
ty  be  oblig’d  to  fight  them  firft, 
which  wou’d  retard  hisDefign.  And 
there  happen’d  to  be,  on  the  other 
hand,  vad  Deferts,  unbeaten  Roads 
and  other  falebrous  Ways  to  pafs 
through  in  the  direfl  Way  to  that 
Place  *,  but  he  chufing  this  latter, 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  overcome  all 
threatning  Obftacles  5  for  having 
Tent  before  him  his  Tartars^  who 
were  much  accuftom’d  to  fuch  like 
Marches,  he  follow’d  with  the  red 
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of  his  Army,  and  arriv’d  happily  at 
Mahomedia ,  from  whence  he  conti¬ 
nued  to  par fue  his  March. 

Upon  his  March  he  caus’d  every 
where  a  Report  to  be  fpread,  that 
altho’  the  King,  who  had  treat¬ 
ed  his  own  People  but  lately  fo  ty¬ 
rannical  and  barbarous,  was  very  un¬ 
fit  to  govern,  he  was  neverthelefs 
not  intention’d  to  deprive  him,  or 
his  Family,  of  the  Crown,  but  rather 
to  draw  him  over  from  the  Herefy 
and  Superftition  of  Ali^  to  the  true 
Faith  of  Muhamed  j  fo  that  in  cafe 
he  wou’d  leave  the  fir  ft  and  embrace 
this  latter,  he  was  ready  to  confirm 
him  on  the  Throne,  and  to  return 
back  again  with  his  Troops  5  His 
Caufe  therefore,  being  the  Caufe  of 
God,  he  had  proceeded  thus  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  to  revenge  the 
Prophet  Muhamed ,  and  to  punifh  in 
the  fevereft  manner  fuch  Per fians  as 
had  blafphem’d  him,  unlefs  they 
fhou’d  rex  raft  their  Blafphemies.  His 
Mani felts  were  in  courfe  fcatter’d 
over  all  Perfia ,  of  which  we’ll  infert 
one  running  thus : 

H  2, 
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Of  the  Mercy  of  God>  the  woft 
High  and  mofi  Glorious ,  who 
is  a  Lord  in  Heaven  and  on 
Earth  ;  and  of  the  Inter cejji - 
on  of  his  Afoftle  Mohhamed, 
whom  God  favour  and  blefs . 

*  X  \  J  E  Mohhamed  Miri-IVays ,  a 
4  VV  Shade  of  God  on  Earth  j 
4  Great  Emir  of  the  mofi  famous  tra- 
4  ding  Town  and  whole  Province  of 
4  Candahar ,  a  great  Conqueror  and 
4  a  Subduer  afliited  by  Heaven, 

4  as  alfb  a  zealous  Dell royer  of  all 
4  fuch  Hereticks  as  are  not  of  the 
4  Faith  of  th  c  Smites,  a  Prince  born 
s  at  a  time  of  a  great  Conjundtion 
4  of  forne  Pl  mets,  and  begotten  du- 
4  ring  the  Influence  of  the  moil  au- 
4  fpicious  Stars  >  a  Refuge  for  all 
*  true  believing  Muflelmen,  and  a 
4  vidtorious  Trophy  fora  Sandhiary 
4  for  all  Unbelievers,  whether  Chri - 
4  ftianS)  Jews  or  Sabieans^  humbling 
4  themielves  to  us  5  and  an  Opener  of 
4  the  Gates  to  a  Place  of  Red,  who 
4  alfo  is  appointed  for  a  Difpofer  of  the 
6  Lives  of  Millions  of  Men, 
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c  We  Muhhamed  Miri-Way  s  do 
acquaint  you  hereby,  that  your 
prefent  wicked  and  heretical 
Schach ,  has  not  only  formerly  per¬ 
fected,  and  by  clanddline  Endea¬ 
vours  aim’d  at  the  Life  of  my 
Father  (upon  whom  the  Lord  have 
Mercy)  and  likewife  committed 
great  Enormities  againft  him  be- 
caufe  of  his  pure  and  true  Sunitian 
Religion,  but  alfo  contrary  to  all 
Treaties  carried  on  his  wicked 
Machinations  againd  the  lawful 
Son  and  Heir  of  him,  viz.  againft 
our  own  felf  even  in  our  Infancy, 
fo  that  We  have  been  oblig’d  to 
feek  Protection  and  Safety  of  his 
molt  fublime  Majefty  the  moft 
powerful  King  of  all  Kings  on 
Earth  finning  in  all  the  four  Cor¬ 
ners  of  the  World,  viz.  the  Padi - 
Schahi ,  Great- Mogol  of  Indoflan . 
But  becaufe  the  divine  Vengeance 
con’d  not  any  longer  forbear  to 
punifh  fuch,  and  many  a  thoufand 
otherCrimesofyour  King*  and  your 
Schach  being  befide,  by  reafon  of  his 
H  3  c  effe™ 
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effeminate  Weaknefs  and  lafeivious 
Lazinefs,  unfit  duly  and  with  Pru¬ 
dence  to  govern  fuch  an  ancient, 
ren  own’d,  icarn’d  and  civiliz’d 
People  as  you  Perfians  are,  there¬ 
fore  God  has  rais’d  Us  to  de¬ 
liver  you  from  the  Tyranny, 
the  Herefy  and  the  vicious  Go¬ 
vernment  of  your  Schahi  5  having 
thus  far  blefs’d  our  Arms,  that  we 
have  already  freed  a  great  deal  of 
your  Schahi' s  Country  from  fuch 
Filthinefs,  and  fcandalous  Crimes, 
in  which  you  have  been  hitherto 
with  your  King.  For  tbefe  Rea- 
fons,  We  Mohhammed  Miri-lVays 
invite  in  general,  all  you  who  live 
in  the  feveral  Provinces  of  Anne - 

*  •  *  ft  ]  1  <  t  «  1  vl  -C\  f  1  r  *  *  -7  ' 

nia  and  Georgia  j  and  more  efpe- 
daily  you  of  the  Province  of  Eraky 
as  alfo  in  the  remaining  Countries 
not  yet  conquer’d  by  us,  ferioufly 
commanding  you  the  Inhabitants 
of  all  thofe  Coutries,  that  you,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  your  Families,  vo¬ 
luntarily  fubmit  to  our  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  do  immediately  pay 
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4  the  ufual  Tribute  to  our  Bajba's^ 

4  whom  we  fhali  fend  ro  you,  as 
4  alfo  that  you  willingly  and  freely 
4  pay  Obedience  to  all  our  Com* 

4  mands,  fuch  as  we  fhali  enjoin, 

4  that  thereby  you  may  enjoy  my 
4  powerful  Pro'teftion  and  fare Faith, 

4  We  moft  particularly  fend  our 
4  Commands  to  you,  you  wicked  and 
4  perverted  Schijtes ,  who  have  cm- 
4  brac’d  and  profefs’d  the  Abominati- 
4  on  of  Doftrine  of  the  reprobrate  and 
4  unlawful  Arabian  Calif  Ali ,  in  lieu 
4  of  the  true  and  flncere  MufTel- 
4  mannian  Faith,  which  has  been 
4  taught  us  by  Abuheker ,  Omar  and 
4  Othoman ,  the  Orthodox  SuccefTors 
4  of  our  Prophet  Mohtimnied ,  whom 
4  God  blefs  ^  that  you  embrace  the 
4  triumphing  Religion  of  this  great 
4  Prophet,  and  of  his  abovefaid  fe- 
4  no Wn’d  Succeflbrs  in  the  Saracen 
4  Empire,  viz.  the  Suna,  and  receive 
4  willingly  the  Orthodox  S  unit  tan 
4  Imans  for  Priells)  whom  I  will 
4  fend  to  you  and  that  you  learn 
4  from  them,  and  purfue  the  Way 

H  4  4  to 
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4  to  Paradife.  In  cafe  you  apprehend 
4  and  do  this,  you’ll  on  the  Day  of 
4  Refurreftion  from  Death,  and  at 
4  the  laft.  Judgment,  enter  with  us 
4  your  true  leading  holy  Mufti ,  into 
4  Paradife,  and  therein  company  with 
4  many  Millions  of  Muflelmen  from 
4  Mogol-Indoftan ,  t Turky ,  Arabia ,  E- 
4  gypt,  Barbary ,  Marocco ,  Bilecluld- 
4  jcherid  and  a  great  many  other 
4  Countries,  be  happy  and  merry  for 
4  ever.  But  in  cafe  you  do  perti- 
4  nacioufly  refufe  to  obey  us,  you’ll 
4  not  only  be,  in  time,  hawl’d  a- 
4  way  by  the  Devils  from  top  to 
4  bottom  into  the  dark  black  Steam 
4  of  Hell- fire,  and  be  always  roafled 
4  on  the  Fire  without  dying  \  but 
4  you’ll  alfo  be  hunted  up  and  down  in 
4  all  your  Houfes  and  Temples,  in  all 
4  Beds  and  Baths,  in  Towns  and  Vil- 
4  lages,  inGaltles  and  ftrong  Towns, 

4  in  Woods  and  Fields,  upon  the  high- 
4  efi:  top  of  Steeples,  and  in  unknown 
4  Holes  of  lleep  Rocks  j  nay  in 
4  hollow  Caves  of  the  Earth,  and 
4  in  the  narrow  Holes  of  favage 
4  Creatures.  You’ll  be  perfecuted 

4  in 
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c  in  all  thofe  Places  with  Fire  and 
4  Sword,  and  be  put  to  all  the  Tor- 
4  ments  that  can  be  invented $  nay 
4  you’ll  be  dug  out  of  your  Graves, 
4  and  be  thrown  for  Food  to  wild 
4  Bealls  and  Birds  of  Prey.  We’ll  eve- 
1  ry  where  llrip  and  murder  you,  and 
4  caufe  your  Hands  and  Feet  to  been: 
4  off.  We’ll  keep  you  in  eternal 
4  Miferyand  Imprifonmcnt,  and  treat 
4  you  like  Dogs  j  Your  Women 
4  with  Child  fhall  be  cut  length- 
4  ways  in  two,  and  the  Children 
4  fhall  be  ript  out  of  their  Mothers 
4  W omb  >  they  fhall  be  empal’d 
4  alive  on  the  Hedges,  and  their 
4  Hearts  fhall  be  eat  by  our  ‘Tartars 
4  of  DJhagatajct  and  by  our  Indojia • 
4  man  Archers.  Your  other  Chil- 
4  dren  fhall  be  made  Slaves,  and  your 
4  virtuous  Wives  and  their  tender 
4  Daughters  fhall,  without  any  Mer- 
4  cy,  be  publickly  difhonour’d  and 
4  proflituted  as  Whores  -y  for  God 
•  Almighty  will  not  fuffer  you  any 
£  longer  to  defile  the  Country  with 
4  your  Abominations  of  falfe  Sedts, 

H  f  4  and 
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4  and  to  turn  the  Faithful  from  the 
4  right  Way.  Shou'd  you  imagine 
6  that  I  am  too  weak  to  put  thele 
4  Plagues,  which  I  have  threaten’d 
€  you  withal,  in  Execution  with  a 
4  terrible  Power,  then  I  do  acquaint 
4  you  that  I  lhall  be  affifted  by  the 
4  majeflick  and  refplcndent  Padi- 
4  jhahi  of  Mogol  Indoflan ,  and  by  the 
4  moft  magnificent  and  moll  pow- 
4  erful  Contaijh  of  the  Calmucks  and 
4  Bucharians ,  as  alfo  by  the  Ottoman 
4  Port,  who  already  have  appointed 

4  feveral  thoufand  Horfemen  upon 

5  your  Borders,  whofe  Horfes  run 
4  fafter  than  the  fwifteft  Rivers  y 
4  they  will  make  you  feel  the  Fierce-. 
4  nefs  of  their  Anger,  and  the  Fury 
4  of  their  Rage,  and  certainly  kill 
4  you.  What  Benefit  can  you  after 
4  that  enjoy  of  your  Treafures  and 
4  Riches  ?'  Shall  you  be  able  to  eat 
4  and  drink  of  them,  when  we  lhall 
4  do  with  you  as  the  great  Ifjbingif- 
*  chanian  Prince,  Ho-Lag/jy  did  for- 

4  merly  to  the  Saraeenjan  Chalifa 
4  whom  he  caus’d  to  be 

4  flarved 
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fbarved  to  Death  upon  the  Money 
he  had  gather’d  ?  Be  therefore 
wife  and  take  Warning  of  that 
Example  which  has  been  made  fo 
long  ago,  and  fubmit  your  lelves 
entirely  to  us  *,  for  who  does  but 
fubmit  and  is  obedient  will  have 
Safety,  Prote&iori  and  Peace  y  but 
whoever  endeavours  to  elcape,  or 
will  accept  of  any  Affi fiance  from 
the  Ruffians  to  oppofe  us,  fhall  cer¬ 
tainly  repent  it.  Chufe  then 
which  you  pleafe,  but  take  heed 
and  consider  what  your  Hands  will 
fend  before  you,  and  prepare  for 
your  felves.  We  have  now  fuffi- 
ciently  warn'd  you,  and  you  may 
aft  as  you  lift,  expefting  every 
Hour  your  Reward  accordingly. 

Given ■  at  M  oh  am  media,  the  third 
Day  of  the  Month  Sefar,  in  the 
Tear  1 1 31  after  the  Hcdfchra 
(Hegira,  or  Flight)  of  Moham¬ 
med  our  Prophet  and  Lord ,  to 
whom  God  grant  Mercy  and  Fa¬ 
vour. 
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The  Perfians  otherways  have  al¬ 
ways  had  a  great  Veneration  for  their 
Kings,  who  on  the  other  hand  have 
conftantly  exercis’d  an  unlimited  Au¬ 
thority  over  them,  occafion’d  chiefly 
by  the  prejudic’d  Opinion,  that  fince 
the  laid  Kings  defcend  from  Divines, 
viz.  fromyf/i,and  are  cdN&Sopbi' s  from 
the  Stuffs  as  are  made  in  the  Town 
Sop  hi  or  Suphi  which  the  Priefts  wear, 
they  are  as  Succeflors  to  Muhamed" s 
Chair,  of  a  particular  Sacrednefs,  and 
as  fupreme  Heads  of  their  Religi- 
are  Jubjed:  to  no  Laws,  that  fo  their 
Souls  may  not  be  under  fome  Guilt 
by  the  Omiffion  of  fome  Command 
or  Ceremonies,  nor  their  Bodies  de¬ 
li  I’d  by  drinking  Wine,  or  by  other 
UncleannefTes  prohibited  by  the 
Law.  They  confequently  give  them 
fuch  lofty  Titles,  as  that  of  an  abfo- 
lute  Vicar  of  God  and  of  Muhamed 
having  in  his  Power  to  give  all  good 
things  and  all  Profperity  to  the 
whole  Generation  $  of  an  Emperor 
of  the  whole  World  $  of  a  Shade 
of  the  World  and  a  Refuge  of  all 

Na- 
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Nations  j  of  a  moll  holy*  of  a  Lord 
of  the  Stars  *  of  a  Fellow  of  the 
Sun  *  of  a  Prince  whofe  Stirup  is 
Heaven,  &c.  But  commonly  he  has 
the  title  of  a  Schah  or  Sjah9  or  of  an 
abfolute  Lieutenant  of  God,  and 
King  of  all  Perjia.  But  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  to  defcribe  what  Impreflion  the 
aforefaid  and  other  fuch  like  Mani- 
fefts  made  upon  the  Perfians$  for 
even  while  Miri-IVays  flay’d  with 
his  Army  near  Mahomedia  to  give 
the  fame  fome  Reft,  they  flock’d 
from  all  Parts  in  great  Numbers  to 
throw  themfelves  at  his  Feet,  eipe- 
cially  when  they  faw  that  thofe  who 
quitted  the  Se£t  of  Alt  were  ex¬ 
ceeding  well  treated. 

Mean  while  there  arriv’d  alfo  a 
Ruffian  Embafly  in  the  Camp,  who 
being  admitted  to  an  Audience,  they 
reprefented  to  the  Prince,  that  his 
Troops  in  company  with  the  Uzbe- 
gian  Tartars  had  lately  plunder’d  a 
Ruffian  Caravan  coming  from  China , 
by  which  their  Nation  had  receiv’d 
about  five  Millions  Value  of  Damage, 

of 
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of  which  they  demanded  Reparati¬ 
on  and  Satisfaction.  This  Reprefen- 
tation  feem’d  ft  range  to  our  Mm* 
IV ay S)  and  the  more  becaufe  he 
thought  the  Ruffians  knew  very  well 
that  Incurfions  is  the  only  Employ¬ 
ment  of  the  Tartars.  So  he  fmil’d  a 
little,  and  difmifs’d  the  AmbafTadors 
with  this  Anfwer:  4  Thfit  as  for 
4  himfelf  he  wou’d  maintain  a  good 
4  Amity  with  the  Czar,  who  had 
4  been  reprefented  to  him  as  a  wife 
4  and  brave  Prince  $  but  in  cafe  the 
*  Ruffians  wou’d  for  the  future  fend 
4  Caravans  again  to  China ,  he  wou’d 
4  advife  them  to  make  firft  an  Alii- 

4  ance  with  all  the  "Tartarian  Chants , 

5  particularly  with  the  great  Contaifh, 
4  thereby  to  obtain  the  Liberty  of  a 
4  free  Paflage  through  and  near 
4  their  Countries,  or  elfe  to  fend 
4  fome  good  Troops  to  guard  the 
4  Caravans,  as  he  heard  the  Dutch 
4  and  other  Europeans  were  accu- 

4  ftom’d  to  do  by  Sea,  who  always 

6  fent  a  good  Fleet  with  their  Mer- 

5  chant-men  to  the  Indies  $  and  fi- 

4  nally, 
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:  nally,  that  he  cou’d  prefcribe  no 
6  Laws  to  the  Uzbegiansr  his  Allies. 

Then  he  march’d  with  his  Army 
a&ually  into  the  Province;  of  Erak^ 
firnam’d  Adgemi  or  Azem ,  thereby 
to  diftinguifh  the  fame  from  the 
Country  Ed  akaim ,  in  which  is  fitu- 
ate  the  Town  Bagdad.  This  faid 
Province  borders  Northwards  upon 
Adirbeizan  and  Kilan  >  Weft  wards 
upon  Erakaim  \  Southwards  upon 
Chufiftan  and  Ears  3  and  Ea  ft  wards 
Upon  Chorafatiy  and  is  properly  the 
ancient  Country  of  the  Parthiam . 
There  ftill  came  a  vaft  Multitude  of 
all  forts,  of  People,  as  well  Per- 
fons  of  the  firft  Rank  as  of  the  1  of¬ 
fer  Clafs  to  him  upon  his  March. 
However  fome  Generals  who  re¬ 
main’d  true  to  the  King  had  drawn 
an  Army  together,  and  were  in  hopes 
that  if  they  cou’d  not  beat  himback5 
they  might  at  leaft  ftop  his  Progrefs 
’till  they  cou’d  be.reinforc’d  by  more 
Troops  >  but  Miri'Ways  who  knew 
himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  difperfe 
that  Army,  and  it  being  likewife  of 

much 
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much  Importance  to  him  to  be  foon 
before  Isfahan ,  in  order  to  take  that 
Town,  he  commanded  his  eldeftSon, 
a  Youth  of  about  feventeen  or 
eighteen  Years  of  Age,  but  already 
well-skill’d  in  the  Art  of  War,  to 
march  away  before  with  twelve 
thoufand  Men,  and  himfelf  follow’d 
with  moffc  of  his  Troops,  leaving 
fome  behind  for  a  Referve.  A  Bat¬ 
tle  upon  this  was  fought  on  the  firffc 
of  March  1722,  betwixt  his  Troops 
and  the  King’s  Forces,  in  which 
thefe  latter  were  fo  unfortunate,  as 
to  be  oblig’d  to  quit  the  Field,  be¬ 
ing  entirely  routed  by  Miri-Waysj 
and  after  this  the  Towns  yielded  to 
him  in  great  Numbers,  in  moll  of 
which  being  Commanders  whom  he 
had  drawn  to  his  Intereft,  he  got  them 
without  ftriking  a  Blow.  Hereupon 
he  march’d  fuddenly  before  the  Ca¬ 
pital  and  Place  of  the  King’s  Refi- 
dence,  Isfahan ,  where  he  arriv’d  fo 
unawares,  that  the  King  had  fcarce 
time  to  retire  with  two  hundred  Men 
in  a  neighbouring  Caftle*  but  not 

think- 
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thinking  hitnfelf  fafe  there,  he  went 
to  remoter  Parts. 

It  has  not  been  poflible  yet  to  dis¬ 
cover  where  this  Monarch  is.  Some¬ 
times  it  is  pretended  he  went  to  Bag¬ 
dad  and  died  there.  At  other  times 
it  is  reported  that  his  Eyes,  and  the 
Eyes  of  one  of  his  Sons  had  been 
put  out  upon  the  Borders  of  Turky. 
Then  again  he  is  faid  to  be  fecretly 
at  a  Cattle  not  far  from  Isfahan ,  and 
at  other  time  agains  he  is  pretended 
to  be  gone  to  jlfiracan  to  the  Czar's 
Court,  and  that  he  had  not  only  ac¬ 
knowledg’d  the  Czar  as  Emperor, 
but  alfo  promis’d  to  make  Cettion 
to  him  of  the  River  Daria ,  or  ra¬ 
ther  Lake  Daria ,  famous  for  its  Ri¬ 
ches  >  which  Lake  however,  being 
fi tuate  in  the  Tartarian  Territories, 
is  not  fo  much  as  his.  But  no  body 
has  yet  been  able  to  learn  for  cer¬ 
tain  what  is  become  of  him,  and  tho’ 
Miri-IVays  keeps  not  a  fmall  Num¬ 
ber  of  Spies,  it  has  not  been  poffible 
to  make  any  Difcovery  upon  that 
Head. 


As 
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As  foon  as  Miri-IVays  arriv’d  be* 
fore  Isfahan ,  he  prefefrtiy  feiz’d  on 
the  Suburbs,  of  which  there  are  di¬ 
vers,  and  are  called  in  the  Perjian 
Tongue  Rabath .  The  chiefeft  of  ’em 
is  Tzulfa ,  having  about  three  thou- 
fand  Houfes  and  twelve  Churches, 
and  is  in  Beauty  but  little  inferiour 
to  the  Town  itfelf.  The  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  fame  are  all  Armenian 
Merchants,  brought  thither  from 
Great-  Armenia  by  Schach  Abas ,  and 
they  pay  yearly  two  hundred  Tumains 
orthe  Value  often  thoufand  Crowns 
Tribute  to  the  King,  which  their 
Darugaor  Calenter ,  as  their  Steward, 
mud:  gather  and  bring  in.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  River  Sendefut  is 
fituate  Tabris-ahad  or  Abas-abad ,  and 
is  thus  call’d  from  its  Inhabitants 
who  were  brought  thither  by  Scach 
Abas  from  Tabris.  Next  to  this  is 
Haffen-abad ,  and  is  inhabited  by 
Georgian  Chrift-ians,  brought  thither 
in  like  manner  j  and  after  this  re¬ 
mains  Kebber-abad  to  be  taken  no¬ 
tice  of,  whole  Inhabitants  are  call’d 

Kebber , 
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Kebber ,  and  are  rich  Merchants,  but 
have  no  Religion  at  all.  In  thofe 
Suburbs,  which  are  fomewhat  diftant 
from  the  Town,  Miri-JVays  took  his 
Quarters,  and  feeing  that  the  Town 
of  Isfahan  itfelf  was  refolv’d  to  make 
a  Defence,  he  prepar’d  to  block  up 
the  fame,  in  order  to  reduce  it  by 
Famine  >  but  Money  being  requir’d 
for  fubfi fting  the  Army  in  the  mean 
while,  the  rich  Armenians  were 
oblig’d  to  pay,  what  is  call’d  a  free 
Gift,  but  the  Sum  was  named  to 
them  before-hand,  and  befides  this 
they  were  commanded  to  deliver 
five  hundred  young  Virgins  of  the 
chiefeft  of  their  Families  \  but  when 
Miri-IVays  was  inform’d  that  thefe 
latter,  intended  to  be  prefented  to 
him,  were  neither  the  beautiful-left 
nor  the  chiefeft,  and  he  bearing  a 
Grudge  of  long  Handing  to  the  faid 
Armenians ,  he  order’d  the  Daruga 
and  Calenter  who  deliver’d  the  fame, 
a  Baftinado  upon  the  Soals  of  his 
Feet,  and  afterwards  to  keep  him  a 
Prifoner  till  the  handfomeft  and  of 

the 
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the  fird  Rank  had  been  pick’d  out  % 
fo  that  it  is  a  Fable  what  upon  this 
matter  has  been  reported  of  him  all 
over  Europe ,  viz.  That  he  had  fird 
forc’d  them  by  Badinado’s  to  bring 
him  Prefents,  and  when  they  were 
brought,  but  thought  by  him  too 
indifferent,  he  order’d  thofe  who 
were  commiffion’d  to  bring  them  to 
be  badinado’d  again,  and  then  de¬ 
manded  five  hundred  Virgins,  which 
being  conducted  to  him,  and  not 
thofe  whom  he  had  declar’d  to  be 
hand  fo  me,  when  upon  his  Entry  he 
fa w  them  at  their  Windows,  a  Ba» 
dinado  had  fali’n  upon  the  Deputies 
again  $  nay,  that  when  at  lad  thofe 
very  ones  whom  he  defir’d  were 
brought  to  him,  they  had  not  niifs’d 
of  a  Badinado  again,  becaufe  they 
were  notdrefs’din  their  bed  Cloaths. 

Mean  while  that  Miri-Ways  made 
Preparations  to  reduce  the  City  of 
Isfahan ,  he  fent  Detachments  to  fe» 
cure  dill  better  to  himfelf  mod  of 
the  Towns  in  Perfia ,  tho’  the  Com¬ 
manders  in  the  fame  were  of  his 

Faftion 
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Fadlion  already  5  but  he  not  truft- 
ing  them  entirely,  remov’d  them, 
and  replac’d  in  their  (leads  fuch  o- 
thers  as  he  cou’d  rely  upon  j  but 
the  open  Countries  he  ruin’d  by  his 
Parties  of  Troops.  He  fecur’d  to 
himlelf  in  particular  the  frontier 
Towns  Sjamachie  and  Ardebil , 
which,  as  had  been  mention’d  be¬ 
fore,  had  been  plunder’d  by  the  fa¬ 
mous  Laayfie  \  however  Erizan  and 
Derbent  wou’d  not  furrender,  but  re- 
folv’d  to  make  a  Defence,  ilnd  as 
he  cou’d  eafily  forefee  that  he  wou’d 
have  the  Czar  againft  him,  fo  he  laid 
out  for  foreign  Affiftance,  and  there¬ 
fore  wrote  to  the  Ottoman  Porte  $ 
and  4  recommending  himfelf  to  the 
4  Grand  Signior’s  Favour,  inform’d 
£  him  that  he  never  intended  to  de- 
£  prive  the6V^or  his  Family  of  the 
4  Crown,  but  rather  to  maintain  them 
4  by  the  fame  \  but  that  he  was  ne- 
*  verthelefs  refolv’d  ro  induce  him  to 
4  forfakethe  Superftition  of  Ali^  and 
to  embrace  the  true  Dodlrine  of 
4  the  Muflelmen,  and  to  introduce 
-  6  and 
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4  and  propagate  the  fame  all  over 
4  the  Kingdom.  And  becaufe  the 
4  Schach  was  not  at  all  qualified  to 
4  govern,  and  withal  a  great  Tyrant, 
4  his  eldeft  Son  too  worfe  than  him- 
4  felf,  and  therefore  both  very  much 
4  hated  by  the  States  of  the  King** 
4  dom,  fo  thefe  latter  had  chofen  the 
4  youngelt  Son  for  their  Schach ,  and 
4  were  refolv’d  not  to  fuffer  any 
4  more  the  old  one  to  be  their  Schach^ 
4  by  reafon  that  he  had  put  feverai 
4  of  them  to  Death  without  any 
4  Caufe,  Wherefore  he  defir’d  the 
4  Grand  Signior  ,  that  fince  he 
4  did  not  intend  to  maintain  the 
4  Crown  for  himfelf,  but  for  the 
4  young  Prince,  not  to  look  upon 
4  him  as  an  Ufurper,  but  as  a  Pro- 
4  te&or  of  the  fame,  and  to  afiifihim 
s  in  his  Defign.  ’  Which  Letter 
made  no  final!  Impreffion  upon  the 
Porte,  and  this  very  fame  Pretence 
brought  him  into  great  Credit  a- 
mongfi:  fome  of  the  Perftans  them- 
felves. 


All 
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All  this  Succefs  cou’d  however  not 
prevent,  but  that  Prince  Jacob ,  whom 
mention  has  been  made  of  before, 
did,  not  with  {landing  the  Friend" 
fhip  edablifh’d  between  them,  after 
having  been  join’d  by  his  Neigh¬ 
bours,  make  an  Infurre&ion,  in  the 
mean  time  that  Miri-JVays  lay  be¬ 
fore  Isfahan ,  and  he  took  fome  ad¬ 
jacent  Towns,  This  faid  Prince 
lives  in  a  Country  fituate,  as  has  been 
fet  forth  already,  between  Cape  Ja¬ 
cob  and  Capo  de  Guadel ,  bordering 
clofe  upon  Ormusy  and  is  Lorded 
by  three  Princes,  two  of  which  are 
Pagans,  but  the  mod  potent  of  them, 
viz.  Prince  Jacoby  (which  Name  is 
i  deriv’d  to  him  from  his  Anceflors, 
and  always  to  be  preferv’d  by  his 
Succeflbrs)  is  of  the  Muhametan  Re¬ 
ligion.  This  Country  is  fo  moun¬ 
tainous  and  full  of  Bogs,  that  in  ma¬ 
ny  Places  it  is  inacceflible  and  in  o- 
thers  not  eafie  to  pafs  through.  The 
Anceflors  of  this  Prince  having  for 
the  mod  Part  been  Perfian  Vafials 
and  oblig’d  to  pay  Tribute,  it  feems 
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he  intended  to  lay  hold  of  that  Op¬ 
portunity,  when  Miri  Ways  was  at 
to  great  a  Dillance,  not  only  to  free 
himfelf  from  paying  the  faid  Tribute, 
but  alfo  make  himfelf  Mailer  of  fome 
Frontier  Towns,  and  to  keep  the 
fame  to  cover  and  fecure  his  Coun¬ 
try.  Th  is  Proceeding  however 

rais’d  a  great  Indignation  in  our  Mi - 
ri-Ways ,  and  that  the  more  when 
the  laid  Prince  had,  unfought  for, 
and  from  his  own  Motives,  made  a 
Friendfhip  with  him*  and  it  being 
of  much  Importance  to  Miri- Ways 
to  maintain  the  Peace  in  Kirman , 
and  he  having  like  wife  Reafons  to 
fear  that  the  Arabians  might  have  a 
hand  in  this  Infurre£tion,  he  fent  his 
Brother  with  fome  Troops  thither, 
who  join’d  by  the  Nation  of  the 
Byloeds ,  retook  the  Places  from 
Prince  Jacob ,  and  drove  him  with 
his  Troops  into  the  Bogs  where  it 
was  not  poffible  to  purfue  him  fur¬ 
ther.  Befides  this  Miri-Ways  fent  him 
a  fharp  Letter,  which,  as  tranflated 
from  the  Perjian  Original,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  4  I 
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'  ,  ,  ,  -  -•••  1  ,  1 

* 

IMohhammed  Miri-Ways,  great 
Emir  of  Candahar  and  Protestor 
of  Perfia,  do  acquaint  thee  unfaithful 
and  perjur’d  Jacob,  that  I  have  fuf 
ficiently  been  inform’d  of  thy  wicked 
Attempt ,  when  thou,  contrary  to  our 
Agreement ,  and  out  of  ignorant  Pride , 
dareft  to  defy  me,  and  to  invade  thus 
treacheroufly  the  Province  of  Kirman, 
under  our  Protection.  What  Views  baft 
thou  ?  What  doft  thou  think  to  get  by 
Jhewing  the  Arabians  a  Way  to  Perfia  ? 
Qh  thou  !  who  quite  confounded  in  thy 
Impertinence  and  uncurb’d  Wanton - 
nefi)  enlargeft  thy  Habit  of  Arro¬ 
gance,  and  furprifeft  thy  felf  in  Multi¬ 
plicity  of  Folly ,  being  inclin’d  to  fuch 
abfurd  and  foolifh  an  Enterprize  / 
How  long  wilt  thou  per  ft  ft  in  thy  Crime  9 
and  how  long  wilt  thou  delight  in  the 
Luft  of  thy  excejjive  Impudence  ?  How 
long  wilt  thou  continue  to  pleafe  thy  felf 
extremely  ?  And  when  wilt  thou  once 
ceafe  from  thy  ridiculous  Madnefs? 
How  long  wilt  thou  rife  againft  him 

I  who 
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who  has ,  in  a  manner ,  the  Hair  of  thy 
Front  in  his  Hands  ?  Doft  thou  think 
that  l  will  not  revenge  my  felf  upon 
thee ,  who  art  a  dijhonourable  Robber  ? 
Oh  thou  Fool !  Oh  thou  infatuated  / 
I  will  cover  thy  Country  with  fo  ma¬ 
ny  People ,  that  thy  Bogs  fall  not  be 
fluff  cient  to  hide  thee  3  and  Pll  hinder 
and  crufh  thine  Attempt  like  as  a  great 
Stream  can  quench  and  carry  along 
a  little  Piece  of  a  burning  Faggot. 
Shoiidft  thou  perhaps  rely  upon  the 
depredating  Arabians,  thou" It  find  that 
they  cannot  help  thee 5  for  their  rufly 
Spears  will  melt  away  out  of  Fear  for 
our  bright  Sabres  3  their  Arrows  will 
ftnge 3  and  their  Bows  will  crack  in 
Piece S)  hecaufe  the  red  Wounds  of 
Death  go  round  our  refplendent  Scimi¬ 
tars.  All  Pains ?  V exatims  and  Mif 
fortunes  will  then  flick  to  thy  Shoes 5 
and  tear  thy  Shoe  firings  to  pieces.  Well 
make  a  Wood  of  our  Spears  3  and  our 
Scimitars  will  ha  fen  to  your  Necks 
even  before  they  are  unfheatFd  by  us  3 
and  our  fwift  Horfes  will  move  away 
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and  run  upon  thy  Companions ,  even  be¬ 
fore  they  are  [purr'd  on  to  it  $  for  when 
they  have  not  an  Opportunity  to  fight 
with  fome  body ,  they  fight  with  their 
own  Shades  *  the  Fire  of  their  fierce 
Wrath  ahnofl  melts  their  Bits ,  which 
want  to  mix  with  their  Froth  >  they 
make  the  Obftinate  to  tafte  Deprivati¬ 
on ,  Grief  and  Pain  of  Death .  There¬ 
fore  then  ask  '  Pardon  for  thy  Trefpaffec 
againft  me,  and  [hew  me  that  Obedi¬ 
ence  and  Refpecl  which  thou  owefi  to 
me  as  thy  Lord-  Protestor,  that  there¬ 
by  thou  may' ft  avoid  Damage,  Punifh- 
ment  and  Ruin ,  for  elfe  thou  wilt  be 
deftroyed  that  not  the  leaf;  Sign  will  re¬ 
main  or  be  feen  of  thee . 

Given  in  our  Head  Quarter  before 
the  World-ruiing3R©yal5Capitai 
Town  Isfahan,  the  12th  Day  of 
the  Month  Themadi-Achir,  in 
the  Year  1 1 5 1  after  the  Hedjhra 
of  our  Prophet  and  Lord  Mo¬ 
hammed,  to  whom  God  grant 
Mercy  and  Favour, 


At 
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At  this  fame  time  one  of  the  Sons  of 
the  fugitive  Schach  having  brought  an 
Army  together,  had  been  fo  fortunate 
as  to  defeat  fome  of  Miri- Ways's 
Troops,  which  occafion’d  that  fome 
left  his  Party  >  fo,  to  put  a  timely 
Remedy  to  all  bad  Confequences, 
Mir i- Ways  lent  fuch  a  ftrong  Body 
of  Troops  upon  him,  that  he  was 
forc’d  to  retire  into  the  Mountains, 
’Twas  reported  that  the  Schach  had 
put  this  his  Son  in  his  Place  with 
full  Power  to  govern  as  King,  for 
which  reafon  he  has  always  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  make  a  CefTation  of  Arms, 
intending  perhaps  to  put  an  end  to 
the  War  by  fome  Compofition  $  but 
it  never  was  brought  about,  and  the 
Town  Isfahan  was  continued  to  be 
kept  block’d  up  very  clofe,  ’Tis  cer¬ 
tain  Mir  i- Ways  was  in  a  Condition 
to  have  taken  the  fame  by  Storm, 
it  having  no  confiderable  Fortifica¬ 
tions,  but  he  chofe  to  force  it  by  Fa¬ 
mine,  thereby  to  prevent  the  fame 
from  being  deftroy’d  $  Neyerthelefs 
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the  abovemention’d  Adtion  is  to  be 
fuppos’d  to  have  given  Birth  to  that 
filfe  Piece  of  News  which  was  writ- 
tenon  the  twelfth  of May  172.1,  from 
€Tauris  into  Europe ,  viz.  that  the 
Royal  Prince  had  beat  Miri-Ways 
and  driven  him  into  a  Place  call’d 
Hazardara  or  thoufand  Hills,  where 
the  Want  of  Provifions  wou’d  ne- 
ceffitate  him  and  his  People  to  ftarve 
or  to  furrender.  But  notwithftand- 
ingthis  News,  ’tis  certain  Miri-Ways 
remain’d  conflantly  before  Isfahan , 
it  being  of  great  moment  to  him  to 
be  Mailer  of  this  Town  too,  when 
mo  ft  of  the  large  Towns  had  fur- 
render’d  to  him  already,  and  when 
fuch  as  flood  out  ftill  were  reduc’d 
by  degrees  by  his  Troops  fent  out 
for  that  purpofe. 

Thefe  Troubles  in  Perfia  went  fo 
far  as  to  give  much  Umbrage  and 
Jealoufy  to  the  neighbouring  Powers. 
As  forth c  Great- Mogol)  he  pretended 
to  remain  neutral,  altho’  he  really 
inclines  to  Miri-Way  s'  s  Party.  The 
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Turks  on  the  other  hand  fhew’d 
themfelves  more  concern’d  5  they 
imagin’d  that  it  was  then  the  be  ft 
time  to  profit  of  thofe  Troubles* 
and  to  take  fome  Per  fan  Provinces^ 
fo3  when  the  Divan  was  held,  mod: 
Bafhaws  were  of  Opinion,  that  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  falling  upon  the 
Malecontents,  altho’  they  were  true 
MufTelmen,  they  ought  to  invade 
Perfia  and  poflels  themfelves  of  fome 
Frontier  Towns.  But  the  Grand- 
Vizier  oppos’d  k  5  reprefenting, 
that  it  was  againfi  the  Honour  and 
Juftiee  of  the  Grand- Signior  to  fall 
upon  his  Friend  the  King  of  Perfia , 
who  was  in  Calamity  enough  al¬ 
ready  :  That  fome  Troops  might  in¬ 
deed  be  fent  upon  the  Borders  of 
Perfia 5  but  with  Orders  to  protedfc 
the  neighbouring  Provinces  upon 
their  Requed  *  and  in  cafe  the  Per - 
fian  King  fhou’d  happen  to  come 
there  himfeif,  to  receive  and  treat 
him  with  all  Refpecf,  prornifing  him 
at  the  ftme  time5  that  whenever  he 

ill  ou’d 
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iliou’d  recover  the  Throne,  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  taken  in  Protection  fhou’d 
then  be  reftor’d  again j  and  as  for 
the  reft,  the  Raihaws  ought  to  be 
upon  their  federal  Guards,,  and  to 
give  diligent  Notice  of  every  thing 
that  ftiou’d  pafs.  This  fecming  ge¬ 
nerous  Reprefentation  was  general¬ 
ly  approved  of,  but  the  chief  Rea- 
fon  for  it  was,  that  the  Grand-Vizier 
did  not  like  to  make  a  Campaign 
and  abfent  himfelf  from  Con  ft  anti-* 
nopie y  as  Cuftorn  and  Neceffity  re¬ 
quires  in  fuch  Cafes,  he  having  too 
much  reafon,  for  preventing  all  bad 
Practices  and  Artifices,  not  to  be  too 
remote  from  the  Grand-Signior. 
But  altho’  the  Turks  pretended  not 
to  meddle  with  the  Perfian  Troubles, 
the  Bafhaws  of  Bagdad  and  Egypt 
brought  great  Armies  together,  and 
the  firft-named  proffer’d  all  his 
Forces  to  the  Grand- Signior’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  notwithstanding  chat  Miri- 
JVays  had  proffer’d  and  promis’d  to 
proteCt  him  in  the  ablblute  Go- 
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vernment  of  Babylon ,  upon  Condi* 
lion  of  his  remaining  Neutral  $  but 
he  made  a  Deiign  to  furprife  the 
Perfian  Fortrefs  Defu  or  Sufa  in 
Chufiftan ,  which  was  garrifon’d  with 
Mir'rWays' s  Troops,  and  milling  of 
this,  he  beheg’d  the  fame  in  Form, 
and  at  lad  took  it.  The  Comman¬ 
der  was  made  a  Prifoner,  who  being 
a  double  Defcrter  and  gone  from 
the  Turkijh  Service  into  that  of  Per - 
fta^  and  from  this  lad  again  into  that 
of  Mirl’Ways ,  ’twas  believ’d  he 
wou’d  be  feverely  punifh’d  $  but 
there  came  Orders  from  the  Turkijh 
Court,  that  he  fhou’d  be  fet  at  Li¬ 
berty  %  and  the  Turks  undercook  no¬ 
thing  further,  the  Baibaws  on  the 
Borders  then  being  order’d  to  re¬ 
main  quiet. 

The  Czar  however  was  refolv’d 
to  be  more  earned  in  this  cafe,  to 
which  the  indifferent  Reception  and 
Succefs  in  the  Demands  of  his  Am- 
baffadors  had  in  all  appearance  con¬ 
tributed  more,  than  the  pretended 

Zeal 
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Zeal  to  aflift  the  Fugitive  Schach  ; 
tho’  ’tis  certain  on  the  other  hand 
that  the  Ruffians  defign  to  put  their 
Commerce  to  the  Great- MegoFs 
Country  upon  a  fure  footing,  by 
taking  and  fecuring  a  good  Port  and 
fome  frontier  Towns  on  the  Cafpian 
Sea.  So  the  Czar  went  in  his  own 
Perfon  with  an  Army  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  fix  thoufand  Men  to  Aftra - 
can9  where  having  found  ready  his 
Fleet,  confiding  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  four  Ships  and  Veflels, 
he  fet  fail  on  the  eighteenth  of  JuJy9 
with  the  Infantry  on  Board,  and  or¬ 
der’d  the  Cavalry  in  company  with 
the  Coffiaks ,  to  go  by  Land,  who  com¬ 
manded  by  Brigadier  Wat  ram  took 
upon  their  March  the  Town  An- 
dr  a]  a ,  after  having  beaten  the  Tar¬ 
tars  out  of  the  fame  with  great  Lofs. 
The  Town,  being  the  Place  of  Re¬ 
fid  e  nee  of  the  rebellious  Sultan  Ma- 
mud9  was  fet  on  Fire  and  deflroyed  5 
and  when  the  Infantry  was  at  laft, 
after  many  Difficulties  and  Obftacles, 
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landed  near  Agragan  on  the  twenty 
eighth  of  July^  they  caft  up  an  fn- 
Crenchment  upon  the  Shore,  which 
they  left- guarded  to  cover  the  Fleet, 
and  then  march’d  towards  cfarku, 
where  fome  of  the  Georgian  Princes 
came  to  meet  the  Czar  upon  the 
Way,  bringing  their  Prefents.  Oil 
the  eighteenth  of  Augufi  the  Army 
arriv’d  at  farku .  On  the  nine¬ 
teenth,  Sultan  Mahmut  of  Utemijh 
Jiimfelf  was  beat,  and  on  the  twenty 
third  the  Town  of  Derhent  furren- 
der’d.  His  Czarian  Majefty  was  in- 
tentioned  to  advance  further,  and 
was  aflually  on  his  March,  but 
hearing  that  the  Vi&ualling-fhips 
were  loft  on  the  Cafpian  Sea,  he 
was  neceffitated  to  return  back  to 
Aftracan  for  Want  of  Provifions, 
He  left  neverthelefs  a  fufficient  Gar- 
jrifon,  viz.  ten  thoufand  Foot  and 
four  thoufand  Horfe  in  Verbent , 
which  Town  he  made  a  Store-place 
©f  Arms  $  and  befides  thefe,  he  left 
iWo  Bodies  of  Troops  behind  to  co¬ 
ver 
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ver  upon  occafion  this  Town  and 
the  Country  of  Georgia  >  and  after 
having  quite  plunder’d  and  ranfack’d 
the  Countries  of  Sultan  Mahmut  of 
Utemijh  and  of  Prince  Ufmei  of  Da~ 
gefthan ,  he  ere&ed  nigh  the  River 
Sular  a  Fort  call’d  Holy  Crofs.  An« 
draja  or  Andre  of  too  was  fortified 
and  provided  with  a  ftrong  Gar* 
rifon. 

During  this  Campaign  of  the; 
Czar^  Miri-Way s  was  not  idle  be¬ 
fore  Isfahan ,  for  he  inclos’d  that 
Town  more  and  more,  knowing  ve¬ 
ry  well,  that  the  want  of  Provifion 
wou’d  oblige  the  fame  to  yield  at 
lad.  On  the  Borders  of  Georgia  he 
plac’d  forty  thoufand  Men  who  ra¬ 
vag’d  and  ruin’d  all  the  Country 
for  thirty  Leagues  round,  and  he 
had  no  fmall  Inclination  to  march 
againft  the  Czar  with  an  Army  of 
an  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  cho- 
fen  Men,  and  after  having  drawn 
the  whole  Swarm  of  Ushegian  Far? 
tars  to  his  Army3  then  to  venture  a 

Battle 
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Battle  $  but  the  Tartars  having,  as  a- 
forefaid,  laid  the  Country  wafte  for 
a  vaft  Traci  of  Land,  he  was  oblig’d 
to  fet  aflde  his  Defign,  judging  it 
impoftible  to  find  Provifions  for  liib- 
fifling  fo  vaft  a  number  of  Men. 
However,  his  Avant-Guard  had  a 
fin  art  Engagement  not  far  from  Der- 
bent  with  the  Ruffians ,  in  which 
thefe  latter  got  no  Advantage,  for 
they  were  feveral  times  bravely  re¬ 
puls’d  3  and  when  the  Ruffian  Fleet 
attempted  a  landing  near  Alburnap , 
Miri-lVays ’s  Troops  were  at  hand 
in  great  Numbers,  and  beat  them 
back  with  the  Lofs  of  three  thou- 
fand  Men,  infomuch  that  the  reft 
were  much  put  to  it,  to  get  to  their 
Ships  again  >  they  did  indeed  at¬ 
tempt  a  fecond  landing  near  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  Arras ,  where 
they  had  better  Succefs,  finding  no 
Opposition  at  their  landing,  but 
they  cou’d  not  maintain  themfeiyes 
on  that  Place. 


V*' 
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Ic  has  been  infinuated  in  the 
News-Papers,  as  if  the  Emperor  of 
China  intended  to  revenge  an  old 
Grudge  upon  Perjia ,  becaufe  the 
dethron’d  Schach  had,  fome  Years 
ago,  retain’d  a  certain  Lady  who 
was  his  Miftrefs.  But  the  Schach 
having  no  Countries  left,  is  fafe  e- 
nough  from  fuch  Revenge,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  punifh’d  already  5  China  too 
is  fo  remote  from  Perjia ,  that  fuch  a 
War  cannot  be  thought  of ,  and 
befldes  this,  ’tis  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  great  Contaijh  of  the  Cap 
mucks  and  Idler  Bucharians ,  Zigan 
Areptan ,  who  is  Mir  i- Ways’s  Allie, 
and  has  reduc’d  the  Emperor  of 
China  low  enough,  wou’d  fuller  him 
fo  eafily  to  pafs  and  repafs  through 
his  Country  >  not  to  mention  the 
many  other  Nations  of  Tartars 
whom  he  wou’d  be  oblig’d  to  fight 
his  way  thro’j  fo  that  this  piece  of 
;  News  feems  to  be  hatch’d  in  the 
Brains  of  a  Man  who  did  not  un« 
derftand  Geography. 

But 
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Rut  to  return  to  Isfahan :  The 
Campaign  of  the  Czar  cou’d  not 
prevent  the  Surrender  of  this  Town 
to  Miri-IVays  upon  Difcretion,  which 
happen’d  on  the  13  th  of  October  of 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  172.2..  Our 
Prince  fhew’d  great  Clemency  at 
this  Surrender,  for  all  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  were  taken  in  Protection  and 
maintain’d  in  their  Liberties  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  1  and  the  European  Inhabi¬ 
tants  were  well  treated  above  all  o- 
thers,  fo  that  what  was  faid  in  the 
News-Papers  of  the  Town’s  being 
plunder’d  againft  all  Treaty,  and  that 
even  the  Englijh ,  Dutch  and  Erench 
Merchants  had  not  been  fpar’d,  who 
with  their  few  Men  had  made  a 
flout  Defence,  is  utterly  falfe.  The 
Caftle  (with  the  remaining  Trea- 
fure)  was  alfo  neceffitated  to  yield 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  Town, 
not  being  able  to  Hand  it  out  any 
longer,  for  all  Provifions  in  the  fame 
were  entirely  fpent.  As  foon  as  Mi* 
ri-lVays  was  Mailer  of  the  Town, 
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and  had  brought  Matters  there  in 
Order  again,  he  took  the  young 
Per  fan  Prince  and  girded  the  Scimi¬ 
tar  on  him  according  to  Cullom, 
to  fbew  thereby  that  from  that  time 
he  was  to  be  the  Sovereign  of  Per - 
fia,  and  he  knew  at  the  fame  time 
fo  to  cozen  the  whole  Nation  that 
they  declar’d  him  publickiy  Prote¬ 
stor  of  the  Kingdom  and  Tutor  of 
the  young  King,  which  Title  he 
has  ftill;  and  what  with  the  encrea- 
ling  Affiftance  of  the  Tartars^  and 
what  with  the  Submiffion  of  the  re¬ 
maining  Perfians ,  he  grows  flronger 
from  Day  to  Day. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


'Defcription  of  the  Periian  Me¬ 
tropolis  Isfahan,  and  a  Con « 
tinuation  of  this  Hiftory  un¬ 
till  the  prefent  Time . 

Defcription  of  the  Town  Isfahan,  the  Ca¬ 
pital  of  Perfia. 

Of  the  Royal  Palace. 

Of  the  great  Mefl'zid-Mehed-Sahebefe- 
man. 

Miri-Ways  holds  a  Divan  or  a  grand 
Council . 

Amhaffy  to  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

The  Conduct  of  this  latter. 

Miri-Ways  makes  Preparations  to  dtp- 
lodge  the  Ruffians  out  0/Perha, 

Sfahan ,  or  Ishahan ,  the 
Refidence  of  the  Perfian 
Kings,  and  Metropolis  of 
Perfidy  is  fituate  in  the 
Province  of  Erak ,  in  the 
x  id  Degree  and  z6  Minutes  of  La¬ 
titude, 
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titude,  and  in  the  86th  Degree  and 
40  Minutes  of  Longitude,  upon  a 
flat  and  even  Plain,  fo  that  from 
this  Town  one  may  fee  round  at 
three  or  four  Leagues  diflance  the 
Hills  Demavend  and  Mount  Perjan. 
In  the  Times  of  : Temurleng  it  was 
call’d  Sipahan ,  which  fignifies  as 
much  as  Armies,  and  that  partly 
from  the  Multitude  of  People,  and 
partly  becaufe  the  Armies  us’d  com¬ 
monly  to  be  drawn  together  there. 
The  Circumference  of  the  City  to¬ 
gether  with  its  Suburbs  is  compu¬ 
ted  at  eight  Leagues.  Its  Walls 
are  indifferent,  and  moftly  made  up 
of  Earth,  with  Baftions  made  of 
Bricks  bak’d  in  the  Sun.  A  pret¬ 
ty  large  River  call’d  Sendrut  flows 
by  there,  which  has  its  Rife  in  the 
Mountains  Demawend ,  and  divides 
itfelf  into  many  Branches,  which 
are  led  into  fome  Citterns  of  the 
Town,  in  that  Language  call’d  Hawz 
and  Burke  5  and  into  the  great  Park 
call’d  Hafartzirib  ;  as  alfo  into  the 

chief 
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chief  Royal  Garden  call’d  Lzarbagh . 
This  Town  has  been  twice  quite 
dellroy’d  by  Lemurleng ,  and  once 
more  at- another  time  becaufe  of 
its  Rebellion  $  bat  fince  Scbaeh 
Abas  transferred  the  Seat  of  Refi- 
dence  from  Cafwin  thither  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  fine  Situation,  it  is 
come  to  fuch  a  Condition,  that  af¬ 
ter  having  receiv’d  the  additional 
Ornament  of  numerous  noble  Edi¬ 
fices  and  fine  Gardens,  and  fill’d 
with  People  brought  thither  from 
other  Provinces,  it  feems  to  be  a 
little  World,  the  Number  of  In¬ 
habitants  there  being  above  five  hun- 
dred  rhoufand. 

The  Per  fans  being  fuch  Lovers 
of  Gardens  that  almoft  every  Houfe 
has  one,  it  contributes  very  much  to 
the  Town’s  Magnitude.  The  Pa¬ 
laces  there  are  not  fo  handfome 
without  as  they  are  within,  be¬ 
ing  for  the  moil  part  built  of 
Bricks  bak’d  in  the  Sun,  or  burnt 
after  the  common,  manner,  and 

work’d 
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work’d  up  with  Earth  inftead  of 
Li  meg  and  are  generally  four  Sto¬ 
ries  high.  The  Streets  are  very 
narrow.  The  Maidan  or  great  walk¬ 
ing  Place  is  feven  hundred  Paces  in 
length  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
in  breath  >  On  the  VV  elt  tide  of  the 
fame  where  the  Royal  Palace  i%  are 
Vaults  built  in  a  regular  manner 
one  over  another,  with  Fafiages,, 
where  the  Goldfmuhs,  Jewellers  and 
other  fuch  like  Artificers  have  their 
Trade,  and  before  the  fame  are 
fome  Shimjhads  or  a  fort  of  Box- 
trees  planted  in  fuch  a  fireight  Line 
and  regular  Order,  and  likewife  cut 
out  lo  artificially,  that  one  fees  the 
Vaults  very  plain  thiough  thofe  O- 
penings,  and  thefe  faid  Trees  af¬ 
ford  alfo  a  pkafanc  Shade.  On  the 
Eafi-fide  of  the  faid  Maid&n  is  a 
large  vaulted  Galleiy*  arch’d  and 
fupported  with  Pillars,  under  which 
all  forts  of  Handicrafts  have  their 
working- places,  each  Oafs  diftindfc 
from  the  other.  Above  this  Gallery 
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oppofite  to  the  Royal  Palace,  is  car* 
ried  up  a  Building  with  two  Galleries 
oppofite  to  each  other,  upon  which 
the  Kettledrums,  Hautbois  and  Play¬ 
ers  upon  the  Kerenei  play  the  Mufick 
according  to  the  old  Cuftom  at  the 
fetting  of*  the  Sun,  and  when  the 
King  goes  abroad  or  comes  home. 
In  the  middle  of  this  great  Place, 
not  far  from  the  P^oyal  Gate,  is 
erected  a  high  Pole,  upon  which 
all  forts  of  things  are  fix’d  for  the 
King  and  his  Chans  to  {hoot  ar, 
which  is  perform’d  in  a  full  Gallop, 
and  this  Diverfion  is  call’d  Kui 
Tfaukan.  Weft  wards  of  this  Place, 
not  far  from  the  Royal  Palace,  the 
Fortune-tellers  commonly  drive  their 
Trade,  for  the  fbperftitious  Perfians 
are  much  given  to  have  their  Na¬ 
tivity  caft.  On  one  fide  of  it  are 
the  Chire-Chane  or  Taverns,  the  Tzai - 
Chattai-Chane  or  Tea-houfes,  and 
the  Kahwe-Chane  or  Coffee- houfes, 
where  there  is  great  fmoaking  of 
Tobacco  and  playing  at  the  Game 

call’d 
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call'd  Sedrentz ,  fignifying  Hundred- 
cares,  viz.  Chefs.  Not  far  from 
thence  are  Vaults,  where  the  Sur¬ 
geons  and  Barbers  drive  their  Oc¬ 
cupation,  and  are  bufie  partly  with 
Surgery  and  partly  with  Hair-cut¬ 
ting.  On  the  lower  end  North¬ 
wards  of  the  Maid  an ,  is  a  great  ftriking 
Clock,  but  not  in  Repair.  The 
Place  Bazar  is  divided  into  a  great 
many  Streets,  mod  of  them  co¬ 
ver’d,  and  all  forts  of  Goods  and 
.Merchants  from  all  Parts  of  the 
World  are  found  there. 

The  Royal  Caftle  or  Palace,  into 
which  one  enters  from  the  faid  Mai- 
dan ,  is  call’d  Doewlet-Chane  or  Der- 
Chane-Schach  3  before  the  Gate  of 
the  fame  lie  fome  Cannons,  but  not 
mounted  or  in  Order,  nor  is  the 
Place  flrong  enough  to  refill  any 
great  Force,  being  only  furrounded 
with  a  Wall.  The  Anti-chamber 
over  the  Gate  is  lofty,  with  a  great 
many  latticed  Windows  on  all  fides, 
and  is  adorn’d  within  with  Paint- 
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ing  in  Relievo,  and  a  great  deal  of 
Leaf  work.  The  chief  Apartments 
in  it  are,  Tab-Chane ,  or  the  great 
Hall,  where  the  King  dines  with 
his  Chans  on  New-Tears-Day  3  Di- 
<van-Chane ,  or  the  Jofiice-Hall,  where 
foreign  Ambafiadors  ufually  have 
their  Audience,  becaufe  the  open 
Court  contiguous  to  it  is  very  com¬ 
modious  for  fhewing  the  King’s 
fine  Horfcs  3  Haaram-Cbane ,  or  the 
Womens  Hall,  where  the  Chaffeha 
or  Royal  Concubines,  who  other- 
ways  are  guarded  in  particular 
Rooms,  do  aflemble,  and  fometimes 
are  oblig’d  to  dance  before  the 
King  3  Deka  is  the  Name  of  the 
Room  where  the  King  is  conftant- 
ly,  and  where  he  ufes  to  dine  with 
his  lawful  Queens,  at  fuch  time 
when  he  keeps  no  open  Table, 
adjoining  to  which  there  are  a  great 
many  other  Rooms  for  his  Conveni¬ 
ence,  Contiguous  to  this  Palace  are 
likewife  iome  more  large  Gardens 
with  feme  fine  Summer  and  Ban- 
quetting-houfesj  but  immediately  in 
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the  Entry  of  the  Palace,  about  forty 
Paces  dilfant  from  the  Gate  which 
leads  to  the  Maidan ,  there  is  an 
Entry  to  a  Garden,  in  the  midft  of 
which  is  a  Chapel  3  this  Entry  is 
call’d  Alt-Capt ,  or  the  Gate  of  God, 
and  is  a  Sanctuary  for  Debtors  and 
all  forts  of  Criminals,  where  they 
may  live  at  their  own  Expences  in 
Safety.  Behind  the  Royal  Palace 
there  is  iailly  T aberin-Kate ,  or  the 
Treafury,  a  Building  of  a  moderate 
Height,  encompafs’d  with  Walls  of 
Earth,  and  fome  tall  pointed  Forti¬ 
fications,  which,  becaufe  the  Arfe- 
nal  is  like  wife  kept  there,  have  al¬ 
ways  been  well  guarded. 

We  muff  not  omit  to  mention 
the  magnificent  and  fine  Church 
on  the  South-fldc  of  the  Maidan , 
which  is  dedicated  to  the  lalt  of  the 
twelve  Imans  or  Perfian  Saints,  viz* 
Mehedi ,  of  whom  they  relate  that 
he  went  into  a  Cave  near  Un¬ 
fa,  but  wou’d  return  in  proper  time, 
ride  about  upon  jfl? s  Horfe  call’d 
Duldnly  and  convert  the  whole  W orld, 


for 
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for  which  Reafon  the  faid  Church 
is  called  Meftzid- Mehedi- Sahebefe- 
man .  The  Paftage  to  the  fame  is 
over  a  Pavement  of  large  fquare 
Stones,  in  the  middle  of  which  is 
a  fquare  Ciftern,  where  People  going 
to  pray,  wafh  themfelves.  Behind 
this  Fountain  the  Pavement  rifes 
two  Foot  higher,  and  then  one 
comes  into  a  narrower  Place,  which 
leads  over  fome  Steps  of  Marble  to 
the  Church.  The  Gate  of  the  fame 
is  very  large,  and  confifts  of  one  Piece 
of  hewn  Marble  5  the  Door  is  cover’d 
with  thick  Plates  of  Silver,  in  fome 
Places  gilded.  Before  the  Church  on 
both  fides  are  very  lofty  Piazza's  or 
vaulted  Paflages,  the  Ground  where¬ 
of  is  cover’d  with  Mats,  which  they 
fit  upon  to  pray  ,  and  the  Piazza's 
are  continued  round  a  great  open 
Court,  in  the  mid  ft  of  which  is  a- 
gain  a  large  Qttogon  Ciftern,  full  of 
Water.  Above  thofe  great  Piazza's 
are  lefler  Galleries,  which  towards 
the  Court-end  have  marble  Pillars 
adorn’d  with  Gold,  After  having 

pafs’d 
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pafs’d  this  Place  one  comes  at  laft 
into  the  Body  of  the  Church.  The 
Entry  into  it  is  a  vaulted  Arch  of 
an  amazing  Height,  every  where  in¬ 
termix’d,  partly  with  Stones  glaz’d 
blue,  and  partly  with  Stones  having 
gold  Streaks  and  Veins.  Within  it 
is  very  fpaciousand  high,  and  adorn’d 
with  a  great  number  of  fine  marble 
Pillars.  The  Meherab  and  Cathib  or 
Altar  and  Pulpit  are  there,  and  the 
Hrft  of  thefe  two  (except  the  two 
Pillars  which  it  rells  upon)  is  cut 
out  of  one  Stone.  On  the  right 
hand  in  the  Church  one  goes  thro* 
a  Gate  into  an  exceeding  fine  open 
Court.  All  the  Walls  in  the  Church, 
Galleries  and  open  Courts  are  cas’d 
above  four  Ells  high  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  with  large  Slates  of  Marble, 
polifh’d  as  fmooth  as  any  Looking- 
glafs,  which  Marble  is  for  the  gene¬ 
rality  white  and  fetch’d  from  the 
Quarries  in  the  Mountains  Elwend. 

Thus  far  we  have  had  an  exaS: 
Account  of  AAVi-^C^’sTranfadlions, 
but  what  fucceeded  after  this  muft 

K  be 
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be  receiv’d,  chiefly  upon  the  Credit 
of  the  News-Papeis $  however,  fo 
much  is  •  certain,  that  as  foon  as 
MiriAVays  had  brought  Matters  in 
the  Town  of  Isfahan  in  Order  again, 
he  lodg’d  the  young  King  in  the 
Caflle,  and  held  a  Divan  or  great 
Privy-Council,  to  confult  howto  or¬ 
der  beft,  for  the  future,  the  Affairs 
of  State.  Hitherto  no  Potentate 
bordering  upon  Perfta  had  fhew’d 
any  Heilility,  except  the  Czar .  The 
Great*  Mog&J  was  an  Ally  who,  al- 
tho’  no  Troops  were  defir’d  of  him. 
Was  neverthelefs  ready  to  furnifh  Af- 
fiftance  upon  Occafion.  The  Uzbe~ 
gian  and  other  'Tartars  were  ready 
upon  Miri-£fray$' s  Nod  to  join  him, 
and  they  were  his  ancient  Allies.  The 
Arabians  remain’d  quiet,  nor  did  it 
feem  that  they  had  an  Inclination  to 
invade  Perfta.  So  none  was  left 
whofe  Friendship  there  was  Caufe  to 
be  courted  but  the  Ottoman  Pone, 
confequently  a  great  Am  bally  was 
fent  to  the  Grand- Signior  at  Conftan * 
tinofle ,  to  endeavour,  if  pofhble,  to 

4  con- 
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conclude  an  Offenfive  and  Defen* 
live  Alliance  with  the  fame,  or  at 
lead  to  ere£t  a  Treaty  of  Neutrali¬ 
ty.  The  Ambaffadors  being  nam’d 
and  provided  with  a  great  many 
valuable  Prefents,  as  well  for  the 
Grand-Signior  as  for  his  Chief  Mi- 
nifters,  they  arrived  at  Confiantinopk 
in  February  of  this  prefent  Year  1713 
and  tho’  it  has  not  been  heard  yet 
that  they  have  been  admitted  to  a 
publick  Audience  by  the  Grand-Sig- 
nior  himfelf  nor  by  his  Vizier,  it  has 
appear’d  nevertheless  that  they  have 
been  treated  upon  the  Foot  of  other 
AmbafTadors  of  great  Potentates. 
The  chief  of ’em  acquainted  all  the 
other  foreign  Minifte?s  of  his  Arri¬ 
val,  viz.  under  the  Denomination  of 
AmbafTadors  from  the  Proteftor  of 
the  Perftan  Empire-,  but  all  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Minifters  thought  proper  to 
fufpend  the  cuflomary  Vifk  till  they 
fhou’d  fee  iirfi  in  what  manner  they 
wou’d  be  treated  at  their  Audience 
by  the  Grand-Signior.  In  the  mean 
time  ’tis  certain  that  the  Turks  had 

con- 
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conceiv’d  great  Jealoufies  about  the 
Czar's  Progrefs,  even  before  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  this  Ambafly,  and  that  AH- 
ri-fVays  made  all  Preparations  to 
d  ive  the  Ruffians  back  out  of  Per - 
jia.  But  of' what  has  pa  fled  fin  ce,  the 
News  Papers  have  been  from  time 
to  time  fo  repugnant  to  each  other, 
and  what  at  one  time  has  been  pofi- 
lively  affirm’d,  has  been  as  pofitively 
contradidled  at  another,  that  nothing 
of  certainty  is  to  be  gather’d  from 
t hence.  But  altho’  the  Czar  has 
given  fuch  drift  Order  not  to  divulge 
any  thing,  there  is  no  doubt  but  fome 
further  News  to  be  depended  upon 
will  be  had  from  Per  fa ,  by  fome 
Means  or  other. 


FINIS . 


